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J HE Chriftiwi ifieSgiw, ■<:eRtsi»!^ M 

^if«g4F4.'(^t«7lPri«^fffH>(C^' the )leaA jsofifi- 
Spiritual fcrTiw4iUa!W|f3llttt:4fm<J!«ifli 



2 A DISCOURSE C0NCERK1K& 

belonging to it thatt are of a pofitire 

nature; ^at .^Sr /4<^ i^ V^ysf^^ never 
have beefa duties, ana wodld rtever have 
been fo' without a .particular and exprefs 
command of God for them. And thefe 
are, baptifm^iuid the LcStriiVfupper. . The 
outward a^ion in both thefe is of itfelf 
indifferent, and o bliges only by virtue of 
its being enjoined by one whofe authon(y 
4*^'hiVfeiioro6m todifpiite. '"> '" ^ - 
' By baptifln,HEhey Whb had'etfiWafecd 
the • doftririe ^ fifvatidfl by thrift, Po6^ 
upon theim the^ pu^tk prof^onbih^i'^iL 
v^ere recdVed 'into ' the'' nutribcr^-df his 
difciples J a^ sSl tb^ W lilk6 manner sref^ 
to Whom baptifin is 'now adhiinii):^fed4 
By cottimteriickting in the'Lord^s 'fepper^ 
vre endea^ut to fcefcp alive in <iuricftr€fs, 
and to prderve in i^he wtirjd, the HAkxsiotf 
fef the divine Author of that religibn in^ 
i6 which baptifm fifft enters usi This is 
a plain account dfthfcfe tvro goTp^I^oi?^ 
iiahces, with regard to iiic firil Stiii lilttft; 
'jgeneraJ d^fign of each. TKeJferttier^h&tik 
a more immediate refpeft^ t^ fhe rdlgibtt 
itfelf which W profefs^'^ ^^he lattet ,- <b the 
Anthdr of Ity ih > i^tafWcmlSrancfe of .whom 
l.\is inftitutiSn ftf-his4 W4>e ottferVted 

threughoAt-ft'B ^heraliciri^^ ' • • *♦'•' - . 
.. . ■ u 



; 'HUM h^KX/p fSJIM^ij. r. I 

to Ije tru^ ihouWiOf^qplyLftf^fefs-ijij^k* 
4i^^tc of naturaji te^fi^n,; in* oth€r vKjords^ 
M.mQral ^ty* B^t the 4>l>ligati0a they 
fLTfi under tOK ded^ie lafid prpfei]} theUr 
f^th ky- this p^rticu^ ^gfjeneiony pf ba^ 

^dofitbe.$e7k^ ^ efMijfi iipfy Gkifit doth 
W>X wfe out of .tl:^ nature of th^ cere* 
)3^(>By itfel4 but is^ whc^y to^ be refolvedi 
into tM.Kliviiie .appo^ntmeRV S© agaiq^ 
ihjLt we flxould gratefully remember our 
Ijenefiii^Qrs, ' and that perfbsh, the]fefore» 
abpye all^o>yho biith proved himfelf the 
^reateft.ffi^fid t^ raaakiad they ever had ^ 
j$ wMsM: .^i^cHi, undjill tbe piiiic;iple8 of 
iligenuity, wUl not iuffer.us to bie igno- 
jTant 'Of., But for fetting apart bi^ejad and 
i^ine. %Q^ thiA; .ii£b by foleai^n , prayer, and 
ithen. fating ^^^ drinl^ipg ni memory of 
tOiu? blefled Lord, we' ha;ve no other was- 
ftznfi but his jsxprefs command. Do this in 
^effiembrance of me^ However, there ia 
;this'to,be (aid for thefe two rite^ or cereK 
«inp&ies, that they h^^ve nothing burden- 
£3me and difficult in the pradice of thex^, 
auid will bear ^ eafy and obvious appli- 



s. 



4 -A HSfStStfkUt #Mcl9iJhKO^ 

WtiOff^^iiifl^ to ift^lftatfi^ figfiifi^ s[ndl 

feM^ bdc^,' tl^€ he «y!^1( not d4p»ty 

cdy^<teft6irM<5f tke Jeui^^ a;moii|^ ttrjbom^ 
fits f^eqitent te^lDgs nv^em * glrds^ pwrt «f 
t3ieCt i^digfoA, fo Jabii/ hid forerMirien 
eaiki^ li^jflU^Ag iKFiih -w^Aer^ in %6htm of 
tiKfcC t^e^tsHlcf^ hj vtdck tkey were i>rew 
j^^d for' thd kiogdcrfiPi cif heavc»)| 6r tht 
gdi|)d difpdlifatkiin^ t^kh ymit thth at 
hand« And in citing tlie piMovtf^ it wai 
tfeteir tiiann^, bayii^g t^keii^ br^ad, t» 
bleft and bre^ iu and to baltoV ^r bldk 
f^^ duf^i df ^K^e^ oM 6f whicb^pattiai^ 

is the rttj natM that is givd» hySfi. PatoA 
t« tb« <^t> in the liOrd^ Aipper. (4> 
fiat then otir Savioar, adopting thefe 
Ht«» into the trorfliip of the Chriftian 
^utdi, affiiced amkhef tndaning and uft 
to theiti, and pireftribes a dlflS^mnt form 
of Mrorda iti the adnlinlftratton. In a 
trord, ihlln beiag a creature Tery muck 



idEluaiced by his fenfes^ and fo too ^pt to 
forget things ipirkual and unfcen, it ifiem« 
€d. good to the Divine Wifdom fo far to 
cpnfult his weakness in this refped,. as to 
adprn our holy religion with thefe two 
emblematical reprefentations ; which be- 
ing but two,. and admirably fittoi to an* 
^er their end, hav^ no need of any thing 
further to be iaid in their v],ndication« 
. Thefe ceremonial infUtutions are conii-^ 
monly called by the name of facrammts ; 
which, though it be no fcriptur^/ term^ 
hyx borrowed fronv the lapguage and cu£> 
toms.of the vRpmaiis, is yet. retained, and 
gro^n. .into univeriar uf<| ; . bocaufe, as i^ 
priginaliy Signified tfa^ oath which foldiers 
.tocMc; tQ,be^iuthful to their general,, it is 
^ope^ly enoi^h trans£^red to denote the 
affedionate zejd* and inyiolable fidelity 
which the. iSoJlpwers^ of jefus« in baptifm 
and, the I^d's fuppfer, f>|q9fie& and pi:o*^ 
jmie.to the Captain o£ th^iic Mvatio% 
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SECT.'E 
These ficramentsave^ • • ' 

»2 
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This iq;^6»^t mi9Af»% i^f^cSM iaMitkittit§ 

pHtf^ ttt£%ty ihi fil^ if the fiejh^ but our 
teo(imil» d$a«i «nd pwe ki tte figlft ^ 
€«d. 'Qiiift i& there^e 6id to ha'oe h^ 

H^ Hbm ^ ^hi fiiHSi]^ imd ckmje it *^iM 

mi^ffi^ W t9 -him/Mf w ^t^dm tlm^^ 

£)^ v» «5> ^j ^y. 19i6 fttiflSficirtioii^ 
M 4dieifc<ifiiig» Is iy the ^mtd, at doiftmie 
«f tht ^p2:1, "fttfcatnpMMi'^K^Ii the t)p6. 
Meton ^ ^Afe ]QHhritte ^i9t ^ ahd (ml^ 

^e fij^ iS£ Ah WqvA 'mA iMvard tleM!£^ 
ftij;. And wkd MK^ilM^ d)»t%ave tieel 

1a^ %te 1ir<5)KI ^iG<3a{(^liieK Boi^diificatiofi 
is fet:%Mh%y'«MWifa%^q)tirm) ip^eirM^ 
Slot pleafe God* Again, what is the 
Lord's fupper, as to one principal part of 
its intention, bmt ii xmiimemoration of 
the atoning; facrifice made by Chrift'ft 
death on the beWl^lsfr taaaoMiti^i J&nd 
who %«t *6gdkij f datitti^Kkii cruHCiirdk ooruld 



I^WP I - ' "^ 



IRnred Ibr tlbem ^ 96 for; fdiem, fheifeer' 
4imaii0e8 have no 'visxy cofti^fbital^ ineaa^- 
S&g. Jtof) 

jlkm^'§f*marf4 being in m re&averaUe Jhtfe c 
llmt thoiaigh tbe coil^ioii ^ «li4i finfijl 
raee ^ cfeatrvre* %ie, imtbout tli^ -grace 
And iMr<7 of ^6od, <escee'^iig '4e^lora!Mey 
yet^ thFCnii^ tkis ^ace, k i^mot ^cypcA^^ 
ftw wueh. Mher^c^i dh€ odBnaiioes cf 
baptifm and "Aat Lor^s fop^er bcfir^ <Mi 
|nitpiGfeiAAil%ftad)inooiKui*i^tt<^ the 
i^W 'lA^nqs ^ *gtftce, to b^m; ^is lifto, 
imQ build nis iv^ in, « *ftaie of IkmtioB %y 
|dRu tSliiill:*: ^ch^jr are feai^ ^eff the ^cove- 
tidtit ^f ^«c, "ii^ich^ 'Ont of 4ie 'inSffi^ 
W6n^kiefir<)£ Iks n«lUM, tod to %ifm 
^"VfM. ]p3ea!fedneft ^i^h4lie neht^eonfiy^ 
mkI 4>bediei%trof Ihs 4Ii^ b^oved Sem, 
«he 'great Meditfior,* Cod Jba^ :gradou% 
letftared inK^l with fetfuiMeR. Afid^'heFe, 
itet k1^ matter 6f >joy >to ud, ttnd'fhankt 
<git4ng Ifo aw mopdful ^cd, tfhfit whett, 
<«rotigh >Ait ^ df vhe Ci^ man Main, 
and^e meA^A "mA "(Bferders off huffHrn 
nature thereby occaiioned, there was no 
'more room for a covenant of innocence ; 
the Second Man, who h the Lord from tea* 
"y^ brought in a new and bettir uvenant ; 



better, whfjthiqr we qqofider th^ taitis .0f 
hj ib admiratily fyited to. o\ir. fallen Aate^ 
or the grace and the'glory promised. Fot 
this invaluable covenant we acenndeb(ed,. 
under God, to the mediation of our com*- 
p^iiionite Redeemer, Jefn^ iGljjrift* His 
4eath {Secured t-ficpnciliation with God y 
and 'the iiipper he bequeathed us is. a 
fianding memorial of Us .deathn :And- 
from hence it i^.Ii fhafl.J^kc my dixvediioo 
in explaining this &craltnei%t., 

The main and dire<5b intedtiliAi of the 
Lord's fupper is^ . to be a.perpetual comi^ 
mempfatibn, or jremembriin<^ei o£ ;the' 
death ojE Chrift. , This appears frsotn %bofk 
word$;o£*ihe ApofilePai^, (i 6or* xi. ^6) 
As, (ft en as ye eat tbfs* bfe4d^ atiddrhiki^Ms 
cup^ ye dajhew the L&rd-s death tiil.he eo$Hem 
,So th^ we have qo ftire'r or <eafier method 
0f fettling a: .right and diftinft motion of 
^thi3 ordinance than t<i mti&^esc thedeath 
i»f .Cfari^ l^ere prefented before oj2|- .eyes, 
under thpfe feveral views i<i which it. is 
capable of being contemplated/ by us^ 
The following are fome of tfee BrinagaK. 
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SfiCX E. 

likmi^Jiin^ the tbanghti^ ^attihtk^ had rf 
bimr^^pv^ itiW^datak^ and i6i esd d$/^ 
9i by tkmtt in it. Tfie: je«|rs aaiifc Roln^mSy 
% aiding this &ttne of cruelrp on did im^ 

tkatthejsefi€cni£dhim ai^acdvei^ of t)i« 
people ; forbad theji l^ioiwn iam^ iJkf vi$ui4 
$ut have crucified the Lord eif glory : (J>) 
and bff expoifog^ hkra^ z» a public fpcAade 
of ixifaiiiy» pair^ and X(»rraw», ^ir hope 
mt%^ tfa^jr fliouldl have inade all mea 
ft&amied or :^atd to, owa liica; Where^- 
i»r (toffee hidm little d&e deuces of vaiiti 
men amil ugainil Qod^s etecnai coun&l) 
intf" being i|(/9^^ up tras the very way in 
^xrldch he waa to dmw all mm unio him. (/) 
iLnd f he facrameiiA of the fapper was a^ 
pohited with thta ddign, that, fhowtng. 
&»rth the death of c3irift thin^eih, we 
nrig^t declare to the whide worid ottr 
belief of him to be» that he was a teacher 
fenu front God^ hit hefy e6ild yefi^i "whom he 
hath anoitted^ aotwkhfianding that He^ 
twd^ and P^mm'Mak^ with the GentUet^ 



and people of Ifraet^ were gathered together 
againjl him / (rf) • and that we are not by 
fear or Ihame reftrained from profeffing 
aurfelvcs bis difc^s^^ The Itrft iotibn,. 
'theQVthat^ofier's kfeif tous^.of this facnt^ 
xnent, i^^ its iwin^.a badge* or . iriarfc 6f 
p\xt, Cbriftian.profeffiQn. . We glory, ia 
that very pctfoo ^hona the Jews cruciied^ 
at the fiunetiagie profeffing^tareceirchim 
as our Lord and Maftei? i nay, more, we 
)>ro£srs[ tt> g|ory;i» him even as crucified,/ 
I. Wfe^^ory in. that very peKfoft whemi 
the Jews pruqHicdy.at the fame tin»e: pro* 
fefling t6. receive ihim aa> our /Lord, and 
Maftefw: We;tre redd)^ ta cry out witk 
the Cfcftturioi^ awb thofe^that -were wfth 
him, Iwhiwi^ thi4y faw the prodigies that att 
tended hi^cructfiacion,. Truly tbkuthe.SoM 
1^ God* {e} He Js not fo concealed under 
the vail of.^ur flelh, or. disfigured by hb 
iufieriags^ but i can eafily perceive the di- 
irinc ^ryt^^ming through,. aaid acknow- 
ledge- him: for the greaitcft perfon ; that 
ever lived upob e^^y the. Lord 0/ glorjr^ 
and my, JUrd^J: Thais title he accepted; 
lArhen given hirti by his diiclples : Te call 
me Mafier^i and Lord ; und yefi^well ; far 
Jo I ami (/) But tbeit we lik€\»ife hear 

ifl). AcU if., ar- (s). M4lt. jxyii. i^^'XfJ iP^ *"• ^ 



THS LORD^S 80PPE1U 1 1 

him Ih' another place hyin^y Why tali yi 
tne Lfitdj L^rdi land dfi miUbe things whkb I 
fas? (^y 6b that it is not the title by 
wnicb i cam h*o|>e to {)lea& my Saviour^ 
mthout thefllbjeaiarr and obedience that 
i$'imp]idd ih it/ I mxiSi mat only fay well, 
ir^t do weli.^ I am to; remember^ that all 
4:he precepts of tl^ goipbIiaTethei:ii:ecepts 
4DfCh]fifft,myX<>rd and Mailer 4' s^that^ 
^xDinfeqiuentlj^, if if d>ey ^bt tbei gofpel,! 
*m j^'<2e;ofv(j gutky* of denying i be Lord 
that bought me^ and ad: a part too much 
Jike that of the fiAdi^ri^ who, haying /i/^j/- 
4ed^ cr^wn^of thorns i and put it on his bead^ 
^ndput a resdsn bis^ right handy bowed the 
iinee , 't(^ Mm in mockery , and bailed him 
iiMg*i (ybji Would Inot have all that know 
me take notice^ that I own.myfelf thedifcu 
pier of tlier crucified Jefiis ? fiuihow? Not, 
-it is to be hoped, by this iingle adion on^ 
iy }of eating and drinking in .obedience 
tb: his comntand, and in honour of hk 
iHemoiry :f .i^as^ this alone iinll fignify very 
iittle-^- but by 'all the actions of my life. 
^y-Y^hale T^ehaviour ihould befpeak me 
u Cluiftian^ a iervant. and x follower of 
rj^fus.^ And -if * I really think him that 
'iBxcellent and divine gezfon . I '. profe& tp 

(I') Luke ?i. 46. \h) Mall, xxvii- 29. 



wOfJtiiity^ but >tD ;xnake .^ttve (iii Ioyc widi 
it 9 ^finooe Ifvofe&^oibeiteviii Usxi t poriua 
^ the iti^^tteft .^igmty:; iihai/:be )csane 
<doram. itQmiio«ven»/ki Drder rto >teftdi <iii 
^-m^ etoMtnttrnmyi) and tluBttiheffciqie 

iidiis,^tQ;anaIoer]aBii9/y.iaii]kfx<^^ 
imiy/be fitted rtolwe liriiSi iIimiiuRd.iifii 

•tven • 

di&ipks of oneihat. wasoccuafied^^^itf 
^foitb^gloiy'ia'Mmia^cinu:!^ Wetdi&idi; 
tUs oio i:«ptea£h*to 0Hr.ibIe&dObD»d,tlia)C 
ike^««e!as.trcttl£dvini& ignd^ ^"MXtajot 

ger !fay ; a ^od laaidv^ a i^gr ai dM^ywoaM ; :}(]r 
.to our xeiigioOy ^Ht dAusj&udioiisoC tbiKap 
Jbdia, ;and junged i<m la.tcee; icor' to otuv 
^hoes, i that .^we :are the ^foilciwcis ; of x>«ib 
mixcmi tibcmdnilK>%iofifbc£jBwam 
init cmidtci cdmtsaxy^ auveryr^^e^Vrainoixr 
;toms^ %o^ oua- rcBgirm.,; aapd ^<a) (Mmt Driine 
iiifafier* WeiaceaQoit^afiuEinaBd to £iy, /Zi? 
ltiij:rs'6e^^thc LoEdtii]r/R3ddeeaiBEF^iiatfi£i7«p 
iBuaitedJbr Hm^vind h&aajUlfmejjaS Lettife 
fr^bdlcepijewsccs^r^itlibiii^ 
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- TUB JL0JqLD*9i 9m?»l^ ft 

h^H) .aiid, withra multure of fcorn and ha^ 
tfecC call hini /^^^ i^fia ^A<^* wj^ hanged}^, 
let them lav, that Itcanoot fo much a$ 
eixter into titelr.t^ought^y that tl^ Mefli^ 
ah &ouId be^crii^fi^, and punilhcd witk 
a death 'whi(;h th^. ^w pronpunces .ao« 
^urjfed : I joyl^'^^y; take' the wpprtui^ty 
whkh tho cQmn^QioiratiQn of his death, 
in the way that he hjuqafelf hath command* 
edf ^v?$ me to flrvp^, my fiuth, and tmft 
in hrniy ^loryjuag m npthing more than in 
CbriJ^ i^rw^j^^iathe ^ews ^^JiumbUn^ ^/^^^ 
0nd mt9 she Grf'e^ks, fofil^nefs ; hui un^ 
iifm ibaiiire^ aflle^'boih jf€wt and Gr^Sp 
Chrift^ ihep'i^r^^ ^d^ and ih^ wtfdoifi ^ 
Cod. (t) yt^j^'ytrlu^ we Chri^ipM 
call abd acciip\mt th& Me^Sab^ been cut off 
for hiBoTelC Vp delerved the 4^^^ 
which he .fii^eired, Ms nam^ would n^^ 
haye ^i^d^ as it hath done^ to the enjcU 
of the earthy and hi$ czu& have ful^fi&sd 
tp this day j^ a^^ we make ho doubt^ it wiU 
to the period iof air time. Pilate himielf 
^tild obicycycy that it was only fir eiiijj^ 
that , the cbkffriefi^ znd elders bad delivered 
yeftis io bim* (i) And the envy their 
petrayed. on tnis ocpifion was at ohos 
thek grJ^t fin^ and a ibrt of homs^ 

* ♦» Tfjff^o *||« Ji»w #Dff i». JfMliil MtrtjMr, 

c 



II A oft^b^yWIs* ^bNCERNlKO 




*^tlie wotM \^3s not wortty'oftlifeq, that 
^thtou'metft %itli riti fettei^ lifaM froih' 
•^ tKc wdrldf, irfee;w(S^m'wdtil(f;K^ loS^ 
*;*'e^ iK own ; but bfetatife "^ thou and thy^ 
^ iMiigdbm were: not^ 6^^^ wt)Hd;"th^re-! 

^Jfott th<i world 'Ht^dKt^^e, as- tlioti* 
♦^'botfr in thy life ind ;:tleath 4h6w^dft thy 
**'ifcbntempt of the wojidl And fhall 1 
.f* efteein and admire thjpe ever the lefs for 
^thip.1 ' No ; but\ the' •an6T;ei^ ^ iNiicn 1 
.?f'coJrtiider Ithe libbt'e ^int^- that fytW^ 
^f from that curfe^ trb^ 'pftyhich the Sotr 
^*pf tlod' expired^^ arid'*Kkr pnder^ the 
*1batirier df the; crdfs^^dFh^^^^^ have 
^'^eeri :br6ught to" the dbedJ^nc^ ofr the 
ft-faitii,/! think with myfelf; ^ivftaj cilri be 




^which w^e^haveVedeiVecffromhim^th 
*<^thit by fudi unl^ely mie^ns hfe 'h«ti 
^triumphed oyer atlrthe pbwers pf earth 
f« and hell J and made' it k ;m6rfe hortoura- 
*'^ble^ thing for his folldwk^ to defpift 
*' wotldly pomp and riches, than to fenjoy 
*' them J cftecmihg them as tticre Xrifles 
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;*»: 4m I oi^ of ^bpfe ,t)b^tt ^arj? ^ -fhr^r^ 
*« .bp;not.feinn4 ;in .tit(a,tin»BnVflr wfeoam the 

¥ ^vipKP's; iff e(£r /*' j ^/j> '>:fiyerj^i ope? is i»g 
.«n/ewiy to tHp .f ro&-.Q£.|qji^i^^lj^^. isippt 
aij, ,/i)R€iB5f ,lfi 4|wfe 4>JS'i»?»4/rMiFes . from 

l^o|t«$ QU^ffi €;r0ip55fafeft|id{|h%j(Q^gio)i 
^©f hipt! tj^ w^& owilw^f^ M9ft«3!d.<a# 

»pf; /Buffer, jlipjUftlyi o^itfe:!:!*^ gife«t<ft; 
yeafofi,i^rirfQrei!4«tJjc«he 4^.Qdlfti%L<3f 



\V6 A TiiBCov^sw tinH^ft%vwo^ 

fro/s tf Cbffjl ; thcjT ^«* the pn^iis tliit 
incrfl: of an SAtiSAt Hbt trimxipltt of the 
;«b&, and of airh^ the;^ hive kaft^aul^ 
"to make thdhr boaft in it. 

Let ttie, hefdfe I doTe thh he^, addi^els 
Myfelf f i> fecft^ as: ^f ^ ^^i^ ^<^ cin 
4h6 LordV tatde, and .befieech them feri- 
4Mfly to aik fhemfeti^es a fe^ plain quef. 
%ion«. HOMP ^Hn r number mfyieff among 
the fo8owei^^ ^ Chf ift, and yet will ncA 
be peiiuaded to joih Wtfh them in an ao 
tion, whereby the Chr iWan fodety is difr 
tinguiihed A-o^ all'^hersf Muft not 
my ChiiAiitnity, as tb fhe eltemal part 
<tf it. be tmperfeA^ if- 1 am contented to 
wint one mincipal fign of a CKriftiaifi? 
•Or, wh^ (hoyld I be abk to (ay for myi- 
ftlf, flkOtt4d Chrtft ti6t <^wM ine for his>, 
upott my aj^adilg t)^ore him without 
this mark of ft d]!rd()le/a Ancere l6Ve i^ 
dfi the inftitmiotis of my bleflbd Mafter f 
Cet-taHilyy Kit ifadtild be founds that m4 
fitegleftin^ the lA^d^ iUpper proceeded 
from a wane <rf^ real l(y>re And reipeft M 
'my vSaiKour and his <:ommak<fe) nothing 
wiU be fiifficieht to e:sccufe * ft. BaptifM 
Wit9 my naiKie 0ii tl^ roll of his followers ) 
fiat my btfptiAittf dedieation, if In vtM^ 
try^ bdng:tiot pro^l^:my own kdi^ it is In 
a manner necefliiytMit J^ihould make it 



-^ ' «" » 



gtawii up w years^ df iinderftaYiding. 
iind how. h tlie ^digitidri^ of ^ <me £icn- 
lAenc tO'^bei^knowkdged and rehdwe^ 
^ny w^r fo Veily^^ b^putthig myfelf uit- 
der'the-boli4^.ai the dther ?^ - Beiide^ th:^ 
l^t{fi»%ath'2U>£^tln)ne^ ^ad vifibfe 
^ regirditb.Cbjiift'et^udffied asl^ Lord^ 

ttheki^dik 'V2in&s td>lai the wbridfe^ tiak 
vrt thmhw§ttlsik article of ^tfaith^iny 
.ihaihe to 11^ c»r>difcr(dk'to oyxt tdi^ioA^ 

'toboth,v;V\\t..i v'. ,U;'' ;.;'.;i'.' ,.;. ■' \ :\ '.^ i-*» 



•> 






si:tT, m. 
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; ' III* W^my ^Aftiir ^he death t/p^bfijl is 

thai ofamhrfyf%*\>r.pHnef^^^^ a"^ martyr "to 

fhe irmh^^ "BwiHii^ deBrine^ tbejirji andtht 

'^rk^hjti ' rasdeith'xi^as entirely WltihtaJT. 

J% #n^;r/Xfeith he) J^rf^^ lififrm'mey 

4k lUfltf down rf'myplf. iCffiJ As\ tB^ 

cbitld. mi have taken it frotti'him^ \«^tTl- 

«W« M& dirifeht ; fc>, without his confe*t 

'•^oo«l*'we fttpjrt^ tfis^! -Whatever Ke'hid 

fttflfef&di th^gh the^c^n%Henci5 fef wtot 

lie taught, ^ouid iiot>h^V<^'pracyred'hiih 

the name pi^'a; mattyni ,fpr he is not a 

.(m) Jolm X. 18* 
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to jtbci ihateiby^fome^do^bkie which ]|e 
Aath*^ adi^nced aiid pt^agUied^ he 

iglad tt> ^ dut cl.Jt ag^in lupoa any 
terms cren dum^ it wti?e< tbe rfynruig 
M £^£b afl that hch^d. itau^;fi)r tnicx 
rbttthe that dait».£Kx tbe;£une,b tSiei^ 
the lAoft tIu?eatefibigdat|gttl:S9.thtt hchad 
iBdd bdbrc^ aad cfaoe&s rather ta die for 
-the irubh than ta • deny tod forOike ity 
this all .win aHo«r.to.be a rcsdjcnartyrt 
And fioch a mMttft traa^ JdKis Chriift* 

Whisa, upon, his txmiltb^iM^frnjfiig4i^'' 
id bim by the living Gody to tm bimyvAeiher 
bewastbeCbriJitbrSmcfGod; (n) tho* 
filent before to all that the £ilfe witnefles 
had alledged againO^ him, and not to be 
ipivrmked to ]^ead ift hig own defcvce, 
whkh hexould oafily h^ive 4oo9» in fuch 
a n>ayT*^ffir as to maisa difiiiQ ifeiK>^t^iKl the 
)4ttiereft. hatred to th^.tnicht yidd to the 
lorceofitf he immipdiaifely 9kW9f^^ Tbfint 
Jk^faid; or^ J am that ¥^y perum. I%- 
lbie» the Heat^n ^gf^fwu^y aQd:h|$ fs^^ 
aflu Ibib a UJbe qu^^AOn, Jfi ibou it^ im§9 
ibinl Tj(> i^ftich hP9 fe^io$» T^bmiji^ 



J'T 



XMM ^UXBlT3^ ^SQiMiaU " it^ 



;thtu:art AMrb';^*; land i am £pee to fa^ 
iJ»t I am i2>.( Tii ifi^xr endmms I h$r^ jam 
Jbr tUf ekt^t. oone.T inU thi iwonU^ ikatl 
JboOd tearwkswjs ta timittuB. fO Thfe 
is tibat ^ciodf mvfvffim whidi St. Paul faath 
Jie witnefid brfure Pmtim Pilate^ recom- 
mending it to his fim ISmAdnjrfearliis imi* 
tation. (^1^^^ Here are two -known cha- 
raiSters o£ dieMsffioih s for loi the queftzcm 
t3f the high prieft; Arttkau tbe£br^^ tie 
SmiafGodi Cbtyi ^ or M&gkA J 2sstASm 
4f G^y itma toi be u&d as.eqtiirYiilent ex- 
^pteffioMf wfaidk MFC mi^ foppc^ to be 
the teafoa that m St. JLukc'a itelai&oA of 
4he: &me tiiiiig^ it k oxdy^ jfrf ilfrw M^ 
Chrifif {jiJ And that the Afeffiah iras 
fo be a king) the jews ta this day agrte 
ivridi us» as widely as we :dtfi^ in explakiu. 
ing the mature of his Idhgdom; Our Sa- 
vkmr, for wife rtafons, had not openly 
and t£m^y.iifliamcd the mme and title olf 
the* Mgfidt tiU aofw; but now thai he 
vaa fiirnmoiied by the mss^fibrate to ginre 
witnefS' to the truths and aio iJi nie eouid 
be made by thrpbf^leof his owning him*. 
iUf ,to be a king, (wheb his demh woM 



/x^hvince thein thatiMs^ kiagdotb-wascnqt 
from hence, of a woddiy^ and temporal 
'Jdnd^ a& he.theti.toid.tkem) iie-no longer 
ieeks caiic^lment, bait..owiisv.iumfdf 1^ 
he Me^ah the King^ and the.Saax)f Ood^ 
-though he vrzs riot igndiTEaiti tb^ fais Co 
dbing co0kl have ^n€i otheV effe^ than to* 
hafieii Jilsxpindeinhatton^ . • ^ * ; ' 'c- .; 
.1 This our &iviour'a cbhftaji^y to the 
^jdbatfay i^Jiich he bore •tdth- £o ^uch- meek- 
jEie& towards his tiielnidi, 'and' o^fidfcike 
in God ; neither^' of which perhaps^ wata- 
ever known in a 'dbcerver in> that/ dreai^ 
iuLhour) thbuQ^they might beia onedo- 
iceived > this, ffiy, added to the mir^es 
jie had wrought, and the^^emplaty holi^ 
]ie& and go(^ne& of his Ufe, ihouldmake 
ns think^ when We ate meditating' on hi& 
death in thb view^ of it,^^ of the mighty 
.confirmation which our fak& in the; Au 
T&sity of c^i religion derives from hence. 
JWo^ddair impoftor, if it were poffible for 
iikik.zn. one to ^put- on the appearance of 
Jrhe moft unaffe&ed fanfbicf^ and of aH 
«»ther virtnesy have been aUe to maintain 
it to tht "very laft,^ and iH; die;fenice ^i a 
kn0wn:iiad&hood I :;Jt 'Cgnhbt^ be. ^ :AhA 
tbeM&me^f when me &e • Jefus -Chrift^ ex- 
cmplif^jug h|^ divine do^tritijq ^131' 'hb ffife 
(of which mo» ptdScs^y)^ and fealing it 



vith his blood, we may very wcB con- 

dade, that for certain a// things that John 

/pake of this matiy or this man of himfeff, or 

Ills apofiles concerning him , are true, frj 

But tbeujiwe are more immediatefy eM*- 

itemed U make cf this view ef eur 'Sa^onr'^s 

death as $fd martyr ^ is to rtfiiJR dntbe ria* 

finabknefs of his demands^ that wejhmldfa^ 

trifice every thing for the truth* s fake ^ notetf^ 

feptinf life rtfelf; Mrhich we mnft hate^ ad^ 

irig after imich the (kme manner as if wft 

tlia fo, or wc tannot he his difeiftos. (s) 

In all U^s he requires no more orn& than 
he |yradifed Mmfelf ; which ihotil4 ^mt 
vsJn mind of the dtfeofitidh wlt& trhiA 
>wtf ihould cdeteite tne okmorf of thk 
gl(^ioutf martyr \ and bring us to fefolve^ 
^h a humUe reliance on heavenly * a^ 
tbou^ldlefor thee^jH ishUI not deny thee i 
though aU mett Jhmtd he ^ntled in thet^ yM 
nfi» Im&t he cffended^ That God, wh<» 
loioMreA the heart! of aU men^ knditi^ 
^thont puttiiig^ it to the trial) whe^ 
ther we Bioyld adliei^* thus itmly to rlM 
«Uft of truth ; okk t^ere he ibe» a f^ew 
paratioiPof m|ndaaid hearty wifi reward 
lt$ though hdtpeirhaj^s'trith the fkm^^ 
trown as that of a^htal maftyrs, yM wMi 
E crpwn of glory that ^di;th aots:a^ay^ ^ 

(r) John a. 4». <j) iMkz air. 3S. 
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; jn.'tWs piay, colder. the 4eat^ jof ChrlftA^ 
ii)at if our exa/r^le^., Generally they that 
n^ put to .dea(h. tiy the pxiblic in^tfi;rate» 
ai^ fet forth as esAmpIes in aqot]ier feafe» 
»/?:. tp'warn^nd .deter othetsxfrom doiiag; 
lik^ them.: Byt here is one, whp, thotigl^ 
jtre^ted • \U)der <t form of jufllce as th^ 
nvet^ <;>f makfa<^s^ is yi^t jproppfed X^ 
|ir^s an exan^pile >of ^aU virtue and good«> 
ntf^\r oi virtue. Qalumniat^di (^r^effod;, 
f»i Ij^rfc^uted; yet ;ftilj' t^faiane. :,S9 w^ 

Jn, LQiiF blefl^4i^ Ix}i!d ; 1^^ ^l^^ve an ;p^% 
jflfc of^ thej:gre^ft>difefefpftQd*fe*r; \^ 
poft ' ardeat z^id: «a^. :i:p!?ce«is fqr tli^ 
good of mftJ^Jiiiil^^ tJ&c mtif): Mfcji^d^rSLiI Ji^t 
«9fUty w^ cprtdefcftRjSon . th^t ^WH ^»P| 
?f54ja fefi^»titfi> l«idif*fidi©!l«ejit0 ;iGo4 

:wi3tbo^t bounds ; -aMf^^^j w^ are^ ^fed 
Sflpn: tQ! ipMtaitft i if?. J*)lp|eL!te©r3sb ©f :th^ 

f^nd bf ¥iyfiUj;;,v^k^v^tfiU^JfkChri/t y^^ 

Hat^kkerj/^ t^J^rfqU^^mtkXi^.i\but ntaeh 
c. . ;;z *&i:i Wcr i.&iSi, .:.. [ , 

* ■ • 



Jw/7f ofajhrviini^^'^dn'd wamnadeHn the like^ 

ihani he h^Med BHifeifinhdh^ SidiiM 
itntp deaths ehjen ilye death tf the-crcfs^ 'fuj- 
Could 'hutMliation, l&ibmifllon^' and obedi^ 
€^te, b6^'^a6rried fkrtlter^^^^^ this?- IM^ 
my will J biiffhine^ be.dork^ (k)' .ItoiheU 
do- ihy ^ imtt •; (;y)tb do it, hy y leldrfig 
nlyfelf^to'-faflfer it. This ^«ras the Ian* 
giiage; x:>f tSie bteffed ' Jefus ; and as-li^ 
<p6kei fo *hi^ a^ed. T?ie command tb 
ioye'4nirieneTnhs\ to'forglve them that ihju^ 
kiijy ind to fray fir thM that kiej}itifmy uji 
iii, n^id'per/ecute usy hadi been ^teckonk^d ;! 
ftkrd fayiiig, an objJeaion ^gaSiifi- Ghrift 
tt^hity Tk^^r to be anlVeredi -But by 
^Hom is this efteemed ft>' unteafbuabU? 
OiYe would think only byi^fafeh .^s h^v* 
fiot read; or do not believe,- br ^t Ijeft d<i 
not fcoiifider, the hiftor^ of our S^viourt 
paflSon ; Other anfwers migfefe beJret^rn'i 
lE^j-bur, waving tih€aii''le|i i^'lfeave flfft 
^xamj^le, patticulkriy- ' '^heiV he^^ W«S^ i»A. 
1^ cfofs, to filend^ this fetgic^ioii againft 
his' precepts > — Bather ^^for^ve" them ^'^f^r 
khey/mf 'whatthey afe ;'{«)' th^-bi^fr e*l 
*iife that could poffibly be made' in ih^it 
-fiivour ; and accompslnied witK a prayer, 

' («) i'hil !?.' 5-.a^ (x)Luke3i:TT^.^4^. (y) H<b. x. n 

(s) Luke %x\\\. 34. 



$4 A piSCO^aSf^ C^CE^KIKG 

which) from fucfa a porfoo^ s^ad m fiidi 
cii^€Uii^»noss»didixot mad co^ldnot ^il o£ 
lu€4^^ .What filial tr\iftdid he uercifc 
iu Crod^ s^t a time w^n the whok woiid 
Tfrm turned ^itifi: ^kiv, asid God him£^ 
hdid withikawn the dl^al ^ns^aifeftatiQaf 
of hi« > prefencQ I My God^ MyGod^ wobf 
h^ thm f^aken me ? (^) He fiill calk 
turn his Ood^ upt quittil^ his hpid of 
hkn : juad bre^he^ om hiSi holy £3ul 
thto^ the,b0^i?»n <of his love^ J^hf^j if^90^ 

iHfif4s l^Mim^^y /i>irit* (^) So ihovld 

^^ teaira to fnjUJHaia a humble 'hcype in 
Ge^lf when (he fceiif of provideBce looks 
mo^r 4iFk-?nd mdaticholy f a(nd be ia 
£ir from jud^i^ of oiur ^ iatereO: ia. tbf 
ditluc ift^ur^ by outwaril evfettt% w m^% 

lUetely from the. waiit of thofe feofiU^ 
l%lre{hjxient^> 0fid e^ultatioas of fpirit 
:ipFhjbch rwg ma^ have fmpettmes experimr 
jjed. Whal goDdrpeople c^U /piritu$l^ 4^ 
jf^//j9fp,/is^ ifiaiiy 'tiine^ nothing mcMTe t Wi| 
j(i 4f!pre^|k aii^d iadnefe of mind f an ilir 
^errup^ion^ |i6t in the life and ai^ivky of 
i^ir graceily but in the cocilbtu «&)rde4 
)iy.-Cb^tn; fomewliat.of the fame kind 
il^ith that edipie which o\|r Saivioiir ftt£- 



kditialraredf'i^woi nonius: if ni bajG ^^t^n 

and de^£dk9irrUiat.i$dimtefrhlm^^w^ fd^ 
^ing }jj;}»d .^jgl^tvjtiqift te, cpu}4 t/Qf row 



%i A mmmmw^mumowmmHa 



&d*s, and inftraftioa *tOwar(hDi||dbfiihB 

hkihMankmki ifrntiti^^aai fhKgrafeOif^iits* 
«ige#)«ras>t>£^(h]wimti[a6fla&tt^ db#li» 

i^f9i tik 'Jmrn-nanu ^) v The.liol^iMfii 
whimihe haiLiffii, aad dm ^jkitpdifLimm 

Mtidi fai4iib«l:thcaiitiodii; tb»eiicrlkhid 
a^aai: t9l<Iie.bra»filit3iiflliafiLitt ^bt^oyA 

and* isidt^ tmnk t^ilieb hap^afei W lafe 
toi cocriMriinxliifetq|n]iidai!iD^ 
tiditUxvflptttaii Mflfafibjc^^ 

«ifdiedia Ipwp landvitteasi^ fanth iKit^ ingiDM 
Msi life/ iwitji ^■'foli^ 

llfdW' ;tdf gee alf Ot9e the Ibcbiofe the? oDre^tnd 
tkt testr io£iitoi^0ihcr«:r He ^pleafedb hoe 



V.1 



lidtittb^ JDMirWitge^ ticvrli; 

srAlHiKl/^'mQfl^ ^iUai^itrhefdekting ftib,:ap4 

^;«ril0a^4 StcnrLford^ ditaicit jb «liy 

^^ vi^lf Wii)lii^s)itedkgra»cpfd^ 
** forth in thee, after having been exhibit-X^ 
*« cd in the whole cibmTe of thy life, and '^^ 
to excite and 9^1^';8|)jrfelf to imitate 
them. I am determmed to follow thee, 

^>fti^ wdl ^tetil^ it ntyntmlifiloR 10 "re-* 

'^^(ktfblfr 't&e6%i ^effwy j»t ^ my fce^ 

^^h»4o^tt/\^Qt)i^r 3towii^ G^i eo4 

^^siWiMb iMn^ ^ wMi ii^rd to my* 

«*^i*lir -of^^^ifiiftftyw, to^ir«Btee-tb*5i^ 

<i>Ik6dalbIVji&d$I^V a&d'V^ i}isaljt^t^ 

^^Ufld >(lkiib bf dttwftl^^ iftS 

^t)b a IHibiM^ tiriF ^iieiti' M ^r |(!inti a# 
•^^Aej '^n^i^ ^{k ^mf >S«vi0«r,' bttt i^ii 

^^fefc%:«,|frat.wlHdiiititeiidit]9 h^ 










:?r':rlxn n*jc: >: f^rrf.d -i:/..;: ,r/jdJ rt? rf^io^^ 
lar- /S\>i \ih io inSiTj olf/rfy/ drft ni fe^** 



y 



:, Cifiii^« ^i»Miij s giit& ito 4ld S^jr t^i '^k^tftvi 

uttlJMciby td^^die WMh :^ fin )-^gibii^ 
Bud 4itiuB^«ttC^ hiftttiaiflre 41^ a^^^ii^g ^x« 

p a 



idL^Q^nyMX<y. iie»y \ ilia. ;&eraw«ait^\ ^sfia 

U»gratef#irfifi jQ^ialJdv tlieiplfelvef j^. iwitlft 

oAt ac^y inaiifiisr of mm^p^^iti tbt mgi 
le^ of it ; .whidiij/feaci&ili^lioj^ . 

^p(^les^ md firft ;Qhd^bs«/i:el%ibrtfty 

jjiatn ;i«^c dp nojy, though iJley; bijit tfctf 
gl^^tli of thrift' fr^flii Itezr^i:^ rjniyto»Mit 

loyeta3(^9>^ifcii^'.<^«r^b^ fp.^DRtt<^ ; 49wmii 
wlw live at 6? Demotje * 4iip^it<»i^ fiiiwnrtto 

thenn? .An(|}*)tf )fQntre,wft 9£tt:r 5grtaH]i 
pbUgoil foicob^r^te bi«ii9Y«iiii(4y4Ug-f69. 
^sf Was m)t\thiii£bpperiii^it^«ed:£w 

bur fak^ ^fniuch as for tbeii^? v 4i94» ii> 
one reSp^y xtkofe^ aS we lurct ikmMigjcmr. 
prJi^i^l&rol f^ygeMiskg ouriSenei^^^^it 
l)ecaufejt is no^. lon^r fiwcf tb^t lifi^ii^^ 
ed upon earthpi>Ml4. dieti |o; pifmiuii^itllQ 

J^citfi of,:ri3depipti9^. for- .u».f,H A'nd 
pji^i w<,npt .tM«kfiBBiy:l;^,,oW^« -a» 
m(U$utipnsWJnch^4t>tI^^^ Vl^i^ -^^S^ 
bur. faith' an4y|p^it»daV^^A'' iyaftitutioa 
wj^ik th$ pf ii»i««{^ Cb^itns i)b(Q9rYed 
aa inucI^pjtofi^.^haniKfii 5»s.*ipp»>tlie ac- 
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^Sbcfea £DkQdduEidiiii\%r^df ibulfi^ as; GhiM 

iridEi\liir^oodv'ib^iidi0diby; htl 
ficeaebu^,/ nk^ hfe^^ppcwi^ 

jdj»l^.:,r JElutitfi^n : we\IiaPG^\ ria£^ tp Jbe^ 

jUlpe Jb^pittik^fbp»«3nsr3iatnidi^^ 

d»tp:!ifi5f:kiol(fturciiJ iTheinfl]^aralIeledi0f« 
i»f:j€ifiis ihQfahi tr^xxKr ^^jSy^ iniidftaddd | 
but we muft not think that ihiffjcsx^iaddi 
ite li4mQts{ge^,>imdiaren- iiaceffil^, ^of^an 
<nadta«fto^t]tt.^hidi^it is^tenida^berid*^ 
ttcit arfn^m openiTii^' folemn manneri 
.Thertwiorfiiip'iof lOckl is to (be ^>pierfii>pnied 
^aryi<}i7v^ipddEie'clofd:9iaiid^'iik tK« ^mu^ 
J^>iAiioi^rfbtlifi^flding wUdi,.'; Gbod faw it 
dfe<}u)S)tdjftati;gts^ apart ana dayi ia: fi^v^ea 
for fibe nisare sugidit^dclptt^fe pe>£qrni^ 
wd; afy Uflr: ivk>rih)p; ;.^ Abcbikab thei^e J4 
oiijrrCttch 'tIni:)goairI:tna£:'rd in .the 

^maAd^-w^i iaaj r^dsae^ ia gveatlnuiafurQ 
owing :to jtherobfcrYstcbn :o£>thwLo]»ft?l 
iiax ;^\a^ft) it iSr.tofBfe attribuiBed h>utl^ 
]la0fdr/t.^Ebf^)a(^tbat:thBineiiK)iy 
^ve^jteRoadi a&d^flouiiflm in fa^ chsirdw 



«ltoll0w 9t!GkiSAratridxhtMagimlt Bobifafe 

Jim m iff g m ^ €fCho^i9\!flfm^dmK^^n^ 

ibttb^fambS ihyirilinihnliy .miflhiiaifcfcy tMSff 
bectBrodkjr; fyi i yt i ttM ixrfCadi^ iff «^ loiitt 



fyr&r the tB^^MiBt^viaksi,i2M^\m^^ 

ftlMfe ace fcntr enik ftKiiieiStmioflfibll^^ 

Shj Mid iht idigh«iifl rebcmff' ctf dMir 

lafeiaft^ ve latt) f : . iSte^ aM- >iMii catTftn» 
lloughti i6«Effaer« <9BEiejlb« ^ fine// wit 



evslPiW imCp!s2SI9CKS1^ A j|3 



' • M ^ • 



iiikD tfasfiDfitndttiieilt^^difiof^jQasU 

llwot i^ this ^ei!:}{ ricafan<wel:iro/mil0Td 

^£d)b^iidib£at2Uli^i€daiSt!Rnd!^ 
feUi/a&ibi« boKfid Ibccldufej €ktl /ibStbixi^ 

y^i^if^ thfiflaliflcifi oa^ltoi^firl mstftma^ 

WAytii^j^^i ti^Al^[iwe>atei;allxotopr^i 
|i^^d^|yl f j^ntiniAc^cl in rihe aqms jof ^^ 
3lHlia>lcJyje£ ,a(iindi lw>Wi ifl (toll: k^ 

l^ng^iifWrnwrfiiwi fir ttsf:ThKeibtmi:.^^^ 

and furely, th^OriTOUchi;«»OTe|n.ijiTWI-< 

, neis to bear their necefHties, ana to cfif* 

(Jt) 1 John, iv. 10. (0 1 John iv. 19. («i) John xiii. S4 
(»; 1 Jolio iv. 21. (o) 1 John iii. 16. 
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indsjoodtwifi to Unuoiki'&naai.tm^tttEMiti 

^ D * any ^^fans^, o6oaSttd\fMk me t^ra&f 

'^ittf^ tdMi& dbings li^iehxMiit^tKtoft ^^ 
^icbpis4bk^\ttk»;q(bdii^(iftib«i 
1<£heiciufe of relqdbn; rifliat (is; tH^ 
¥\riF JeBisimiUie i3odd ? ^ ^i»t%iM wy 

^iiresrthM^ and aflkig ki iiib^ airdiffifl^ 
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■^^MM^iamsi^c wmsemm /. ^ 
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aftg^liBs/iriKi JX|ttifibe fif t^pjJtiSxy fiu:rjkc) 

ieitfaei /hmgtiage xkr-mt iijafiitutioir itfelfi 

fl^4^i£H^ iknieifei^er)^ ti^tblwdL' rf Cl^ 
«c&irf4[^t<?a*':/5bwt^>*^ (<)i Tiie^ deaths of 
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3^ A im3csmKsi(xsa3acnvi30uG 

and as fuch, is commemorated in the fa- 
crament of thelflipjieJtlSBut the Lord's 
fupper is not, and indeed cannot be, itfelf, 
A»j^^a:^fa€ii^cci S^ tKe P^^^\affif3h f^he- 
€i\i{€: it is %:o(xhi|!su^QJi^ttye^fig<il o£^it\> 
"JunAlt^pHixrion^ fenfe .wilt>teafeh7tis'^ttet,^e 
figa^p^n^jtlieitfain^^nifii^d b^^t^^^pnnoi 
ImJihfcfajincc :^HQwfevcr^:a»tiinEB5jgtiffba!Cwi 
(5to&^e%tiis4^^6p^ ottthztiik^ 

Btfcfl^t sV sustA Itvet^Mh^i^th^l'hAies^ 
tdk^s Vhe;^\^on&crkie^ elexn^ents, 4u^ dotli^ 
as.«l mtrc^Ahf h& Imads'upcto. tK^fafijfi^ 
£Lccc&rc|)ce&ntj3dilS^ {^lif^ a6^ pkad .#illi 
^ciS^iifit viiitufijof it^ 36in|2tmhn{i0iid;^ 

aa;xdj^ittKit.he:dcicsiaA:4he &r>^83a/<sfilGiod) 
to jyacii^tw:*^aictff|Jif^5c^^ 
wAtoi^ :ptt0ed4Jtto\ihei^j^ii^S:^^ VllKS third 
axVQ tihe iiSnthJioun^odigth© Jews^h^t 
tbfie afi^wei^fa@\ic\d«ir/v^^ 
ttieiiiiQrmngi :im^ dbtem ^mpc j:§: lort rDtbrod 
in-;. thiBV;afe6r!ybDiK)li\yffrci)IcaHpcdra£*?znu 
j^2;^'^/:\;^''*Qed'^\i&c'>tb4fe( ^^^ 
fljeMiily fecBjfic^x ind t ^ievintf^utg\gfe«? 
fcenlB; ^'h^»\tiic^^rfpk!(ihofi!jft) o&ffd^eiB 
pyarjieisjptjairth^y) migh*^^ acc&mpan^ Vtho 
^acii&cc^ invt^hfiitffinp^e^iajnd beeowieimdrd 

Thus, in all qui;^ iippf caches jto the thfuric 



'^^ymm^c^r Wie%r i»,pw^ or. ^., 
Oft )PW ^«K?i^9ft»,r)%9#. WOiPf it.."ti'?2 

our hope, and what, being ^^^^ ^Tea-^> 




Mfho^ o^tj(rf/ius^,grpat affeflioit to, tji^\ 
memory, of .hi& ton, J&ad an. jip^l^.of , K^pj ; 
placed xn ;.t^e i^c^q ; . to y^hicS ' 

v^uitsar kavipgxoinnp a i&ulfe, , woWd I 



£ ^ 



•c 



3T A mseo^^sg co"NfciiiiriN© 

Hfere we, Who haye. ^i^votifly-dfifenaed 
Gddj, take refuge* by f aith m^Chrift hiini' 
felf; his once deld, ' but no\v^*^ver Wving' 
Sbn. In the lively exierclfc?' of which 
faith we 'are very triuch affiftcd % the re;- * 
prefentation of our ■Saviour'.i: fufferings * 
exhibited to us in his fuppei^.^ *' I have v 
**^^finned,' and blufli t6Hft up my face to ' 
thee, my God j but fee; heVe what thy' 
• beloved Son hath fuffered- "for* my fins j 
** Let thy juftice behold thi'^ fecVifice, audi ' 
** after that ^ght ^hath^ ^^fai^^^ed it; 1^^ it 
*^thenftrtker ? :^f ; ;^ '' '/'' ' ^ " * 

'^Thfere are two' thin^s^%crre:dped^^ 
which We are taught by* tKe f eprcfentation 
6( Chrifi's facrifice in the facramentilfup- • 
per, visa, the great' evil of fill ; and XJodH 
r^adixiefs to pardoit it^ ii'hidt :we are to • 
cb'rifider as an ^ argutiiliit of a)i?;grcat 
gocdnefsr; We fee the evil of fin in* the 
ftifferings of pthe^' iriexi ; ari.d^.ftcl it'ln btt 
ow'n.T But liot kfl the ttiftlkities of htt^"^- 
Irian Itfe,' nor death reigning frbni Adam 
tb tlie laft generation; of feeij that fiia)!' 
be upon earth, can affdrd'that convincing, ' 
that'affeftihg e^idenceof'the^fe^^^^ fin, 
a& ttie fiifferirtgs and'tleat?i.bF the Sort of ^ 
Goci- Milft 'he^ ffirit <d:eelfe*fFlpbrfoiT,' ^ 
fi:ylcd tbe Son of^Gocf, to'^ri^lte his digni- 



7 T.H^ ;W)*l>i i;i WjTW*^ f^ -f9 




;wM<<|i:J^eH^e4^Auch mnc^^piftttonJ . And 
,}sbyL3it^ li frpi»j'th«f'>d^lc»^%^st^aflioh of 

.n^y.Saviourt to. takj^ ctocafipa <P refleft on 
jlM,«yU of iki feut.tMtil m^Y be .excited 
.^.haie^ it, mqr>t iltori.faiiei?>:!aadtajffolvc 
jQld fl^tiJb ftg^aftxlfiv iriUfti;:! .am fcnfi- 
i^^i i^ ithi^ f;h4i d^gD^d ; ;^ldiid. I dor now, 
ti^tf^QTj^l tcmmni& jaltteague and friend* 
J5i|p ^th ^fb Jiiidpl)&^(pUib of hatred xb 
t>at, atjdJqjfe tf^iin^gf.fiavioiix,; interid.tp 
j3^fuQ,it to iti utter andifi^ldeftriiftion* 
c^qd great -i» tli^:.^ticouini|pii8vent that I 
|iava jjo.ido A>j ifinicey ^itl^e. ordinaike 
ib^fpre tRiei ;jL Mve A fort oiootlaii demon- 
ilratif^^y tibat Giid li ready to forgive all 
i^, \^hicb iho^ that, he; is as. good^ as 
fi^^ W C^.' Qffifti^od; oa a:lacrificr; 
^nd if tJbiSi fatcrifice rwas not ^cepted^ 
.whf^r^fore. is thb petpetiuil . itemonad of 
|tf . If inilkificie^ty why is there not ;t 
I'fpcAitipn t^f ih^ikcrifice ilfelf^ bntcni^ 
jrfi^thie -reprcfcDtAtion .of/it? Without 
€0Ptrirter^,iGo4(i& in 'Chrift-redoociling 
fh? yfOTJd to ".h«ti&l^ Valid j^ aftually ret 
qcaicilf d :to ail. that repent. The ho^e of 
forgiveneib. i$ ^flfential to the religion erf 
fallen creature^^ 9»iX OOP of the firft and . 







1> t^d[i;t^fal'f ^dbg^nte ? 

,kig8 ariti fldfeas^ fckOBUi^tPJli win ^icd^ 
^hie^ithH tie iiplgs^^^rkfaii^ I'^^ii^Mb 

iiik^'>their iiii8}i:a»^ lATiMf&lfig ^ tlid^ '^^^imt 

Hm; 3%^ qfe2(fth oof i Caia{bi^^«ivfol%''']S^ 

xai&d: abimckoitlf ifnoii(tii>J Li«o4ll t^e»^ 

'ICUiaft dBscbtibutvfor thkt trdiy i»»(bK 

fir if J fd xriiidh' wasidcs^cPlb Ate -^kipmk 
(^o/hifif/thit wto riobil^tidiai^il^i^eil^ 



ptjtd fir^^^u^m, is much fitted for it 
afi^ >,dfy^w<k)S4B t6 burn ? ;' 

^ -i;^' The i^'o'^d^s /upper irafeajl upon a fa^- 
ertfice. ' It is called a feaft^ in allufion to" 
the ^y^g^vt&>pafr6vel^;■ fot CfJri/icuf^ P^ff^^\ 
venUfd&nficedfotu$ : («r) ancf as llie Jews ; 
feafted -mpon- their pafehal lajnb, after it; 
had>b€en firft prefented to God, fo do we,' 
f4C!?amentalfy^ arid by feith, upon ours; 
'Ehfe'fem^tedratfeil' of it- will fug^eft fevc{ 
ral tM^g^ <>t ^hit'iif^ and iniportancel:o^ 

ocnr thobghts*'^ '^' ' " . -'^'' 

'- iJt.-M ^'feafl^it^^is very ex^dfive of 
thl?''(5l)rm)ii««l8ft-5of"famts. ^Eating and 
drinkiftg- to0e^her^^%'as' ever counted a' 
itlark'of friendftip, ;^nd a- likely way oP 
eftablifliing thfe titiioii j efpecially if a feaft'' 
\^ added to thts vti*y end : iPor, as one ob- ; 
forVfcs, t'h» afii^^tirited 'tti- ia mutual promife' 
crf*the pijtties concerned, td'lii^e in peace 
aftd*tihity^ftK>i)g,tiiemfelYes; (y) By how • 
iif^ny eridiariifg- ties doth Chrift J)i"eferve 
th^. urfitf f^ his ' body the church i and ^ 
yt% alMi! tie enough to^ keep the mehilfers * 
of it faft^khit't^OTfe another. 'Of all the ' 
e«tet-iial bawis'bf Ghriftiah love, there is ' 
n5iie of Hhat efficacy as the holy commu-* 
iiioft : whefefote it is recorded' of the 
primiti^exltfciples^ that tbey cordmue'djied^ 

(x) 1 Cor. V. 7, 81 M ^) ^Oei), mv. 23— 3Q. 

£ a 



4^ A Di9€9^pfti¥ ii§}i§gK^/fmcr 

and in breaking (tf krrf^ ^ti4rm:pWffrSf 
AfJ^themutfifi^^ cftj^m ?0^^f^W^:W^^ 
of.^h^ hsart^ and ^^n^ fimU i%^ If tlWjr 
tli^t are of Xh^ i%mt - im^nr'S^ ^^ n«r 
t^, fliia;^^ tat*te, cafnnot ^a^eg, tbey m^A? 

for 'm af^a^pmiil^r^fifi^^t pfgJmfi^, .(^) - 

f^aipeftts, ^{Ifr^^ting $^ fiiii^ ^ril^ - 
are incorporated into one ixiiyftie^ feocjj^i 

ap^ , ^witfd, 40 .C|^ ^^f fi^B «re iwt.i^Wc 
tRpiaiat^n a t^fa?^1^fe,hftW^ny.ii(WOi^ 

ttei^felves^ k$ ijS:-^eY<a't w-ofidep- (hM> 
otbecs diS^x. Should ji^ tl^^r* es^e[ ibcTf 
a^ alj( tiines|», aiid^ a|l Jp<3^B?i; *^ J^H^. '*S^) 
unify of tjbe fpirii i^tk^^W^i ^'j>W.? .(^> 
Is no;t t^hi;^ ^he lefliop.'^eleapfvfedvi.vOWt 
Lpjxi'? inft^u$i«g t^Sr foppp?-,f fta4!.*»«t: 
tfiw^ which, we pjK^m^fe wbop.\(^;:in4cA 

t\ip agrqenieirt aflipBtg^|«r^9SiCp»fij^f^2rt*< 
c4 iflf *nx wicfced; 4ffig» J; wd: l>t*ftr tjo- 

njiore tO; hoW( ijuKihr^cro^tQ^lJiW, th^R- 

thp iiiw^^cQiTamon prijvilie^d a 

hQH?s tQ pwfvj^di^Eiti(w^W®rtg'thcrm4 

^ 'I 



r 



2n%ht rfiirtlicr yemirk to^ Usr matm* of €&6' 
^eateft>1atn^ht0«iGrh of attj «hat fb^fad)^ 
noHitof the^'fupliei^^ whkhiluKilci bo th^^' 
d^ntre of tilriibn to <te 'C:h]fifti&^ VtJ^bV 
infttiad ^o£ alloys* aiffwa-litg that tti^^ 
Itob too ofta^n be^tfi one of tteehi^f e^*^ 
giires to di<vid6 itieA inm p^rttes^ d^ tM 
pEfncipal in^^s co fliarpift ahft teiH^o'tlW 
zeal 6f 0nd-j>arty agaiuft ^notkisir. ' We • 
neeclnot g6 fe f^r l)»;ek as th^ aili»k>|tie& 
a»o>ig ibntefofeigsi Prot^a^c^d ih Ik^j 
h^nning df tlife Reformattefl j Ifokf "m^ 
have too many h¥fta«K^efd n^ai^if hc^^/' 
l8;it tba^f this &orarm6irt hktkdf ibfelf IftiS ' 
tendency ? or becaufe men cannotb^ co^- 
tAstad to'fet bctaff? ^joy tlie ordiHtfU^ges 
otf ttegofpel in that fiih^lfciry ii5 Which 
Ghi^ left thdm t^ hi^ immediate jfolIo#^ 
ey»^nor ton ttof fame t^i^ms of e^muni^fe 
as iQl^iere tihea t&bught fu^ckht .^ ' ISi^ t^ikt 
as it maiy^ tfhe duty c>f all dommiiPii^kanflii' 

y^^rCAHj} iti Jifk^ify t {c) It is CtVizKti 
hrbeknags totbe ccdndi^timon of feints^ 

iwlietfaef he be <rf ^tfbe pareiciifer^cmn^mu-^ 
iifo«<t*at^ i ^>a meinJber ofyof of (c^^- 

otfair; though it fb^ld be <ii one ^^^^ 
\duQb I; ami e&d>ldidd^ begailfe ifoot able to 

(c)Epfa. vji^. ; 



44 A DIBOOUI^SB CCmCERmNG 

cpmplf, without offemKng my conlcience^ 
\yith the conditions required. In thxs< 
cafe, I »ra not prefcntly to -fhut himout^ 
from a ftSare in my affe^ionsv but to ac-r 
cpuQt him 35 a brother,' whether he will»> 
call me by that name or not ; aodN^hen^ 
I think, that all good ChriiUans are. jo£x 
the fansi^ family, and united to the £Lme>: 
hedid) how diftant ibever in pkuce, or per^f 
haps in, opinion, I am to ftretch my heart: 
a^Avide a$rpQifibly I cao, that I may taker: 
thepijall in^ rememberings that the fame- 
heaven will receive us.at feft, though ^ the ^ 
fame place, through iieceflity^ or foctfa^ 
?fome unhappy miftake, cannot hold usi 
upon earth* ..; j i 

. 2d!y. The Lord *s ^upper being a feaft: 
on a facrilice, we have z feltv'wjhip th«reia> 
with i be Father, and kuM his Spn ytftU.' 
Chri/i. The tabernacle, or temple, tinder ^ 
the law, was the houfe of God, the altar, 
las table ; and the facrifices brought to^ 
he offered there were no k)nger the offer^ 
er's, but the provifion^ of Grod's houfe, 
arid are therefore called /i?^ hr^ad. (or 
food) of.G^d; (rf) fothat >vhen theijof* 
ferer was permitted to pajtake tbf his* o»f li/c 
fe^rifice, he was not to confider it asrhis^ 
own, but as Gqd^, and to lopki upon 



» < 



if«kr'm9Li>%i^^m>. •■ % 



ft{^^fi» G^^lgif^^ ^A^ i§4iVt «^ 

%!ii&id'm>fbi>tmf the mfd'-f ai^'^^jj^^'^ 





iifitfies 'his J>f6fen'Cej told tiicls tiVeir^ W6^ 
J«*=riiy¥<sefciVfcr \ireleiottie' to 'ihi ehWrtilftt 
•«»flie»tfe ©f !bte Hotrffe ! irkis fefobM«i§_ 
-^-flio^d iih«« WBe A'gcfeft afe'tlfe tafete# 
^ tii gfeaf dl pfeiafe* ti5.&^ ^s»t** V ^^f^iitfei* 

f*^t[am an the guKft (Etffeed.^ai tt^ly; R>i 

" vanced to dwell in his-fidaVdnly-'pilaTDii!-.''' 
«J*fe i^-ftli'^Patrf takes '66tiei« th'it tkey 

bp ^tiM<Hg of Ms :e^i anS'pzk^MQg df 
m^Mn^'y It'^l'ndl^bt ainift if 'WS 
ft»«4ifi4t0fifid«l-V kfift dte):<l3f<ijfilth^»i 
b^fig ictokfl-tous G«htil^ -vitke afiibng 

(e; t Cor. X. 2t ih 26.' ' " ^/J 1 Cor. x, 20, 21. 



46 A m$CWK%t. CilNCZIIMJK^ 

tl^fe :^h^ wcf;c inr:fri«i^0H{!i sritfe &}fe 

god^i«san4 ftr^ngf^rs to t}xe trpc.i while. 
yf€^ , tjiejir 4efcenclant$, 4r^ bt^f^gbf nigh ^ 
ihebiwdjof Cbri/iy (^g)jp^nch nearer tKiti 
our H^ta^n ance(k)Fs ; nay^^ nea^f tbap 
Ood^s jpecii^liar people themrdves tm.der thf 
law ; toTi^ agreeably ^fO'the fuperiof escef* 
iency of our facrifice,is pur greater freedpO^ 
of accefs to. God j who, having bf?(loNved cm 
us the adoption ofjonsj'h^ih/efitfo^tkt^^ 
Spirit of his^ Son into our, kearUjiryi^gi.sAf^ 
ka^ Father; (/>) iH>t ibe fpirit of Mndage^ 
but the fjlJr it of adoption : (/) to encourage 
which filial' ftjirit, and humbly boli^Aefs 
towards. God^ the whole fran>e;of the gos- 
pel difpenfation is vifibljr fitted, and pAr* 
ticularly fhe ordiE^ance of the. iuppen 
\Vc are now treated more ^ childr^rt^ 
.2|nd are, Emphatically fpeaking, a ^peoptt 
near unto the Lord* .....'' 

Now, fince futh i$ the nature? of thl^ 
ordinance, that tb^^ bread wbkcbipe break 
p thj^e cmmunioi\ of the body (f Xhrifi / and 
the cup^ cf bUJ/ingiphi/ch we blefs is the^xoify^ 
mpnion (f\ tpe blood pf Chrl/i ; (k), . what' 
manner of perfons-ougi^t ^hriftian cpm* 
mumcants to be, ip' all purity pf hearts 
and hoiin^fs of confverfation> whp arp rct 

(jr) BpU. it. 13. (A) o*». 4v: 6. . , (r). fiom. ▼Ui. u.. . 
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diived into *his 'ifitimatc cotrverffi wJtK' 
the hol^^ * OcdV and* with -his Son JefusI 
Ckrift; the image of his hoHnefs ! ' ' Wh(xt 
comimnioh hath light with ddrkmfs ?. (7) ^ 
we fay that we have fellow/hip with him^ 
4nd ivalk in darknefs^ we //>, arid do not the 
ituth : but' if we^it^dlk in the Ji^hip as he it 
in the lights we have feltowjhip vne ^uAh 
another; and the bhod of Jefus Chriji his] 
Son cieanfeth ^as from all fin. Im) We are, 
doubtlefs, kt beft, unworthy of this com-' 
Tnuiiioh with God, and not fo well quali- 
fied for it as were to be defircd. And 
hierAipbi^ we might be ready to queftion 
oUr beittg privileged with fo near ain a^' 
jplroach to Mm,but that he hathput it but of 
ifll floubt^ by condefcending to our weak-' 
ilfefe, and, in a manner, appealing to our 
very fenfes, in order to convince us of 
his entire readincfs to receive us, worthw 
Itfil as w*e are, arid, unfit as we are for his^ 
Aciety, ty dwell with us. He that invi-* 
tteth tis to his table, will not deny us his 
^rtferice and converfe there. Let us ac- 
knowledge our unpreparednefe for com- 
munion with God, and the backwardnefs- 
of oar tead hearts to it: but let us not 
doubt of God's willingnefs to have coap- 
muUion Xvith us, jhroyided only that we 

\(/) 2 Cor. VI. 14. («2) 1 J Wi. 6, r. 




^^. Rn 7?^ .-**? /«^^ ia t*>e • nes^ : ai^ . jjj 
^9tiPSl?i '«^.?«i bpth; thef^ 40, fft, clwT^ 

<!fi]^<Wint,. "^^e ]do^ ojf fthj? J«wj jjpptaln-. 
^ tUe pr<?9niif%s of <lp^ .t^. thejfiople o^ 

inife? :v5>uld. be;fuJfi^.tQ; th§a|, J»- t;fe|?en 
fe;; called, /j*^ ^^^ gi^i#« . i:^^nspt^t aio^ 
^f^a^fe, whea tbi^>o0tew^.rQ»5J:ip /ti» 
^y^if^cp. pf t^ pca^pi^r/wfliO.. prq^*^ 
tjb3t all that tl>eLof-^ha4 ^4 they "m^i^ 
4p> and bepbediept, t^hepe-wp^e b^s^S;of*. 

Uffii^ ^^1^4; the B?DpJ^ tQ .del|,9t€ tfa?!) 
folemn; rati^^tiqii' ^qf Gpd'4 jcqy^iAJjfe 
with thp^^ ]th^,b|ood.| thec^x^, hath 
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the' name given it of the/blQ$d of the cotie-. 
nanU (n) In like manner, the gofpel be- 
ing Qod's new covenant with all fuch as 
believe in Jefug Ghrift j. as the New Tef- 
tament, in which the gpfpel is reccwrded, 
may very properly be ftyled the book of the 
cqvenant ; fo the blood of Ghrift, by which 
this covenant was confirmed, is exprefsly 
called t^he b/ood of the covenants (o) The 
covenant of grace hath an eflential refpecl 
to the facrifice of the crofs, as the founda- 
tion upon which it refts ; and forafmuch 
as in the Lord's fiipper we both facra- 
meutally and fpiritually partake of thig 
f^rifice, it does very naturally fuggeft 
the thought of renewing, by and through 
this worthy facrifice, our covenant with 
God, and the dedication of ourfelves and 
all that we have to him. In the 50th 
Pfalm we have an edict from the King of 
heaven, publiflied in the following form 
of words-: Gather my faints together unto^ 
me^ thofe that have made a covenant with 
me by facrifice^ This is fpoken of God's 
ancient people, who entered into cove- 
nant with him at the very time that the 
facrifice was killed and offered. Where- 
as here, the facrifice is firft offered, and 
offered once for all ;* and then, with an 

(n) Exod. xxivr. 7, a (o) Heb. x. 29. 

F 



5^ ^ DISCOURSE CONCERNINO 

r 

eye to this facrifice, we covenant with 
God, one perfon after . another, and one 
generation after another ; either fingly, 
as in baptifm ; or a whole fociety to- 
gether, as in- the Lord's fupper. ' The firft 
time of our approaching the Lord's table 

■ fnay, upon fome accounts, be the moft 
awful, as we then firft of all communi- 
cate in the memorials of our Saviour's 
body and blood, and by thefe facred fym- 
bols confirm and folemnize our dedica* 
tion to God ; but then we renew this 
dedication', or covenant, every time we 
receive the hdy communion. It is true, 
when Chrift fays. This cup is the New Tef^ 
iament (or covenant) in my bloody (p) the 
direft meaning feenrts to be no more than 
this, that the facramental wine is a figure 
or memorial of ^the blood of Chrift, by 
which the new covenant was eftabliflied. 
However, becaufe in the Lord's fupper 
we do facramentally eat the flcfti and 
(irink the blood of Chrift, we may there- 
fore be allowed to look on this ordinance 

..as a form of covenanting between God 
and us, and the feal of the covenant both 
on his part and ours. When Abraham 
is faid*to have received the Jign of circumci- 

fton^ afealofthe rightehfnefs of the faith y {q) 

{J>) Luke xxii. 20. (?) Rom. iv. 11. 
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what are we to utiderfland by thib meta- 
phor of a feal^ but the affurance which 
God gave Abraham, by this external fign, 
of the acceptabiencfs of his faith, for the 
fake of which he was pleafed to eftablifli 
his covenant with him ? The metaphor is 
borrowed from a well known cuftom, of 
making things firm and- certain by fetting 
a feal to them. And why may not the 
Lotd's fupper be, for much the lame rea- 
fon, efteemed a feal of God's covenant 
with us, being a vifible fign or token of 
his covenant favour towards us ? , The 
foul, by faithj may hear GkKi fpeaking to 
it after fome fuch manner as this : "Come 
*' hither, O thou whom I love ! I do 
** here promife upon the body and blood 
*' of my Son to be thy God, and to do 
^\ for thee all that can be expefted fron:^ ^ 
" that title ; and let this body and blood 
*' be witnefs between me and thee, for the 
*^ performance of my promife^'* ** With 
•*«all pofiible humility and grateful joy 
(replies the foul) do I accept^ thy offer, 
O moft merciful God ; and on the fiime 
facred pledges I promife to be thine. 
Taking thee, O Father Almighty, for 
my God and Father, my fovereign 
owner, and everlafting portion; ther 
" OSori of God, for my all fufficient Re 
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•' deemcr atid only Advocate ; stnd putting 
" myfelf into the hands and under thc^ 
conduft of the Holy Spirit, as my fanc- 
tifier and guide, my helper a«d com- 
** forter, I prefent myfelf a living facri- 
** fice, holy, acceptable to God, which is 
*' my reafonable fervice ! I take the pre- 
** cepts of the gofpel for the rule of my 
" a<aions, and rely upon the promtf^ of it 
" as the immoveable foundation of all my 
hopes. I refign myfelf to thy dHpofal, 
acknowledge K myfelf bound to live to 
thy glory, and vow hf thy grace to be 
*< obedient and faithful to the death. 
*« This is not the firft time 1 have thus co- 
" venant^d ; but now J cheerfully renew 
*^ the engagement, being fenfible that I 
*« cannot be bound too faft. I am con- 
tinually in fear, if the cords be not 
ftrengthened, left, in this flu6:uating 
world, I fhoiild break from my anchor, 
*' and be driven off from thee. I do here 
" therefore again upon the body and blood 
*' of Chrift, fwear to be obedient and 
** faithful. Lord, thou art a witnefs to 

*^ my oath, be thou my help !'' Can 

any thing be conceived more awful and 
binding than a covenant fo tranfaded ? 

It follows that, the Lord's fupper is a 
means and %n of our participating in the 
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benefits of the covenant ; fuch as, peace 
of confcience, joy in the Holy Ghoft, 
ftrength of grace, and more overflowing 
hopes of futijre bleffednefs. I have not 
mentioned the pardon of fin ; becaufe 
whenever the finner repents, and applies 
to the blood ofjprinkling^ his fins are imme.- 
diatcly forgiven him. His pardon is not 
delayed till he comes to the facrament ; 
nor, if a man comes to it in an unrelent- 
ing and unpardoned (late, does he go 
away juftified, only for the merit of this 
action ; which I fear is the miftaken no« 
tion of fome, who feem to make ufe of 
the facrament, as too many in the church 
of Rome' do of confefiion to a prieft, to 
pay off the old fcore, that they may go 
upon a new one : a^ miftake too danger- 
ous to be flighted, and too abfurd to need 
a long confutation. AU fuch thoughts 
are CTecluaUy overturned by this one 
confideration, that the only terms of for- 
givcnefs are faith and repentance ; faith 
working by love, and repentance ifluing 
in obedience ; fo that where thefe are, 
there is forgivenefs ; where thefe are 
wanting, in vain does any ona take fanc-^ 
tuary at the Lord's table j Avhich can no 
.more afford flielter to fuch, than the altar 
did to the murderer who fled to it. Tt^e 

Fa 



54 A DISCOURSE CONCERNING 

V 

\ 

law is exprefe. Thou Jhalt take him from 
my altar that he may die^ (r) But though 
God hath nowhere tied the forgivenefs of 
fin to men's receiving the facratnent ; yet 
fince forgivenefs itfelf, a:nd the comforta- 
ble fenfe of that forgivenefs, are two 
things, and the Jatter admits of variety of 
degrees, we may hope to find great ad- 
vantages by confdentioufly attending on 
the Lord's fupper, with regard to the a£- 
furance of God's forgiving love, and a 
larger efFufion of the Spirit of light, and 
holinefs, and confolation, upon lis* Of 
ail this the iacrament of the fuppcr is a 
a proper means, as it tends to b^et in us 
thofe pious aflfeftions and holy purpofes, 
on which^ God will never fail to confer his 
covenant bleifings, ,What thankfulnefe, 
what love, what indignation, what zeal, 
what defire, muft the fight of what is here 
beheld, raife in an ingenuous mind ! thank- 
fulnefe to God, love to Jefus, indignation 
againft fin, zeal in the fcrviceof our deacr 
Lord, and defire of being approved and 
accepted of him. No ordinance better 
fitted than this to kindle devout affedions, 
wherein we have the Prince of life cruci- 
fied before our eyes, fuffering, bleeding, 
groaning, dying, and aU this for oUr fakes, 

(f) Exod. xxi. 14. 
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to favc US, and ddlroy fin ; a fcene fitted 
to work on all our paflions, and at the 
iame time to engage the concurrence of 
ouT'reafonablc powers. Our affedions in 
this ordinance can never be wrought up 
to that dqgrce (I mean the affeftions be- 
fore mentioned) but that our reafon will 
approve of it, and even require more. 
To which let me add, that receiving 
the facrament being, in refpeft of the fin- 
cere Chriftian, an aft of obedience and 
love, bc^fi to God arid his Saviour, he 
^nay war rantably .exped that it fliall not 
not go unrewarded^ He comes becaufe 
it is his duty, and his duty is his delight ; 
and will not God beftow fome marks of 
his Ipecial' favour upon his willing and 
xheerful fervant ? And then, as this fa- 
crament is a means, fo to every worthy 
receiver it is a fign, of his participating 
in the benefits vof the covenant*. "For 
** fiirely , D my foul, this eating and drink- 
'** ing was not ordained to be an empty, 
idle ceremony ! The thing fignified is, 
thy feeding by faith on the body and 
*' blood of Chrift ; or rather thy comtnu- 
•* nicatirig in the glorious and happy ef- 
** feds of his body broken, and blood 
" flied. So indeed thou doft at other 
** times ; but more particularly now, that 
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thy faith in a crucified Saviour is aftu- 
alty exerted, and accompanies the me- 
*'morials, of his death. He that gave - 
*' himfelf for thee on the crofs, and gives 
*' himfelf to thee in the facrament of the 
"fupper, can withhold nothing from 
" thee/' Does not the very time feem to 
juftify our expeAation of partaking in 
the grace of our Lord Jefus Chri/i, the love 
ofGod^ and thefelkwjhip of the Holy Ghoji? 
What time fo proper to receive the ma- , 
nifeftations of thcfe, if we put ourfelv^s in 
a readinefs for them, as when we are re^ 
ceiving the pledges of them, and renew- 
ing that covenant in which they are pro- 
mifed ? Having received gifts for men, when 
will our King beftpw them, rf not at his 
own table ? — -This concludes the ^fth 
head, viz. The death of Chriji may be co^ 
ftdered as that of our facrijice. 



SECT. VIL 

VI. OvR Redeemer died as a conqueror. 
So it is cxprefsly faid^ that through death 
he dejlroyed him that had the power of deaths 
that is the devil ; and delivered them who 
through fear of death were all theit life* 
time fubje^ to bondage. (J) The wifdom 

(0 Heb. ii. U, 15. 



of God is remarkably feen in defeating 
the malice, of wicked men, and apof- 
>tatc fpifits, by thofe very means which 
-they make ufe of to bring their evil 
devices to pafe. How^great was Satan's 
triumph, when, having put into the 
heart of Judas to betray Chrift, and pufli*. 
^d on the Jews and Romans to crucify 
-him, he iaw the dreadful deed accomplifti- 
^ed ! little thinkifig, that what he fo re- 
joiced at, would prove the moft danger- 
ous blow to his empire that he ever re- 
ceived. Chrift had overcome the devil 
in the wilder nefs ^ on the crofs his viclo- 
ry over him is rendered mvore complete, 
by the influence of his dcatli to dj£roy 
fin, and to abolilli deatJi', the effed cf :• r: : 
By the fame ad that Sampfon Iroudit ' 
death upon himfelf, he involvetl great 
numbers of the enemies of God in the 
fame common deftruclion. I>at, ilriAly 
fpeaking, it w^s not Sampfon's death that 
Was fatal to the Phiiiftines, but the laft . 
act of his life : whereas, in the prefent 
cafe, death itfelf was the way of viftory. 
There have been inftances of thofe who 
have conquered at. death; and, having 
beaten their enemies, have then died well 
pleafed. Lo, here is one who conquers 
by dying.} not a common enemy, but the 
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univerfal and the laft enemy of mankind, 
even death itfclf! He was born that he 
might die, and he died to rife again. 
Our Saviour's dejiroying him that had the 
power of deaths is beft explained by his 
abolijhing death / (/) the fame word being 
ufed in both places, though diflferently 
tranflated. It is appointed to all men once /# 
die. (u) But . then Chrift died that he 
might deftroy, or make void, that death 
which pajfetb upon all men^ {x) by obtain-* 
ing a refurrcftion for all ; and for all that 
do good, a refurre<Sion to eternal life and 
Jiappinefs. And by making void all that 
death had been doing for fo many thou- 
fand years, he fruftrates, or makes void, 
the defign of that wicked fpirit, through 
whofe temptations man. firft loft immor- 
tality, and by whom, as a fort of conquer- 
or, the human race is held in bondage to 
the fear of death and the grave. Chrift, 
the fecond Adam, or head of our race, 
\jying without having deferved death, 
and dying in our ftead, recovers that inv- 
mortality which the firft Adam by his, fin 
had forfeited for himfelf and. pofterity. 
Under this notion, then, let us think of 
our dying JLord when we Ihow forth his 
death in the facrament of the fupper. Let 

t) 2 Tim. i. 10. (•) Heb. i^. 27. {x) Rom. v. 12. 
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US tWnk of him as vanqulfliing, not as 
vanquiflied. Let his death be corifidet-ed 
by us as the purchafe of our immortality ; 
and 'his refurreftion, which in this cafe 
we ought not to feparate from his death^ 
being fo nearly and fo neceffarily connefb* 
ed with it, as the pledge and affurance of 
k. By this means ^e fliall find refuge in 
the meditations of Chrift's death, efpe- 
ciaily at the table, againft the fears of our 
own. " Why fliould I fear to die ? why 
** fear to pafs into the ftate of the dead ? 
^ Hath not my Saviour tafted of the fame 
^ bitter cup ? and was. not his death foon 
*^ followed by his refurredion ? In like 
^^ manner, though I die, I fliall live 
** again, becaufe Chrift liveth. The in- 
•* terval in4eed is like to be much longer 
•^ between my death and my refurreftion : 
•* but what of that, fince the fouls of the 
** faithful immediately go to be where 
*' Chrift is ; and I have the famfe certainty 
<* that I fliall rife in the laft day, as that 
" my Redeemer is already rifen ; and 
** that I fliall rife to dweU with Chrift for 
*' ever, as that I live and die to him now ? 
" For this reafon, while I am commemora- 
** ting the death of my Redeemer, I will 
*^ take the occafion to celebrate- his con- 
**queft over death: and* to comfort my* 



$0 A ;01SCOURiSE COKCERNINO 

" felf with the pix>fpec^ of that unif 6rfal 
" triumph of all his meipbers over it, 
*^ which is referved to complete and crown 
** the folemnities of the; laft day . - O deaths 
*^ where is thy Jiing ? Q grave ^ where is 
*^ thy 'vi^ory ? ^he Jiing of death is Jin : 
** and the Jlrength of fm is the law. But. 
^^ thanks be to God^ whagiveth us the victory ^ 
^^ through our^ Lord Jefus^ Chriji.** (y) 

VIL We may confider the death of Chriji 
as the ground of his exaltatiqn. For becaufe 
hjs humbled himfelf and became obedient ta 
death, even the death of the crofs ; therefore 
alfo hath. God highly exalted hinty and given^ 
him a name which is above every name : that 
at the name of ye/us every knee Jhould bow^ 
of things in heaven^ and things on earthy and 
things under the earth ; and that every- 
tmguejhall confefsy that fefus ChriJI is Lordy 
to the glory of God the Father. {%) The- 
whole world is. fubjeft to his authority ; 
and all that can, are to acknowledge it^ 
by a voluntary fubjeclion of themfelves 
to it. In another place, God himfelf is^ 
brought ih faying to his Son, Thy throne^ 
God^ is for ever nnd ever ; a jceptre of 
righiedufnefs is the fcepire of thy- kingdom* 
Thou haft loved righteoufnefsy ana hsttcd ini^ 
quity ; therefore God^ even ihj GjJ-, hath 

(Jf) 1 Car. tv. SSSr. {z') I'll;- u. G-U, 
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Hft(Jinted thee imth the oil ofgladiiefs ahve tby^ 
fellows ; (a) advanced thee far above aU 
thofe, who, like thee, partake ^pf the royal: 
ftate and dignity. From theife two places 
compared together, we learn that what was 
fo highly pleafing to God in the death of 
his Son, and that-for which he hath exalted. 
him to his own righjt hand, invefting him 
with all power both in heaven and earth, is 
the obedience and fubmiflSiqn to the will of 
God which he manifefted therein ; his love 
of holinefe, and i^eal for the advancement 
of it, which was the great motive to his un- 
dertaking the office of Mediator between 
God and mafi, and diftovers itfelf through- 
out the execution of it.- From the hu- 
miliation of Chrift the Sdn of God, which 
is the firft fcene that opens to us when we 
are participating in the memorials of his 
death, let u$ pais in our thoughts to his 
exaltation, which foon . followed. Hejirjl 
Suffered^ and then entered into glory. From 
hence I am inftrufted by what method I 
may gain the divine favour, and advance 
myfelf in it ; not by praifing his filial obe- 
tiieikc, and reiignaition under fuffcrings, 
while I indulge to a fretful and repining 
temper myfelf; not by trufting to his 
righteoufnefs, when I am without the love 

(a) ttcb. 1. 8, g. 
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of rightcoufnefs in my^own heart, and a 
ftranger to the practice of it in my life. 
I cannot think, if I think foberly, that I 
can rife by any other way than that in 
which the Son of God did j that though 
I do not imitate him in liTs hatred ^f ini- 
quity, yet for his fake who hated it, and 
becaule he hated it, God will beftow the 
fame marks of his favour upon me, as on 
thofe that are m oft like him ; and thait a 
part of that glqry which he received as 
the reward of his holinefs and obedience, 
fliall defcend on me, who have nothing to 
produce of eitlier ; not even the lowcft 
degree of gofpel fincerity. Let this con- 
vince me of the neceflity of holihefe, that 
I may pleafe God, and animate me to en- 
deavour after the higheft meafures of it ; 
iince, in the fame degree as I approach my 
Saviour now, I fhall approach him in hap- 
pinefs and glory hereatten Once more^ 



SECT. vni. 

Till. Thm, deaih of Cbrijl may be confidered 
in the relation // bears io his fecmd appear • 
once* FifT as often as we eat fhU his breads 
And drink this his mpy we dojhev) bis death 
tm he eime. Coxnc he will then : and tiB he 
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docs come, his church on earth is never to 
ceafe ihowing forth his deat^ As he was 
once offered to bear the Jim of many^ fo unh 
them that look for him Jhali be appear thefe\ 
condtinie without fm (i. e. an ofiering for 
fin) unto fahation. (b) He then came to 
purchafe falvation, now to confer iti 
Thefe two, viz. the firft and the fecond 
coming of Chrift, how great foever the 
diftance of time may be between the one 
and the other^ ou^t to be joined in the 
Chriftian's view, as they are mentioned 
together in the paffage juft now cited. As 
often as ye eat this breads &c. We believe 
that Chrift died ; and) to publifli'this be* 
lief, we fliow his death in this ordinance : 
but we believe alfo that he rofe again from 
the dead, that he afcended up far above all 
^eavens, and that from thence he ihaU 
^ defcend in the fame manner as^his difci- 
pies faw him go into heaven \ and, in 
teftimoify of tms our belief, we pow bis 
death till he come. This ordinance hath a 
double afped in one. It does at the 
fame time look backward and forward j 
being a thankful commemoration of the 
meritorious^ though acciirfed death which 
our Saviour fuffered wheii he firft came 
into the worid, by virtiie of which com- 

(A) Hfeb. ix. 2S. 



(64 A MSCOXrilSE COKCERNING 

memof ation It t>ecom^ a joyful pkdg^ of 
his fecDnd glorious advent ; and as fuck 
he left it to his church ; which is never 
•to part with the pledge, till the perfim 
himfelf comes to redeem it by his pre^ 
ience. An appearance this is which «very 
-lover of Chi^ift fhould rejoice to think on:: 
-ready td^try dut in the ecftafies of his 
paffion^, ^^ Geme^ Lord y^iss, tome qukkly i 
^ In this tnyftery I fee thee ^arkty, as 
<^ through a gla^. O when ikalk I be^ 
*« hold thee face to face ! When will ihe 
<« Sun of rigbteoufnefs breajc through aM in^- 
<< terpofing veik, that thefe fliadpws liiay 
-^fee done away, -^-tfnd his fpoufe, the 
^« church, have the pleasure of feeitlg hifti 
^m all his ^oryi Sweet are dve a|]l 
^^ pleaches h^ now makes to our fouls ^: 
■*< thefe diftant and doudy views are a 
<< mighty refre&meiit; how much -will 
^^ the pleafure be increafed when 1 flialt b$ 
^ abfint from the body ^ and prefent with the 
** Lord / (0 above all, when I ftwdl put 
<< on my ^orified bddv, and, with the 
<< many thoufands, and thoufand times ten 
*^ thoufand of his faints that have ev^r liv^ 
^< ed upon earth, &2dl afcetid to meet him in 
«« the air ; (d) be publicly sibfolved and 
^ acknowled^d by hini) and by him pre^ 

' (c) 2 Cor. T. 8. (rf) 1 The«8. iv. 17^ 
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^^ fibnted holy and with0ut Uame to God^ 
^^ even cHir Father ; fee him arrayed in 
*^ fliajefty and love, and fall worfhipping 
^* at his feet : Lord, what wilj our tranl- 

** ports be!** Did this facred aftion 

only lead us back to the death of Chrift, 
and iignify no more, it.^v^uld be but a 
heartlefs and a melancholy entertainment ; 
we* ihould fit penfive at his table, and 
have no objeds before us, but fuch as 
were fitted to feed ourforrow: but blef- 
fed be God, from' the death of Chrift 
it carries our view to the concluding day 
of the world, when he Ihall be revealed 
in the glory of the Father, and of his hb« 
ly angels; and thine eyes, O Chrlfiian, 
£hall behcdd him thine, and not another's i 
Thy Saviour died, but he is not periihed ; 
he ever liveth to govern the w6rld, and 
iQterc^de fpr his church ; he is gone, but 
not with a defign never more to return. 
And this muft needs be a pleafing medita* 
tioii to one whofe foul is continually 
reachingout after his Redeemer. Thefaith- 
ful Ifraelite was chara6lerifed\by his ear- 
neft expedation of the firft coming of the 
Mefliah ; the true Chriftiln is known by 
the belief and hope of the fecond coming 
of his Lord, and his care to prepare for 
it. The fagrifices under the law prefigur- 
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cd Chiift's iMuim of hkaSM on ±ht 
ccc^ : but that the Jews had :a diftm<5ir * 
igtotian of this figurative meaning x>f their 
ia^rifices, and thereby had their faitli iiip- 
ported and affified in regard of that £u:p- 
fice which was to 1^ ofibred in the fialneis 
of tiaie^ is not fo certain : whereas, the 
Chriftian hadi in hb hands menaorials of 
that precious deaths as a jdnd of fecurity 
af iis coming agaia under a more god- 
jAks form. The firft appearance of Chrift 
put an end to the figtlres of the law ; thb 
&cond will aboHih 'the c&Kmom^ ordi« 
nances of the gc^pel .; and gladly will the 
church make Uus exchaage of £aith for 
vifion, of the Ihadow for the fubftanc^ of 
the fign for the thmg iigmfied* For 
though the faithful love this ordinance 
much, they love Je&is himfelf more, foe 
whbfe faJfc alonethey love the infiitutiDn. 
Him .having not Jiemtiwj lave ; and in kim^ 
tbdugb now tbey fee him notf believing j tbey 
rejoice with jay unfpeakabU and full of glo* 
ry* (e) " And is it fo, that I love the ap* 
^^ pearance of Chrifr, and am perfuad^ 
^ that aU thofe things that are faid con^ 
<< cerning the ararfid circumftances of that 
<< appearance, and the importance and 
^eV^rlafttag confeqiiences of it, flail cer« 

• (<) IPet. i. 8. 
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^ tzwly <X)mc to pa& i Lord, what ttaS'^ 
^> ner of peribn then ought I to be io all 
1^ holy comveriatlon and godEnefs ! Is it 
*> one end o£ my partaking of the Lord's 
^{xxpp&Cj to declare my belief of Chrift-s 
^ Goming again to judge the world, and 
^ to be ^rified in his iaints ? and ought 
^^ not this to mind me of another thmg 
<* whidi I fhould pcapofk by k, even the 
f^ nakiag tncsrt ready for his comings 
^ amd behaving with a conilant regard to 
^ that great day, that fo I may be able to 
^ give up my itccount with joy ? L^ mo 
** watch, becaufe I know not the hour 
^ when our Lord fball come ; and let me 
^« never forget, that fuch as I am at the 
^ time of my death I ihail be found in 
^^ judgment, and that my death is. like to 
*' be conformable to my life/' 



|IEFLECTI0N5. 

This difcourfe will naturally lead lis to 
tnake the few following refleftions : 

SE€T. I. 

• . * ^ 

!• Ths main ufc, and (with- fome re- 
firidioii wo 4»ay %) the ukknate d^fign 



< 

of jthe Lord's fupper, is, the promoting of 
the Hfe of God in the foul, and the prac- 
tice of univerfal righteoufnefs and good* 
nefs ; the nobleft end that can be accom* 
pliihed in us, being infeparably connected 
with the glorjr of God, and our own final ' 
felicity. And, perhaps, no one ordinance 
advances this end fo vifibly and effeAually 
as this does ; not only as we are^hereby 
put in remembrance of our duty, and di£> 
cern the manifold obligations, to it, s^d do 
more dire^tiy and ftrongly engage to walk 
circumfpe^y, holily and unblameably ; 
but alfo, and principally, as the motives; 
to a holy and Chriitian life, drawn from 
the allurements of example, the ties bf gra*- 
titude, the almoft irrefiftible force of love ; 
from the moft amiable and encouraging 
reprefentations of the Deity, the mou in- 
viting profpeAs of another world, the glo- 
rious rewards cff piety beyond the grave ; 
and, finally, from the worthlefihefs and 
infignificancy of all thofe things which are 
the ufual incentives to corrupt afieAions, 
and temptations to finful adions, are all ' 
comprifed, and, as it were, dofely crowd- 
ed together in tlus one iniUtution. What - 
one thing is wanting to exerdfe the ipirit 
of devotion, or to incteafe it ? to ^idiKite 
^ every virtue or grace, and to ei^gaj^ us to 
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grow and iiiiT>i»ove ift it ? It is ar fort of 
mmmzry of all the iielps and encourage^* 
ments trhat Ck)d kath voudiiafed us in 
the way to heaven. So that n^hoev^r 
does not take it in this view, but refis in 
the prefent action, as having I know not 
what kind of diarin suad efficacy to do us 
Z great deat of good, without making us 
a wj^it better, hath certainly a very wrong 
nation, of it. Nior can Chrtftians be too 
often warned - agadnft fptitttng on this 
laDpk, which has been fatal to fo manyw 
The Lordfs fupper is a venerable infiitus- 
tioa ; but after ail, b no more than an 
inArumeooi] duty, and fo not Jto be com* 
pared with the inward; power of Chiiftiap 
nity , and the fubftatftial virtues of a good 
iife. Thefe are of indsfpenfable neceffity, 
and eternal excellency: whereas, alLthe 
eKt^rnal parts: and offices of a?eU^on' are 
of n;^ore or lefs value according to their 
greater or le& fulyferviency, as means, acr 
companied with tl^ iiniifiuences of divine 
grace, to promote thefe ends : and, eon- 
fequently, wh^re thefe ends are not ifn any 
degree anfwered by them, all the efteem 
we profit for theiUy and all the attend- 
ance we gfve them, is in the fight pjF God 
of no wdght or value at all. 
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yo A DISCOURSE COKC£llKlNa 

2. By the fame rule, the charaAer of 
the perfon wh^ hath a right to come to 
the Lord's table, and who therefore ought 
to accept of the invitation to come, will 
be eafily fettled. He that iiath in fome 
good xheafure already attained to that 
temper ^f mind, and leads that kind of 
life, which this ordinance was intended, 
and IS fo remarkably fitted to carry on 
and perfedj hath the qualifications of a 
worthy communicant. He hath faith, 
and hope, and charity ; is humble and pe^ 
nitent ; loves his Saviour more than all ; 
makes conficience of every known duty, 
and flees every known fin ;/ and. having 
the thing itielf, which we call religion ^ can- 
not want a competimt knowledge of it,* 
which he will endeavour to render more 
clear and comprehenfive. He may be ve^ 
ry imperfeA in all thefe refpeds ; but wifl 
he therefore abftain from the Lord's flip- 
per, when, by devoutjy attending upon 
that inftitution, he may reafonably hope 
to be ailifted in going on to perfeAioji ? 
His very fenfe of his impcrfcAions, as 
long as he does not allow himfelf in them, 
is a good fign ; and ought at once to en- 
courage him, and to make him willing to 
accept of all the helps and diredions he 
can get, in order to his gaining greater 
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heights. WJicn he is a&ed, why he does 
not come to the holy communion ? can ho 
appieal to his own hearty that if iie thought 
it his duty, . all circumftances confidered^ 
he would not, upon any account what- 
ever, flay away ? How eafily may this 
be turned upon him, and made ufe of to 
convince him, to his own great comfort, 
of the very thing he doubts of, viz. his 
right, and confequently bis obligation, to 
communicate ! Would he rejoice to 
.come,; if all hindrances were removed ? 
Then it is plain heloves the duty. He glad* 
Jy would communicate, if he thought he 

, might ; and endeavours to get all the fa- 
tisiacftion he 'can in thq matter ; that is, ' 
he difcharges his duty ip other inftances, 
and would do fo in thisy but that he fears 

- his fin would be greater in coming, than 
it is in flaying away. Atid is not this a 
proof of that good confcience, which, if 
any thing can do Jt, muft entitle a man 
to this privilege ?- But perhaps there are 
thofe who fajicy fomething more is nc* 
cellary than fincerity, or that the danger 
is fo /exceeding great of communicating, 
Up6n a miftaken fuppofition of our hav«-. 
ing a right when we have none, that 
iK>thing but a certainty of our having 

, thM right will juftiiy us hi running fudbr 
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a dreadful hazard. As to the former ; if 
finccrity, and not any particular eminent 
degrees of holine&» be the condition of 
iaivsdionv there can be ho good ground, 
furely, to imagine that fome further con- 
dition is ncceflary to qualify us for com- 
memorating out Saviour. If the lattcif 
be their fear, and this their fear be well 
grounded, how very few that had well 
confidercd the thing, would vfenture to 
receive, when the number is probably fo 
fmall of thofc who ckn be faid to be 
certain of their integrity ! But let us 
not frighten ourfelvcs where there is nd 
need. If we Ihould come to the Lord's 
fupper, not being, flriftly fpeakihg, meet 
to partake of it, there is nothing iti thi^ 
a&ion, being done upon a miflake^ but 
we may very well fuppofe God wDl over- 
look and pardon, as long as we come out 
of confcience, and with a pious defign ; 
and, if v^e are yet fliort of a Chriflian 
fiature, are endeavouring every day to 
come up to it. Nor is there any thing in 
'the nature of the inftitution itfelf that 
fliould give us thefe terrible apprehend 
fions of it. For let us fuppofe we had 
nothing relating to this matter in fcrip* 
ture, but the account whiqh the Evange^ 
Ms have delivered' to us of the infUtU* 



:it^a^i1kaA6tMji m^ it iktivdijSnplfii 

bud ^^Mai4rSaAs^ioafi:f.'tkh^h:n^^ 
lthaet^i^i»fi£ri/60:^/t^ ^abd} gansditimTihy and 
gofve it:h H&Tft^/Ji^igtg^. Drinki ye/UtGfitf 

wdlnch isi>\/imti]fiaz man^\.fartRs refih^tb fcf 

\A^is^^ihiauistig Jimgmn hynm\ theyi sweht 

kny ldsin|piai>tIieiitfoi^ of t&ein^ 
tit in idw cbdtoiftahoBsi of diaite fir&iiipfr 
.thM: AtduM ddber ail}^ Cbrifttaii q£ ji 
ibe9uboc%s»£>Baon feciob lAoblgr :as Jk&ii 
hose 4bEnpiiai]Hfed)? Gkir tke'cohtaraarjr, is 
iliicroiifiol: ymxfj i3£tJg to^ininte, laatd-in'a 
stthnqfub: fdiTcerih&coinpliaDca^ ti^e natilse 
•of tdbeia&inni bdng^tiothiii^teHe. \mt a feB- 
dvsdb £ippbr^ of ar it£^nk kind^ die: cctzi- 
^sftcndingistnilliaiil^^ tke Maiftsr wkk 
&is>difeq!i«; ;aiid^ tfaeiddigpo: of tt to kdep 
xtputbomemorrof thdr Irxeird and^bene* 
" -^ Andriraywenottheirforr&fdy 
i,that notiriflg we meetupidiixiaaciy 
^'dt&cv past of fcrifyfture^ can beincdnfifL* 
^ient: wit&> tilie ehttoWagcixiQiit • which; cveiiy 
iipri]^!)^ fi)tii:ii]ka^ drarw* front the origkidl 
iiKflituticm^'anlb& there is* fome pafticul^ 

i\forit'2 Biit now dtatpsot 

H 
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fa^e in St. PanF&firft qp^lo <6 tkriCprii^ 
tiuand (which is tfae.phice that hadi\giv^ 
birth to fo.^many.groutidlje&uicritple^ atad 
terrors, or at leaft hath been. made -iiife o£ 
to feed them) hath nothing of thatina^ 
ture. It coaitains a reproq£ o£ finne in 
that church for their receiving the Lord's 
flipper in £0 fcandaloo^^fo irretereBt, and. 
fo diforderiy a manner, that they^ might 
very ' well be faid not to di/ceffn the Juord^i 
body ; not obferving that' decornib and 
fpbriety at the Lord's taUe, . which* aU 
iChriftians ought to do at their cosnmoa 
meals ; and much leis making axluedi£- 
tindifon between that facredjrepofi, and 
their ufuai ones. '■ Who could haireiisid 
lefs on. this occafion than the Apofilc 
dobs ? or, who not think^hat. a likfe ir«> 
reverence would unfi^ is for* the ordina^^ 
ry worflkip of God I Notwithftanding 
^hich, we do not reckoh ourfelves excuf- 
ed itom coming to the houfe of God, but 
t)nly obliged to behave with greater reve- 
rence when we are there. It is true, the 
Jipoftle fays, that be that eateth and drrnip- 
tth unworthily^ eateth and drinketh damnation 
to himfelf^ not difcerning the hardrs hody\ (|-j) 
Sut let the Apoftle himfelf explain what 
lie means hy eating and drinkfng unwortbib^ 

(j^) 1 Cor. xi. 39. 
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^x^miM^'^^%\'damm^ hetdijr 

incUfri^* The ivreguiEiiiities of the Co- 
iiiithian church, which occafibned . thii 
^n, bf the Apoftle's letter to! tl^xn^ mil 
explaii^ the forii^er j aiid* what they fiifr 
fer^d'Upmi thisr account, thelatten ¥^r 
tkit caup (as it follows -in the very next 
V^fe) fttany ^mng ym are weak and.^cklf^ 
mtd^idrfif fleip^ ^hy ar die* So that bodit 
ly diforders^ iicknefs, and death, were that; 
judment^j(fox fo the word figmfies) which 
filch unworthy receivers ate and drank 
to themfelves ; not ^/^ii»;uii^V;i, as we 'com- 
monly underftand it, of failure and eveir'- 
lafting puniflitnent ^ as : ia ^aki to a de- 
itionftratiori frtm what. the Ajioftle him- 
<yf faith, that tliey ^ere thus, judged or 
e6q/l^id of the Lordyr that they might n$t 
be condemned imtb the tcforldi (/') And this 
«iv£B 'help to dear the othbr- expreflion 
(ver. a7) of their being gui/ty %f the body 
nnd blood - of the Lord: It fignifies their 
Ihowin^ fuch a difrefpeA to the facrament 
of Chnfi-s body and blood, as would ex^ 
pofe them to the tokens of God's difp&a* 
lure here mentioned. I fhall only add^ 
that this infianfce of feverity was no more 
than necefikryJin the beginning of Chrif- 
tianity, to beget in the minds of men a 

(A) 1 Cor. «ir30. (f) Ve»e^2. • 



fiod pan^'itt >3ralobg iXKam^ltt pf irlrafii 
3i»iio *«e guiity jof ^r Aoidfi^ft ^^.(«^ 

|iua tbat ism &>und g2$JbGrii% Jic(|ittd9 
l&sikhlsath>day, (SioA tim mmG§ka09ffm 
laspka^^i: Mg ^tdlji^nlf bi pfaMdtiUh i 

mMmitibe emap. (^) Thus j/isumas^-tod 
Sai^limi Jai^ mh.^ .&>r Jpriogiiig |»it of 
tfas ipike of ike pc^dii<fea nymdi th^y-^bid 
&Ad, as if «i^ hfidUrn tte .wJlokMCF^kfl ii 
€ill0di|7f^A AiHofyGtafi) (/) fm hotit 

iaftaaceof ihrecitir, adde4 to ihsH: ofejbte 
lidbtt fflei^tloDed, of the ism&JOfi of 
dt&a&ftjsiddeaifch npon^iibyeral ^ii^^lkm^ 
ff the CoriftfMiiif church^: sna^ iTc^^m tio| 
vtsrf ledl tci fiiit with thetiacuitt^ th^: 
gcsdipd iaw^ svjiidb is a Im of loye ; |M3t 
«hefi it k QDx^eiedy that, this tvaiiS il> ct^ 
^d to fecDttftbe greato^ vcaorsiioat^ 
^ Chriftiaa ttligion, dben in its jsifeoey^ 
and to convince the Mforid; i&htt. .^ it 
came from God,ia&t it»s under his imm^ 
Ear ntgand and pooteftion^ im^ ftnll JUl 
longer wimdfs;c at the jreafon of it. 

{h) Numb. zv. ZS. (I) AcU r. 
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SECT. II. J 

:i3v W« may from hence fiitisfjr ow* 
iUres as: to the preparation neceffary to 
<»rery partioilar GOinmunicant. Am -I 
called to fliow forth the death of Chrift i^ 
And am I in a fiate and ' dtfpoiition of 
mind fic^ this facred adtion ? Have I^ 
dea^ hands, and a pure heart : Anfl' I" 
under no fuch .difordfeft, ^ either of body 
or mind,: as would inca^adtate me for at- 
tiending uponr this ordinance without diiC- 
tra^tion, and receiving advantage by j.t ? 
Why then fliQuld I* banilh myfdf froni 
it?^^ It .may be I have not beeh able to 
fpend the xkfualtime m the exercifes of 
devotion . prcpa*atbry . ithCTeto : but fihce- 
this.hjith ^bcjBni through >• no fault of m^*- 
own, hot out of dioice tbb'necdffity, and 
t tMnkimy&Qf, notwithftandin^^ in a tOMi 
lerablerdagtee. difpofed for the^ ordinary 
wioiifliipvof 'the £x>rdl8 diay^ fo is 'to be*' 
aUe to compaifepiy thoughts, and raifci 
my affe^kions ' to^rdsi[ heavenly thingsu^ 
whyfiiouild I imagine myfdf' forbiddei;L' 
tO' approach ithcr^Lprd's table ? ^ Is mtic& 
QME>re:jl3tmeirieceflairy' Id* empty my^hditl: 
of-wotldly .thoughts ::aiftii cares .'than I . am^ 
voi&Qtij^li.: l£^ I.bair&'ifeaib0N to fear* 
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that I love the world abundantly too weU, 
or am too much InVotvecfi in the bufinefs 
of it ; and ihall therefore do better to fet 
n^fpM t» timove the c»uf^ a£ mjr.co^* 
pkii^t9> I mcsm that invdtnatei a&MBlQLr 
tt> »9 worki» wbidk xmkm it fo di%okj 
^r me to g^ femrc to go ifide zvui cmbi* 
-mk, wi^ <Si^, Idiaa, ktting this alcincv 
ii> be ohiigod ia haioe ncouriCs ta <{ettain^: 
Oi^ttiuirdi^Mgr id». of meditation^ praycv^^^ 
afttl bumiUs^oiiy at themipcbadkof onbrjr; 
comrnunifia} aodcto lay thanaaia ihefir. 
^' ^3^ PMp^&tibci. atieaft, i£ qotafmjr^' 
x^^Wki* u|ifm thc^feh, I£ this neitiluKi.be; 
t^ caufk q£ men^a thinking, iitok. a p^nt^* 
xniisai pottioQ eil timaimplQyfdiin devD# 
4|onair flscaacifai abfohttdlir. itcceflarfr to' 
t]mr. pnparatioiii let them inquire tslieft 
t^er ibeni he not. ^pmf thing.^ JGqierftiK 
tloa ij^k tiii3» indudi hi a tbi2i([ that ndll ank^ 
add fithef, to4he. cnnifMt Qi|i;tki^ ers^ 
t^idbr r^giotti Bcibj^nptLb^aioair.of tOodi 
liwhijialfdegiinefabe initios ifiipBrfiittonivheiir 
it breeflii a jiE9P^:ility[jD£ fpiikf and p€i|ick». 
^a^ dtf^u^txidtt;.- oisrktRg- u& appedeiidls 
ht9^£^eafulic^ JWtthiiigs.m laot^ 

fi»& My Intrinficevdl^in^ and! doliutJiiiovi 
t^ be bitli £pfirbi«biei^ii; ia^^Hkajaiiftmiart 
in^ mot QUf regcirdi^aay ovditiaiMao. fupedo 



tJntf otdiBtnoQ, AMioaufi wb lave i^t iisd 
t^me to . do r|Dom fay/^wujr . tif • pcepmtiioa 
for i^\ tlmn is^ aa.jp (nrhfiret roquibed ofvis ^. 
Sor nrhcto^ it iaiii^ tiat im imiA tfead ibt 
nmdi time in prqpantion for tlie \ss$A% 
faf|>er, cor not come to kf Methiaki I 
would BQtt hsTe fincere i^id devout foubi 
£aitcf^ the ^e^^intofwrelij^n Miitb ^b* 
aa as flia r y and oiien pn|iididal; rukt^ 
and^kjF. bttrdcDs asid limkationi pa^theotu 
fi^ute iichicb Qod liath. not laidi vpoa^ 
tjbent; ika long as they giiardr agaiufl:' «s«. 
tMfmes, I tm.raE$ fcon Sfiuadicig^ or dii^; 
cdum^ng, their indiilgiiig to theippdoaSi 
ilkcIharicMis ; onthe^cantravyy LfiipU ta^i 
lucrai tojofibc them a wbcd or /twa of ad^; 
vice JM tp thff^aianner of emfdpying tbohr j 
time^ vdhea they haye it, tkat ttdiey raxf 
Mme.ta thia holy Jefiival Mdth the grea^t* 
aft. ooi3q>ofure andidevattoii of i^oi thc^: 
pafii^y can. 

: Jbettheml e^punine^ viiether^ a9.tQ«thfi^ 
l|phknaA tcni|>er of thdbr mif|d$^ aitd the- 
gcimttl tenor and flow of their lives, they 
90 badrasarAjor forward in thdr. rBl%ipn« 
bet theiD.be thanldid foe any vidories^ 
tfaeyhianre been coabdeli^ by the grace oit 
^^odb t^ilipki OYfie them&lvcB abd tha 
worldi: aiid> -foe any pvogrefi. they, h^ve^ 
nade ia the Chriftian me ; and at the 
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fame time humble tJidrnfialves 
God for any defcAs >^di upon inqiniT'' 
appealr to them y that thrir confortaity to. 
the exainple and pcecqits of Jefiis k no^ 
greater, and that they are not more ftea* 
dily and powerful^ influenced by Jm ' 
love. Let the grace o£ God that Jbath/ 
wrought effedtuilly iii/them, notwitki^i 
{landing, all their infirmities, aoaffas^ie. 
them to go on cheerfully the reft. o(ikkir 
"way; and by the inflances wherein they 
have been wanting in the improvement 
of this grace, let them be tai^ht to< be 
more watchfiol, drcum^ct, and abound-* 
ing in good works for the future. Let 
them refleA whether there: be not fome 
particular part of their conduct:, which' 
does . not fo well fuit with the rulqs of 
their Xihriftian profefQon, nor match, fo 
agr^ably with other parts of their cha* 
raAer ; whether there be any^ Ubertiesior; 
indulgiencies, which,, .though inziocent in 
themfelves, yet, becaufe of their liavihg 
{NTOved fh^res and temptations to thrai^^, 
they ought not to have allowed theoUUves^ 
in;, any gift or grace that; needs, to be 
ftirred up ; and let them firivctoicoone 
hiehind in no one thing, whei^byl thejo 
may adorn the doiBxine of Godioub/Sat* 
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Mgagf)ti«fii:5^ wk* tb^lpeelGeiK mofid^ andr 
God 40^ l^fils^ t^0&: ti!sitialbrintfig^ >€^ 

fir All t^«#iiiig0 ft«d pi^mipl^ of aftiTAtfr 

W^^h^t^Aami %i> this oi^.<^liioi^JQ9^aiid 
delight, or ^ h^[im^ 9S^\mt^W9 wkk 
it ;-i«A thtPgP:i«M5^itt warm thcar ^hearts 

tiMur e)?)8S9 aiut imkjcea. their 4i^i9s afibor 
I^Mif pti^&diQA t)f the; beavenily m^rld^ 
]^l£dil9ti(Hi» of this kind would hsm^ tha 
hi^dj^isSk& mppn them f:$>^ a^rakca tltdr 
^oirfy* s^r'^Q di0er.<ai;id eriUYea tkfib 
Arooptng^ mindi ^ nod bjr ifatt jae»s 
HmM iQflJbs then ;apprm€^ the (^on^^ 
tahte vith equal care aind itHbfaddan. 
^r the ihke of fonw let ne add^ b]r 

&r the £idri|tie0ft» there is tieed o£pnB» 
deacAi that HrhifeiraaosjifttidcrftaJotti^ 



toblitije thiie^wef dbii^impofefaflt^ t^n 
outCtlvek beyond our f)fr«i>gth,aiidtiiii^ itt^A 
exhstuft tbofe fpirit^ trlikin we ibotlld<c^i 
Jjr exd:dfe;'the confequ^ce o£ vrhidM 
imU 'f>e, that we ihfall m^rt ' !ic> fife zwA 
vigcnxr Uhv^&k we come to the Lord'* 
table, aiid fo be ready toimpute^toour 
indevotion y^hsLt is reaHy the eflfeft of out 
indifcrmdn; HaVmgiAade us inen, cri^i 
ti^te^ compofad of fidkahid fpirlt^ O^ 
requires not<<rf us the feifte flame^^nd in^ 
tenfenefs of devotion a^ frpin angels y but 
confi4^r^b ^ur/i^anie^ and remember ithf bat 
koi are but du^ : which U l^etfon cftdugK 
why wie our&liiECS fhould do it* ■' ' - 

4. We may from hence, too fo^rm; U 
judgment of worthy receiving, j(s ^^l}:a^ 
of the worthy receiver* As he Is the 
moft worthy receiver, who h^th natifir 
of Jefus in him, of his mind, nis image, 
his fpirit ; fo that is^ the nmil worthy 
niahner of receiving th^t flow^f'- ifr^m 
titte& principles. . It does not - confifi ia 
I'^apturous flights of the imagination; and 
firon^g workings of the paffi<M»s: whidr 
hare their foundation in the natural ami 
ftitutioQ, more than ih a cleatr difcern* 
ment of the fpiritual meaning and intent 
of the ordinance^ and a Irvdy ienfeof th^ 
great benefits ri^uking from it^; Wh^ 



|iiave Jcfiis Cluryi cvidemly fct ftnrth su! 
ttftcified bfefidrc my eyes, am I moved 
with the thought of it after much lihe 
ikme msumer as I am at the recital of a 
dbd flory ? and>does%the impreffi6n wear 
away like that of a tale that is tMf 
However I may flatter myfelf, thcfe are 
aot fo' much the operations ;bf gr^e zA of 
nature. The €hri&ian that is aDSfied by 
this ordinance to fee the grdat evil of fin, 
and the love of Jefus in delivering froni 
it ; and to. pci^eeive the mainy forcible 
iaotives ^nd 'engage^pents to aU holinefs 
of converfati6n \£kt he: here meets with, 
fo as to be more in- love with his duty 
•(ixy whichonly he can know that he loves 
iisi Saviour more) to have his pious refo- 
iutions more efiaUIQied, the tendernefs 
^nd fenfihility of his'confcience;increa(ed, 
and to be brought more under the influ- 
eince of the doftrines and precepts of 
ChrtfiiaQity in all his a<%ions ; this is he 
•who receives moft worthily, whether he 
jiath, or hath not, the haj^nefs of warm 
jrfid meking affections. For we are not 
%p make an eftimate of ourfelves by thefe» 
but by other, marks. Thefcj it is ti*ue, 
^are very defirable things, and to be fought 
^fter, though not in the firft place :.but 
then they are not neceffary in all^ and per- 



dcosiicre us, not- being. jQcnoBdo \cnttt :>|}li9 
^kdnj^ iKO\r loenticmed t whereat tb^ 
httzt^n^oiGx^ a: ndtuEe^ tlat> ini <a& 

ibilkken in^ asguing iboits thessu tcyiOW 

1» re^d totHendioogitts aodinMlA 
1(k)iu^ that acl3 m€iiib.pixKpuer\aft the.Loxd 
tables (bme bs^* auiid direSioa' xnoy^ lie 
h»b from what batk taeen officocd in ifaft 
p«dcjed«n^ difiioiarfe,^ imdzdBilldiiobefroiii 
tbs^Kofy Tcriptture;;:^ pixr^khdii]rtfae^e(QU]i& 
a£ our fMdin^ :ide' iieilsaids fiidr-pfld£i^ds^ 
%fy& eadeavo«:r -tO) impxiiit: them dn oot 
iiiifmis^aiidfiii«mones^ as^ vnh' vfery^ naitiiV 
i^aUy bear tei Jbe- applied^ to tlie facntheht 
of rbe j^per; znk be d£ ufe toi feed tbt 
Jt&me of de^otioivwhik .^i^ .anre pactaking 

5^ There feozis ^to* be ii6 ^at occafioa 
for any difthid: rulea^ concacrnmgtjoior &d- 
Juvdour after tbe boiy cammisnioa*; For 
^bafibotald OCMT behaviour he aiftec^aicd^ 
but the feme as k ought to be faefone^ 
4md^a^ adl oth^r times^ that is^ .anifoaaidf 
iiNSfly and g^od? A fancyrtliat >wie aci 
dUiged HO gneMerftridne£i tikfe jiext^(ix|% 

•^ Thedfev<;<t.ionaI exercises :were not in: tUe .flrsf cdHfoi 
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t>r following ^eek, after aiairament^ thtu 
we arc when it hath' been longer paft^ 
may. be of ill cpnfequence : . arid wUl. cciv 
tainly be fo, *if we think. tjic ipotc'.'flrlJ^ 
we are before arid after a facrament, the 
le(5 care of our behaviour we are obliged 
to in. the . tiriie between. A life of Chrit 
tian piety^ being tKe end defigned to be 
promoted by every duty of divine wor- 
fliip, particularly by the Lord's tuppcr^ 
is wh^t we are to "be concerned for, arid 
not to trixftoccafional heats and ftarts m 

6* Wc here fte .the'adyantis^e of ft-Cf 
quent communibpjt. and the arifwer iq 
the oonuuon oWedion againft tliem, The 
advantage is, Tha^t thefe frequent com* 
muriioQs tend to promote oy r pfrogrefs id 
the Chriftian life ; the objedipn againil 
them. That commuriiohsi if frequent^ 
win loie their folemnity. But/I very 
much doubt that in this c?fe pebple de^ 
ireive themfelvcs with jit wrong nodon of 

^dlemnity. Oothey ntieantlhatfh^y (hall not 
con^e with that unaccountable aw?, and 
dread upon their minds ? Arid what if they 
do not, as long as they are feripus & devout? 
We 'fliould think it vtjy ddd reaforiing 
(houTd we hear men take up a rerolution 
nottowerKhip Godalltheweeklori|;intheit 
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fifes; or^diaikt^^ xx>< tfc end tbedu- 

o£ i^od^ wof ffilp t?nay te the jtiore 

i^eh, tet^rmcxr in 'hi^ o^sm 

, ^ and' oij ItK o\v3i ^; 4nd^ yet 

fta. cates are not^ ^pgetlhx nrAilte*^ 

b^ tiaj^itiiat jferfoulHirfs Widf fervottt. (# 

arhr is un4<JuUtectfj., In the. nature- od^ 

fifijgS;, to be ex»efl;OT from the, frecjuent 

return^ of ^Koljj: mitifes^ jitid njst from longj 

IntiftMiSipofis of them; aiidf tlie more han 

Dktitatjjyr ftrioiis wcrare, fo myxcfi tTie bet- 

^,^ ^ftd in fe miith tfifr better prtpata- 

tip9 ihall \^e bp to.waii( upqn Oodl ht 
every Qf <^ha)i<:^ tit m not tbereftire 

<)£ 4idiee t^fe^ u|) la^itttVtt'y rire cbmrniiu* 
Jiio'ns ; or^ «^lieti? c^cilttiftkticeif ' ^!h ad^ 
iRft^of it^ be ag^fhft liaving them' tnortf 
Vcldaftttw, ijf, ^6 CoWftx)4m^i<e^ ^6tt^ 
liecarfe iv*c jtfannot eontm oftfene^^ 

^e nA^^^j;bont^tedjr ^nd dp as; ^|f,as 
^e cvi } "bt^ by AQ mean^ be; the h^cr 
ptea^>iti our fltij^ion- W ? Kis' Velfoeift: 
gnd t^nk Jw« have* morQ reyereocc '((^ 
|he Lord's feppejf than fbme Kavevfor ncr 
btlSfe* rc2||piir tl^a that wd do not cotne 
fp U fo ofteriVr In a word, let us ftudjf^ 
how to make this aitd every duty of t^ 
fligipa profitable- to the buil<fing us . up t<^ 
KptiQe^^ and i cQ]|i.f(H:tthrough^f^th ynto 
filvatioSL - '. ^^ '' 
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«; f lie mt^tt& «f lift, J'^hftAHliaifi^ f««i|. 

iien< . ■ ■ 

Om&to coffMBiuMpagf i» the ikcramcnt 
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oi the Lord^s fuppsr^ I would oStr the 
£3nowing^ confiderations to jodv ferious 
and moft imparthl thou^ts* 

I. Confider the ei^prtnncfi of the com* 
mand. Can any words be more plain 
and direft than thiofe which we meet with, 
in the ^iccount given of this inftitutipn by 
the .^vangdift , Luke,. Tbu do. m remem^ 
kranceofmef (a) There might have been 
a little more^oom toqueftion, whether thb 
was not atempbrary command»acommand 
to continue in force only while the Apo& 
ties lived, there being none prefent but 
the Apoftles when this facrament was in«> 
«triledn^t& vety r&fefj 6t groUAd of 
tibe c^mm^cld did not ihdw'th#€0nlr^ryt 
fPhe brmd and wkie iw theAcnrricM i|g« 
WiFy ifhe^ body atH 'Mod'&f Qbfi/f^f Mt 
My ^ktfi;^ and bis Mfod^^h^j fit the- h^ 
Mifftm rfjins ^: and unlds any one 'wH {ty\ 
that We have not theikme ooncerii i^ th* 
•death t)f Chrfifty and the atowenietitiff* 
rfifi thade l^'tt^^ the firft Ghriftia^, ti^f 
ftr^meilt litDbi h^nce wSl,'! think, 4>e 
linanfwerable, that the facrifice^ Chrlft 
Hbeing 4nt«tided^ sdike for^tbe-benefit of all 
ages^ and the covenant of grace thereby coni 
firined estencKng to all, the infUtiAion of 
|hefupper,whii£wasdefigned tdleadt^e 

^ {«) Lite zidi. 19.^ . . - / 



v^ 



flt^ mttr«' dfpcfcMI^ tBbfii' #h^«Mn« ^ 
im-i flnefe tfiliftjr irtttft' l)e'M«9fM<iri> di(H|^ 

<tt? admi«!«(d Wkh t)i<^ fMiitt aU,* And? 
the memory oi &m&f ^fiSuo never almoA 

X 2 



f0 . UN TBI oBuwATim^ r0 

fufiered him to be olit of their ipindb and 
mouths, than followiag ages ; to whoor 
ther^^ore this command appears to be- 
long,, from th^/very reafcHi of it fubjoin** 
^d, vi». that it was to be in remembraiice 
q{ Qhrift. And that thei^e might QPt be 
the leaft reaibnaUe doubt, kft abo))t .the 
perpetuity of this ordins^ncc^, the Apoftlc 
Paul tells the Corinthians (and in them 
the Cliriftians of fucceeding tim^) that 
4x ^ten as they aU this breads and drank ibis- 
cupf they did Jbow the Lord* s death till 4h( 
came ; (i)— an expreflidn which would 
hav^ been exceeding improper, if the in- 
ftitution was to have an end £b foon. after 
it began. How could the difciples of 
Chrifi; be faid to.fliow or reprefent his 
death in this ordinance, till hit coming, if 
thofe :only of the firft age wer^ to ihow it? 
fpKth after this manner ? Do not the 
^prds manifeftly imply, that as Chrifti 
would always have a church upon ^arth^ 
fo it would be the duty of the inembers 
of it»:qixe generation after another^ to. 
ccunjQn^Qiprate the death of t;heir Maffer^ 
till \^ fi/iiukkappear the ffcond tifUe^ and re^ 
Cfiive thqm t^ him/elf ^ y/htn there woujdibe^ 
no pccaiion to do • it ? The command, 
thpjfefbxc I afj)rchend,. as taking in all 
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ages, is undeniable ; and cOnfequently the 
c^ligation upon all to obferl^e it : for I. 
hppe there are nqne fo abfurd, as, while 
they prof^s to believe the truth of the 
goipel, to de^y their being bound by the 
ijojnnaands of it.. If the gofpel be true, 
thon* every precept it contains is from 
God, has tj^e.ftump.of his authority, and 
is the refult; of his jnfimte wifdom. An4 if 
fb, what other meaning csln voluntary^ 
difobedipnce to any commasrd bear but: 
this, that the difobedient perlbn regaf dsr 
not the authority of the Moft High Ood^- 
and queftions the wifdom of his precqpts ir 
For had he that awe of the divine ^author 
rity^ and that perfuaiion of Uie <tiyinfe 
wifdom, in any command of ^;inftitu* 
tion, which il^ould, and doeft, . ^&S§tk 
every pioua l^n^ail, he wovld.not.knowa 
ingly ^nd .wilfully refufe his compile 
ance with any one injun^ion of the gof-. 
pel. . And Indeed he ^ might as confi£- 
tently wjijihpid his obedience from one 
wmmsind as another, and frjam all, as da 
it ayowedly from any (Hie, according to 
the reafoning of the Apollle James, that 
be who keepetb the iJohtrie taw, • and ^ffendetih, 
in one faint {i. e. voluntarily and habitual- 
ly) i^ gniity of nil; (c) ^ilty of jMreAimp-^ 



Ai^Yt^kH^ elm Mb l^i9tl»^^e^iffgaMgm 
mHut d^di^ admits <$£ im^&mx^tffiomii^ 

jn* ifm^ llt<lt^r^ ^itH^ttl UrMttllHgii 

^m^ l^mn^ tfiefti t<4H^ th#)^* faat«i' # 

can it, I think, te.lii^pp^ed^ of any fincq^re 



. CSLXM ATI THB lord's Stmift. '9^ 

ChitfHah, that lie fliould pay fo fittle re. 
fpcGt to the , commands of the goQ>el ak 
'this. Every fuch pcrfoh mtift be under 
a real concern to know his dnty in e1^e^y' 
• iriftarice (particularly ^th regard to TiB 
communicating in the Lord's fajSper) tod 
to discharge it when knoWn; . Bit thou^ 
he takes fome care, yeft it rnkvlic not all 
that he ought, tb dear up t^e matter td 
^mfdf, andto difcngage himfelf froA^^ 
Mndrahoss, that he .inayv 'not live, in 
the )^egle6: of thiait wMdi is fb exptt£s!fy -ti 
'eomtatond of Ghrift. * ; * ; : \'** 

' a. tGdnfitler the perfon who i^^^ 
'mediate author Of this tbfhmand,''ftMl lA 
membiy of w*om it' h^ ap{k)inted. 'Thil 
IS no other '.than JefUs Chrift out Lord 
»nd Saviour ; to whoiii we acknowledge 
Omrfclves infinitely- indebted,* and>rouTd 
bfe thought to harine the treatcil aficdion 
and regar<Ii -And' certain it is, that we 
hkve the gr«iteftjreafon for this acknow- 
ledgement, inafmuch as this moft excels 
leiit \ perfon has- givefn us proofe of hi| 
kindnds' to us, and concern for our hap^ 
innefe,^ the moft'^furprifing' that, can be 
imagined. Being in the prm rf Gody wkt 
baving a glory with hiM before tbe^ivorld wafj 
Jk: d^fixtoujf fakes tmke m him the firm pf 
a fervanty and bdngi.f&Hji^ in fajbim as a 



1^ . ;4Mr VlfiL^fif%Ui^itkTf»9 -^itf 

f^i^- ^ «ad ^ W.W ^Qiid bnt fthat;iif 
^]^t^axpi94fe^aiir,4i;^fc]ri^ .bloody -W^ 

tkejMlf^ thai ibm^h.4cai]^4ke migbif^tfi^ 

iic^^il ; and deliver them ^k^i,4i»'aiigb ^femr 
^>4tfl^ft/w05f ^^Jb^ir ii'/^iifHf, Jifbi€6t t9 
iafifl^. ' jw- mrjlf iff ^(4 4iM tJkoidt^ ^ 

IkiafL .of mnY ^^ffioiufs ^ filler ^^OB^m' 
m^m ^Bte iA^ tAxkA ifi^f^ #rf quke» jkivej, 

fdhUk m MM l»fig ffMk t9 «e£k<% 4^, litfikt. 
Hativ Chfiift ^^Midw/ ^^ i^.fffJiif^ iShi^^:^ 
mf ^/J .(An4 -|}q,J[ rwk/ A0>^ i^) 



tfi?ft^;i fl«aV J9y^ t<^^% ¥?t 19. All* 

ivtftte fecram«iit-of'xhc fypptt*,' Is-cmc:t 
ih 'wfcScK «ffierfcfore we ^ifeoBlig<i[ as ^ 
ttAiitfcmyrf ©lirr loV^ to thrffcrW Whc^ 
lays this comnrandrupon us: A^ ys^'nt 
iiftij; vfsty mtidt ito the- oBI^^e^,^ is. 




jeei; of - If too^.- It iias' aii'iip*li€d!*^c-rty 
itreKice tt) Ifittxi. \tris.af)p.diitddTtt'fe 
{^Int, stfdis conftctaJcdHid'h^Ae.iiTdJiif^ 
And for tftefaiwe'TcAiG^n,- tfifttv a» we jrftJ 
Umind t<i lo^ Clirift,* and to: iVavebtri^ 
Mearts^ ^Bfetf wi*M ftmimetrts-of^gfatftttdt; 
^o him, ipttft we i^pt ^c obliged to esqpr^ 
cnxr lojwr -a-nd lyatJtiide by tftr !btt; t^liis 
jpfiemtiry; afid ^niett^ddiffe ttj^^db 1^ all 
tHft litynt^uT of • Vbifcft we J«te 'tap;^blrt 
wiftftirjg tfia* i?rc wf re i^h x&Ao-ftht^i .2p*i 4 
^oujd TCrfuajH^ ' other? to entertain t^ 
fyait ateftiouate font?itnent$ fowafds*im^ 
iB w^^OTrff^Vi^have.? Mtift v^^ n^ ^t> 

Is) John xiy, Z5. 
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ipon^edgCy tim ^ ar^ ofaUged to. all this i 
^nd, by confequcn<^,, ^^ PV^ ourfelyes ia 
a conduion to cpme/wkhouit any morq 
dday to. the Lortf s table, to: which wq 
&ave been fo often itirvited ? The <leiign 
tH this ordinance being to do honour to 
the Redeemer, and to perpetuate the me- 
mory of his virtues^^ and of his dying love * 
in the^ world; fuch a deiign every Ipver 
of Chrift muft heartily approve, and think 
himfell' happy if he can be a mean^ o£ ac<i 
wmpUlhing it any degreei / / . _ 

ji Confider. the nature and properties 
of this inftkutioh. It is the moil difiin- 
guifhing of all the precepts of the gofpel-^ 
exceeding plain and inteliigible-?*eafy to 
be performed — and greatly to o^r iuwanf 
lage. Let us briefly revolve ; thef^ fe?v^-? 
ral things in our thoughts, and we ihall 
be ^ore fenfible of the obligajrion we are 
under to do as our Saviour has cQfnmahd* 
9d us* ^ . , Y 

Tj|f, It is the moft diflinguiihing com^ 
inand of ihe.gb&el^ I meinyx)f any that 
relate- to the flated ordinary duty of 
Chrifiians. Baptifm is indeed, a peculiar 
infiitution of the Chriftian religipi\ : but; 
then,, befides that baptifm, in regard to 
far the greateft part of thriiftians, is ad- ^ 
minifiered in infancy, and fo is not their 



jftwn aft, vit may phksvft^XkaX it i$^ tinc^ 
ibr all i being ^a initiating ardintstncCt by 
^hicli we are folemnly iptrpduced into 
^be church or fdloVflw of Chrifl ; aftejf 
yjiich we are ^opccrnea /or np mpr^t buj 
tto walk wortliy of our JdocUcattpn to tb^ 
ufcr vice of God in this ordinance, Baptifto 
Js nptlto be reJKsatcdlj, lyl^^ Lord'^ 

J^)per is a fiahc^ng part of Chriftian wo^- 
jitup^ and.a duty which the difdpte^ of 
jQhnil iarc to pcrfprm again and again.^ \f 
they . have opporttinity : As often as yi tai 
this irejad^ C^) . Now, I t>efecch ypu ob- 
ierve how tHc.vgument from henijc 
.proceed?. Here is a fiated permanent du- 
*ty pf the Chriilian jTociety, and which at 
X^t fam^.tipi^ ^ the nc:^oft dired and yifi; 
bl^ mark oi; badge of our being .^h^ difqt* 
bles of Chrift. tVheii we, ^c^iye thf 
Xordi's. fupper, every communicani tajsfy 

of ithe; iacrament£(I Jbj^ad .fix^dl 3Vine ; 4iv4 

by eating and 4r^nlai^^. not only as Ji 

;rel|gious a^^bn]^ ^lit an )iQioa de&gne^' 

/to' be congfih^moratoiy of A redemptiqj^ 

j6f the. wpr|dl'^^efus C^rii^, publicly •• 

vow? his rielati^"^to Chrift as his Xord 

>nd ^Matter; ^nd|;/^r/Vj in it, even vtL tfm 

^^crofs 9f Chri/t^ wmch oC:Old was to the 

'Jews d Jtimblln^ blockl and iht Gre^kfco!^ 

It ^ 



^t '''''iii^Wk'iaiiimASniii--- ' 

kyay: 'tomiitljnicaiitniilaa^atihe iMn 

" t Utlit Ifcoiwff'baii^gc of 'M4 

fe thUt If ie Wrt'to" &y aliAt^ 

iiyKlf i'aVdplB' of Chtift.: t M- 

iniyljeSnV'ib, VniJ 'aTii r^folvei 
cd'his jgofge! the TtJc i3f att 'rt^ 

ifltefis,**, it Wbuia rt<tt'be nidre'cipfcflivfc 
."iiKfii^ifiditlt St the iti'mi' fMan- t&e ad 

W particljsitfcg itfelf IS,- ■iie'XdT^'ii'fuli 




*hb at thjit time'*^relJabie to 5e pxjt^lbed 
;ibr theiif rtligipn tey.^h^.publlc li*w3,'giy^ 
"this 3c^6tldt of iheii'i.VWch'ile ii43 ^ 
'iaWilif^am foitiii idofflitis :'''TKit tK^ 



''Sfiii. t,lK «p. W. 
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ffie croft, arfd "ft^ddbtg Ws Wood HRyr tfeeT 
Tcini%n of therti; In ti^ fcilfc it ist dSf 
ix> difcerntbe t^rigPi iiJy^ though not' itr 
&zt ^Wai iht clinrclr of Rome ha$ in- 
Ycntcd. Hiat in^Md would put our faitlp 
to the fiittch, by the utter contricfiAion* 
it Carrie^ in it to bur fcnfcs 4iid rcafon ;' 
tnd bcin^ itfcif ah impoffibility/ cannot- 
foflibH^br toncci ved; ' For who cin cou'* 
ccivc or a hun>an bodfy prefcnt un^r the^ 
appearances bf bread ^nd '\Hhe; and thit 
^hofe and entire, in a thoufand diflereht 
flaccs at tfle fame Wine; oifcrcd bjr ^he'^ 
prieft,'eaten'b/the people, ahjd glorifietP 
JA.hctven ? ^ 8tfch^ dodHne as this is aW 
Iblutely 'tininttaiigiWfrrand a lh6rt, bu6 
aeciSre proof bf the ftaiHJility bf thki 
chu^h whieli ^hki' dectti^d it. Wfe tf^f 
cotffidently- fay it may c'tfy wfato' it has 
aauaHy erred- f6' vefy grofslf. Bufthe 
doftrini of ' tfartfii^intitf ibtf is ^^ftot * 




Lch-d*8 fupper h^$ to? ehriBf, is cafily t&hb^ 
apprehended^ bcittg only tK^t of the ^;t* 
fo the thing %riified. iTiiS' 6rdinane& if 
intended to awiken- 6ur thoughts a Ad t%^ 
BlfUibtaUcc of XJhrift J ■ vHSiich k- ftima|{b 



CELE#flA{TO fKM *«C^P'% SJfWER. J[pi 



i0E{H^i^jj^^}^ dppS) ^en we. luiow before^ 
li^MAdi.tha) it wai^ appointed foTr this end^ 
ai|d^t)49 i^^^e pnd w^ propofe in cooiiiig 

• 3<^JV To , , an i^genwjus .aii4 devput 
miiv^Ttbe praAipe^of this diiity. is a^ eafy^ 
IKS apprcbenditig tl^ naUire and dd^gn of 
k« ^Nothi^ caA 1^ lefsTWrdfu^^MEOe thi^ 
the* Q\itwar4 .lid^Ofi :;-. for what is it wf 
are caUed to .d0s t^Mt ^ pactake of: brea4 
IMq4, wjneJii,»np»Qry of ovir beft frietid ? 
i^nd Utliis fo hiaM^i.^ii^^ fom^ 

perfonair a)r^ !brQiiS^t:wi):}» (iE> mudi difl^ 
culty tocQiAply Wi?i^ «/? We m»y ncafo© 
Jtore, afee* . fthi,Xa»i€i .ip»|i9i§r .a» Naanaan'^ 
fegvaat^did >vitb h4»:>^/^ prophet had 
Ud tbse. idp Jpm gf^0^t *iinSM^0Ml4^ i^^ ^ 

.Th« ine^M iof cure MT^ufd. >pl^; . hi» vtj^ 
ip little. ti»uble» that if.l^,>ad.oot:.trie4. 
j^m^'bfe iro^dj hiive d^vgd to. c^ry 
^ ^oCy with hipi tn^thej/gra^y^ \^q^ 
in tjb/e. priefegat ca^, thfce shtc nf>^ pn^is^ 
jAviiagh n^ever io^^ paiii^u}, whidh "ff^ &oi4^^ 
JMit haverbe^n r^?>dy to jg^yeof out devc^ 
Mdnefs to Cbrift, bott^foir his fake an^ 
pur own* Andfli^ we^eny him thi^ 
iMttUxcqiu^^ that.t^«^6^;9!id thfi% fek 

ti/S Kings, f. 13. .... ; 
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apart fom6 time to cdbbrate bfe ii!lcm€)ry 
together by this folemn rite ? Cohfider^ 
be has not- fuflfcr^d the heavy yoke of 
Jcwilh ceremonies to come upon the nccK 
of his di^t{$les ; inilead of this multitttde 
of ritual obfervances which the Jaw eft* 
joined, the. very number of which would 
have made them grievxniis^ if^riothiflg eWe 
ifad done- k, our Mftfter lias fubftttuted 
but this ortefimple wiftitorfon of a ceremo- 
nial nature, to be^Wep^ed by ChriftiaM 
after their admiffi^n ifttothe'diurch; And 
as to the outward acllon itlfelf, i^ is-^ iiu 
confiderabk, that were it h> returu much 
oftener than it ddes ill m«ft fociettes, we 
fiU)uld not thiidc * itaftich t5^ perft^rin it ^ 
and for tbi^^ aYnong 6th'er reafoiis, out cs^ 
th^nkfuineft tcyiDitt" bleifed Lord fertfae 
liberty he hks^fNii^hafed if or* his churdi 
from the bondftge of Jewifti ceplfmomesi 
It is true, this duty^ has an inward as w^dl 
as an outward part : but the inward part 
is of a^mofti) nature, confifliifig'cin the cx*> 
^ercifea of Idve, and gratitude, -and ^kevo^ 
%ion'; which no pious perfon will think 
unreafonabk, fince to all perfons fo difi- 
pofed they m lift yield very gr^t delight 
and fatisfaAion. Which puts me in mind 
of the laft thln^ obfervable in tliis ieon^ 
mand* '-* ' • ; 



* 4fAfy, Tlitit it n very advMta^geomi 
It' is as much oisr priyil^re iis oarduty m 
nt and dfiiikiat the lx>r(l*s table; t^ha 
inoire'in^£cti£ible therefore we, if we cani 
ysoti be ; perfiiadbdto come, when kiter^) 
<%infpiire$ with gratitude to enforce <mir 
^ty upoii^ ' us.. I "Auywed^ n nder t he iiHl 
f^rt,' tlu^t this fediriiNatiligianii4rinMng 
is^ex^ir^ve of af/^efy'gucat'prititege efli 
^oy^ ibyl^the v^ofthy :'4tMmiiiiikinf^ as 
^eil^ of ao oUi|^t«oi>in<itixiibtonu]x3b 
kkois'^i^ th^'^f;;^vtmr:snd MoAc^itp'^^ 
<aImightyn(gb<l,^(!o^her wkh 'atfc tife rbfef^ 
«&ngi which e:ln he iuf^pofad tcflow^froni 
theri^e-s Mdfiich a:|))ifj^ge^'tisir4B^ 
<certamly greatty^hlq^0iouv cA)ligatioils^t 
our obfig^ttion 'tD M€«lvts the luordffi fupSi 
pev, bei^g in?ri^t^«ther^to^v^M»dx>0¥ dbfi^ 
"gation toJ'\l»lfe: woi^h^ <)! ifia^Ksc^^^ 
Tte Ixird^f^^fuppitl* iroiib ofipeciai «di 
vantage vs^ pfomotril Imly and tdewdttt 
sasmenibrance! qI Chtift,: atid thereby > H) 
•kivigbnoite dur hciy ' ^mdu todavenly affid- 
4ions, and to aAfi otrrprbgrefs in: sllviH 
tue and goodnd&. That tht rememi^ 
br^nce of CbriA i>y tfaofi^ that love him 
in -fincet-icy, has ^ ^aturaHy this ' good * eft 
fe<f^, witt OCT be denied by any fudu 
t^lfheir Ibve to Chrtft 'wifi be : very . atnidk 
inflamed }f} ootifideiii^ the^eprcfestatioa 



exam{:^*of their SisiYiQWi iHd.ftaading^ 
cooiplete in hisMthok mU> bycth^ir Iqw^ 
to:hiinw*-^Ai^other - obvicnl«. ;recomiP$a^ 
tiaa/ of ;tl^/Qfd«ii»nce; ifcf tikbe;peculi$iiF 
Undency >k has ,ta unite tho/ hetrtS::^ 
ChriAiaM; Wk {beotb^dy ildpdn^ ^d /dM^ 
i^yi C^^eroi) 48kUig:itQtic^r^ tba( j «»{» 
dearment vf^S^ m^ fojund aipoitg^perr 
ionfr of tliieia(i««>liu[^ilyi aiotd JuiQdredstgiveit 
this reaicMivof . it^yj^upgrmdn ^ emmMtim 
mdemmomikmtm n^jurnn^^^i^ ^ filt ^&jM^ 
^< ImaH ittatter tQrihay^tlvt; &nlClti90nu^ 
^ mttiXA bf PUT )aiiqeftoi?i, tbet £idi0 ffcri^ 
M fice$ smd xeligp^s .ceremdntls^ and; iht 
^'.iame.cQAnmoa.fcimiehiiQs/' , Sb hcrcv 
and nbuchl more Isiw^ dhan in the other 
m&k ^' to Jwv^ tbe.«&B]i£i Maiierir tbd i^xmr 
f^rRedoeiiieri: t^^i^me faorcd lyoibok b^ 
.*f .whtch^ thdy) dcsdaijs tbf«P' cottM(KK&i:8m 
Yi.foac .this drvifie pesfoa^ their.* cpmrneii 
H intei^iiniiifn^ and^thoir common xic^ 
^ laticm onQ^ta absmthet ;'' what ao. inceor 
tive,;what an:^ fodift it he ro Cfari^M^ 
to 4^10^// t^ibir. dn un^y and tnutually 
to. ftudy aoEid proHiotcf each others' wel- 
ikrejina happinefs Ir-^Aod then, the t>leat- 
fiire which rewards the coftftiei^ious bb* 
&rvation of thb command, . as it oirri^ 
ii8«o!Kst.rtt68ua£0datkm.i]b Jtj^.iiM.thiii 



l^lbltiiioiiiiP, ioimiitej tfur Kbiy «al^ ntnl 
#etadeii tlie pnftice of kB the other duties 
Af riftgfoii more dfrl%htful/ ' Commum- 
cttin^ in the Lord's fbpper bdng thus 
idVantageotts,^ the oWgation tocomiiiu. 
iHakt muft be ahf^erable : for the greats 
er the advantages, the great ert he* toottve f 
ixtA the greater the motive to any dutj^^' 
the more inexcu&ble niuft be the negleflK 
6f it.— -Let this excite both rion-c56ihmu* 
Jiicants and commiinitants to reflect oiy 
fheir duty. Have I the proi^ct, if I rc^ 
ceive' wortliily, of fo mudh hbnoUv ' aii<l 
idi^htage accrufrtg to ine, and fliall I not? 
be pferfiiaded to comei fhould the noh^i 
ifOihmtmfcarit fey; "^Since'it-is niy happi<4 
jMsi&pitkkt of f He*iembriali of dhiift'* 
bbcty 'and %16da,t «»a ttf tht ^pledges' of 
His live (ffiduJd tftfe gmnmliiiicaM {ay> my 
#efollb«io*lS^^b^Wtik'fo'W' to ptcife 
tortf aftd^Wtifler, ^cldrii^hi^ d6&fitie, sm 
eOhtrib^te^ in my littW-fpfiierd to nKik» 
fheWorW-eWtertairi ♦belter thctoghts bbtll 
\)f tllef Mftft: aiid^te dlfct|5ie»;' ^ -; '- ^ 
( Sufeh^bpeittgHhtf reafbftd^to ^iVh mh<*fi 
iliight i>6 a4ded>whlc!ii''e^in<ie'thc^l0!ga^ 
tlons lying uplm the Mfciptes of GhHft t<f 
eonti^nunicnie in th^ fal:ri^rnent of his fti^ 
per, £a<}Wioitts^'afi4^^rcibk-;'ift ntayjuft* 



\ 




f^.<kAp«?d'«,^lH>er, -vhffix fe^toft 5W% 

C^t «|ctiHnQp| p^ti«;^'?nji dpff^J^U prj^ 
TiaU; t^ugli-rhoBej^t ip jjBvqkjw i%jh^§ 

•od'nipris, andtha^inpeaHniy r^if^^.^ 
^fi£p!fl^illli^ an<lfYft»T«^l¥»- parti <rfi^W8 

if«f«e4 . wUhobM^Rcft iiWittfJilpf^;}! lC/>3J| 
voice tbeytb0:kmt^ mH-^^-^fk^f^H 
tuASeJure- to? x^xofi tc thfc toil's table j- a| 






^otit -Mbuht Sinai; to %ee^ # pco0e^i 
>awj tifey^ Bid ,|hcTati^e rirBer ^^ ti|iiie peo^fc 

^&y coiild Tcirddy rxnSife m-cafdtiie vdkfe 
^rthSinder, itt^Mc&'tftt IkWiris ddivtf. 
^a, lfh£h WroTe^ tSitidrctuB * miteken CWif 

^bfance''lf'Jie^;^iAot 'icorifidetiilg; t|iat tK^y 
<ire'cofne ,io-Mo,tthy^Zi(m;,'''n6t \p Modnt SL 



^fe^^lfe%^}npi^s-6f film it fits ub%, 
•lis ftkird^ Tie^ of ^noEhir faiecfiafcyr Id bi. 




i ^Uchjfhc^^ heiief trj&W|f thko theBjV 



•as tjiey ait- witmtf'ill^li^'faim^d^ -m. 



(n) £ph. ti. 18. 
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and debilitate; the minds t>f:C}iii^iai»3 to 

inake them of it f^rvile fpirit,, inAead of 

.infpiring at ^irit o£ adopxiony an4 cheriiL- 

^ing.thc ibvc of God and of. kftt^, whic^ 

i; at once the jiobIeft». apd • tne moft de^ 

jiightful part of prai^ical reKgion? It is 

[^not unlikely, that what chif fly gave riip 

to and Spread this wrong notion of the 

holy fupper, and made people advance it 

ib much above the level of*^ alt other rel\- 

^ous duties ip refp^ of the foi^mnit]^ 

was tlie do£^rine of tranfufcHantiation,. or 

, the real corporeal prefencc, u e, tfa^ change 

of thq elements of bread an4^win^ into 

^the very body ^nd bloo^ of Chriftj.to 

which they were taught toipay a reUgipji^ 

worfliip J and tcj cat what they.;wpr|b^ 

oed, had fomethmg> ce^ainly mofe^ ^^^ 

lolcmn, evep fomisthing horr3)le. iii if. 

And that 'whichincreafea the fuperilitious 

yeaeration for this i^ram^nt, vi^as, tl^ 

^dcn^*ng the cup to thclaity ; of this none 

but thic pri<^s, the mimftcrs of the? tOr^, 

Upufi.have t^e privilege to partikcu Thip 

tfic iupcxttitlon may.bejfx^kaf^ 

be^if j^an^ having t:^lj^ poCteflio^^ ^^}^ 

'xnixids of m<^D,wa&fiot eaffly.to bd driven 

^'out again j, not at the rcformatioa Jtfelf, 

^ij^heh the do^rxiies of Popery w^e baii- 

"iihed out of Frpteftant churchest i)«t too 



mtl^' of the. %3rit retai^ed'which' was tl;^ 
confegwiice of thofe dofiyines^j^s^ndpVT 
liculiirly :tI4s fupe^ 9:iticnis, ri?gar4 to ^ the 
Lard's (upper, wh^cJti methinks Prote^i^ntg 
fhoi](ld t^ this mo,:[?e wiUix)g to par't)witfi^ 
iipon the account p^ its Pqpi^ priginak: 
TThe LordjSr fupper jsw^th^ut aU^i^^b^ 
spqQ: falema ordinance jr apd is it no( a^ 
yery folepin thing to draw piglii to Go4 
in any of t^e duties of divine wprj3iip4 
to Gody ti^;gr«ateft, mqli , glorious and 
^dojcable. {(eing ? The iplemnjly-^of thiSv 
(acff^mentp^incipajily depends \xj^qn vthati 
wMch>is ffP^^nvoi^ to it .wit;h the.ordinaryi 
part^ Qf \yor{hip,5;f2;, .t^e ^dckeiO^ to God 
^hich .i^ccoin P^iny . it,r which , carry fome- 
thing more folemnin tJ^em l{han.t^e I-orjd's 
fijpperitfelf dq^s, cpnfidered merely as a. 
:^^ft of ^ommemoratiqi;! jnfti^uted in ho- 
noijr of the'great,Fri»^n4^]>d $^viour of 
paqkind. It is true^ythi$oi:df nance has 
if! Jjt, or; attending;i^ ill that is/olew ia 
Q^ijer or^i^znccsy i^ih > ix^me^hing addi^^ 
tiQpal; 1 mean, the manner of approach*. 
Wg Opd through tfi.5^acri§cet.;Qf his Soft 
reprefei^ted 4^y the viiiOblc memorials of it-, 
J^ut then this does not add fo much to the^ 
j^lemAity of this religiou^s action, as it, 

does to the encouracement we have . tQ 

^ ... • ♦ . %u . ». *•• — »-*• 

^bme with boldrtefs tp the throne of the hea- 



iW riyMor»}s d^ that &<rMie, b)t'l»hie^ 
&e olyt^nedtiie pardon-- (^'(id; st^epVanc^ 
i^W'God^ smdeternar #edcirfptiofti ^1-^%^ 




^ . t. There arc tficfe wha «i!l;fayj 'M^ 
d6"li(A r6ftifc;Tiirt: only deky't^ ebhie t^ 




y 



Tccciyc the' holy ctirmiytirriicn^'th^y con. 
tinuc platting tt off feom time to thhe, antf 
only ^yait'f;* a mote ton^fellient oppomi- 
liity pf dtoinff it. 3«t when wilPthit* 
inore cohvemeht^ 'iftpporfiimty come? • 'Aar 
to many, clocS'nik this^^cxcufe, po^i" as- 16 
fe, ferVe them^ fjtft^ Vcafs tt^her ?*-«-i¥ 
frup no ^a<3 time' i^liniitefti ,i*rheh< bui* 
obligattbn toTeCfeivethetL^d's ftij>^et licC* 
gins tO'teke^pliceV'biitwhit tHefa/^-lhfc} 
S^turi^bf the cohii^i^ be Rich a» V5 fe!*^/ 
pl^itf itfelf ih't^is rrfj^eft? i^ 'it certaiSi 
ty does ; fipde the obligation to oSftfS'e anj^ 
commarjdmufttitmMift^ccairfo 
hav^ ai) ajiiEtyy2(,nd can be riradc nationally 

{q) Heo. IV. 14 m 



jMRi]r'^S||||P£R« iff 

iog jGbod aiid. celti>ratiiig tbfi n^inory of 
tbeir Saviour with tndpt&An(Hxig: ^od 
tkcptfore I cduid wifiv^Wt }(()utager.p 
£qi^& Would take this m^ter into tbcU 
deliberate thoi^hu ; .^pd'^da bqw. €!arfieft% 
1^ eotreat them^ for tKeir SavijpijrV fido^ 
(of their 6bligatto&i$ tob whon^, Ihbf^ thej^ 
^t IB &ytkc dogrct {enSH't) aad- for theijS 
ov^% to do it^. Ifttppofe thdaato Vg of 
ige> to judge and a£t for tbemielvss ; nbk 
itoly to difderi^ g^od^ajnd- cyiI^ bii| to ap 
preheiad thagpceat doAirmeh.ofqGhnftiianh 
ty^ pa^tiodjirly: t]lai:,i)fii;j&rj/? J6£y% MelS^ 
vhUrvf^ldf^rv^^mdivn^jli, Mediator. bkHaein 
Gvd ^md wti); m-mficibr^ o£ whesB,^»A 
with a defign moto ef£oft uaally tb . ei:»gagd 
insi'difciples tOilove^ tmhal^e, Ind 'otieji 
\Sxa^ iht facraiaeiit of tneifuf^ wkiJ ih^ 
ftitxitedi and^ ^atiithca i&t)iildi i6Q9i>id 
theii*.'beii^ i^teived to, aixdinsoetwhjg tliid 
holy coanEHXiiiinJDny being rniecccaqipetsentJ? 
fy initntctediii the nsuiui^ /and d^^ii .ol 
it, which I likewife ftippofe J Of th^ dii%o 
great yeaiiy fidftiTals thit irttuid Jtiij^es^red 
among the Je\K»y.by .divine^appointmenty 



Hi' Oir THfc KMLfd^mf^ f O i i: :> . 

hot^$ fuppdr \md^ ^he Cbi^fUaB 4Upeh» 
fiition. The age > 'when they made- t|t«^ 
firSt appearance at the idel)frat<|0n jCf( chis 
€)rdiiianc6, tlve Je^Hh iv^rkers tsltas^-was 
St furthcfi when they- wer^ t\telve' or thjr^ 
tean years old ^ wliioh i$ tendered ^ tho 
more pxx>bablc by i$diat the Evangdiftrrei 
ktes concernittg our 8aviour , that his^fo^ 
rents tvent' t(> ^drufiikm e^rf )i&avi at iJke. 
fesji rfthtsfaffivet ; ^and tvhm he was tw^Jv^- 
years sMy the^' oarmed him up with them^ afi 
ter the manmr 'ofthefeafi. (p) Certainly^ 
as the lUrork 6f x>Qr redemption by Jefus 
Chrift is' of a more.fignal nature^ and 
niticb greater, importance, :tbaD any of 
thoie tetii|)bral ddiverances : and favours 
w.hich\ God lyduchfiifed . to ^ .the Je^ifc 
dnxr^h aiid natioi^V ^i^d'^or jfehat reafoa 
defer ve9. to be had in ^everlafiing ^emtssu 
branc&; fo the way. of comn[ienioratihg 
k in the:Lord^s fuppcr, with'the intaatioa 
of; thiy ordinance,; to promote a fpirit :6£ 
^ieity)^i and tile practice of all: goodn)eis id 
dab 7<33iinmttniGantS9 ^ are things'^ which 
yomig pcrfons grown, up to years >of'di£» 
icetian^ wkh a little refleiflidn, may eafil^ 
Biardier&and.> And why then , do not pa-, 
ients'put thofe of iheicTchildrcn who arp 







«dnttJil{nfii(!2A€ WiSSt^Vv&ilfbT fTotti'<>AtH 

tipenefs of }iidgtneift«, tttid feibne<*^^f %e-f 
kaviduT, Be |>«¥fik<lted' td refiedf, «^'^^i« 

\tr4l^ fdon fivtd t)(<r a\^aht»ge it^^M 




fbr the'f(<rfomraikr6f ^he«idftti% f ksi 
iii^Ve tlH)ugM^ »nd pt'ti^efl4de,>«m(i'lttcd^ 
hy^&ykBt^^f^GHQi'lfAtlHi iftao^E^Ht 

tfytheriiOltd^^-taWi^'aSf «iey "ii^otlitl'lirfiHjfty 

R6w<^i]|y'ba(feiiia^le5tt[^%hiW;%3^d'tta^!^ 
perhaps maketl«ei(k»*il4ittedbf tfieit deJaysi: 
lor wRddrabtecftyi ^afever fesybe fi^ itt 
excufe of younger perfonsvrhentlftj'defirt 
longer time ; -W^li -^ivtt) ai-e iilnidft cdine 
to «he riiiddfe i^art >6t, lafe, ierf p« it, it 
may b^ifrt&e aecBtte of<'it,;cih have.n«w 
ffiing to plead for tlieittftl*^^'tli6f' cani- 
not pretend tRat'iKty'ar^ifot'^f'ageftit 
ident for ^ ihmg tb^^fidE >tiief ait 

1. a 
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pnefife(i«^ npVj with ^ny^grftc*? talk q{ cMay-t 
ing y€^vieBger,jwJ>Q^ave. delayed 1^^ 
tcK)^f»g,a|r€?R4jr» - For Gpid'Si fakc^ t^^re-. 
forfer^fwi f»Sr they Regard their duty ta 
^b«|rfJ|4wAa94 l^edfliewer, . a^ the prof^ 
pqrkyii9iF;jl^k awj^ifottjs, k* fhcm not 
tW^ .^gf £!^9^y 4inpo£s upon themfelyes 
5tf^yflw^r. _CJtoc wouldj^magine thjtt it 
wa$ ifomethiffg ^ceedlng:^^ grieyons ;>iKi 
burdoaftmc/that t^ywere exhorted iq 
perforiH,; l^at they ai?e !thus cpritinually 
puttingifc^ffi wheivit U tp do nothing 
fJfeti.bpj: .irfe^, their. own ie^fc: of duty, 
and a prjnsipleof ii^nuity, gi5i<itudci 
and jj^£-;a|ej;^i^^ ihould not fuffer theni 
to J)e c^y in omitting,, though they vi^e 
never pi9^d tq it. How long dp they 
im?en4 .tO;go on ^^^.^ till death overtakes 
them w^Ue^^ey jare thqs d^yijf^i cut4 
off their; ,4^ri|iiag {Hurppfe^ ; and to they 
appear: before: their Sayv^ur and Great 
judge,^ ii^}thoi]ff My^Pg: ^]i^e ihown forth 
jbis death,vaaiO|rd^9g.to his inoft expref^ 
coinqiaxid^i ;r<' -r •. ■ •',••■.* ' 

3^; i;|ie,:pJeaL of rgpr/pat i^^ilf^bcr^ is. That | 

they: vcc, i^t fit to^partaJc^ of this hdy 
fuppen Wjiy fo»j Are theyicandaloug 
finners ? do tl^y^^jv^in a confiant knoumi 
yiqlat5on|9f^^ti%.pM$fflpt^, p^ gofpcl? 
^,tW^-fec^^lS, t^:iU aUftw, that they 

s .1 
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9r^^tquaUfied to apfiTG^di the Loifi)!^ 
1^^ ; ^^ ih^t no m^n c^n receive wor«. 
tidily,' wkp live^ ; ia^iiHtiial: wickednef^^. 
)fQ^ before md itft^r > ^u^ fq goes c^ ^l^ 
to'a^t^y attending, upon W$ devotioiiai 
and, his vices. We* y^yk ^Cupppfe a- notdii- 
ous habitusd finner to receive the iaora-^ 
ment \ nay^ ^nd that.^e &ficer4ly int0ndsf 
the.ai^bicHi ill ^oaour of Chirifi as his Lord 
^d MaA^r, ' a^d piii^xxfes future anieud^ 
^e&t attjbe time of. performing it : yet 
fo far isrfijich ^purpofe as this fron) making 
a m^ awppthy rec^ver^aa things ai^pear to 
roe, that one of tMs ch^raAer cannot pray 
worthily y for how can thqfe deiiresr an^ 
refolutions be in any ^proper -fenfe worthy 
erf, or fuitable to, the duty performed, 
which are fo iniperfed as to be without 
effed, not now and then only, but always ? 
And though a, man had better pray with 
fuch feeble defires- than not atill, it will 
not follow^ that he had better come to the; 
^crament too, than delay it till he has 
given fome iigns of his repentance in hia 
life and conver£uiqn. Prayer is a natura) 
and univerfal means of piety and virtue ^ 
in the total x^glec^ of which it is impofii-» 
ble, a man ihould be aAually good ; and 
next to imppffible, th^t he &oul4.be in 
^i way to becopif^fq; which caQ3;iot h^ 
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fe'ld dF ' f lie iL^dTs (vtf^dt ^ ihh ' M*^ * 
pofitive^ i«ft1tutiott* ^ Hath a ifftto bfeetf 
guilty of df unkei^mfe, ^mtjfcfci*, aehik^^ 
o!? arty ^tfeer tke fti(^ "llagi^KMis c^iri^y 
ht ^aftfiot do bet?^,: than' ihintedlAt^ 
cift hfetofelf dWi^A 4n f Ite preftrftcc o^PCfed^- 
c6irf€ffiiig hfe fift^ SAnlMiirig Wfmfel!? f^t* 
fc^ ktip4oyfe!g mercy, ihd • the* fflce :' 'bia€ 
fet^ly-fib 0nte wbtild* ^«fcit tigKt, «) gb 
fiotft^the <i€teiinifllM''df 'f*eh'^ferkft^S't^ 
iki LdrcTS tftbte. >Jbt tcT fj)eak- of ikcfet 
or feflftfly prayer ; there is hot that' fcari- 
daMo the Chriftfen fodety^ ki^drtiittittg 
tiotflricms fintiers 't& liAr^e Ih tlit ptib* 
Re i)rayeP3^t>f tht ck^fch, as in p^rfek tjng; 
Hot t^ faty ififvitiilg, thclm to come to the 
Ijord'i fufJJ)ef'. -Eating aiid driirffiiiig are 
dii^iy akd particularlv tUt a€ts of every 
conwtiuhicabt, afts dmingtiifliing of the 
Chrfftiari focfety/ attd 6 hi«rfc ef frfendw 
feip bet weeh the Mafter and kis difciple* t 
in an which refpefts thi^ duty diftmfrdtil 
prayer ;- which in its very ^nature fvAti 
the condition of a finfter ; ind itti^hich 
therefore he may be ailk>wed;t(>j^itt wfthi 
€)ut offence, if he behave decently darlfig 
the worfhip. And therefore, tipdn tm 
wlmlc, I "think fuch perfons ire i A the 
ri^ht to ftay away froln the •Lbrd's f«pi 
fier, taf they arebett-er -di%^fed ffriti»*e 
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«|ifoper.ii&.'of it; ^nd hxv^ given fbtne 
proof of this £fpoiitk>n to thonfehres ziad 
others. ; Bo t then a. vicious life, for which 
nc^dxcufeis to be given, in any ifaan, and 
leaftof all in. a Chriftian^ can be no tx^f 
t\x€G,£or the omiilron of a plain duty ; ani 
omiffion whidi,, infiead of having iti 
gmit extoit^ted by this plea^isra veryr 
great aggravf tion o£ the guilt of a wkk<^ 
ird life, wfaic^ is the occailon of it. . They 
ibould rather therefore argue thus :-^'* I 
^' at prcient lead fuch a life, as I can neL« 
"thcr reconcile with the rules of the 
^' Cfarifiian religion^ nor with a reafdnable 
f hope of an intereft in the promifes and 
** blefilngs of it *: I will therefore iniunedi* 
*^ ately quit the guilty, the dangerous way 
V I am in : and then, as I Ihall be prcfxar-^ 
^^ edfbr death, which I have now thegreat* 
^^ eft rea{bn to dread the thoughts of^ jefpe^ 
f 5 cially'oonfidering that, there i$ not a tiio^ 
^' meat when it may not furprifc nae,fo 1 
^'. ihall be, qualified to fhow zny gratitude. tb 
J* n>y Saviour, by joining with hijs <S£cit 
^^ pies in the commemotation of hia death 
f^ and fuiSerings, . and the participation, of 
"all the firmtiS and benefits of theiri/W 
So miich for thofe whofe: cbara^r is 
known to, be vicious by .themfelveai. arOd 
others. 
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tome but tliofe wiio are sdbr od tf 'tiam 
heidg' io a fiateof hvoiXT vAih God, 
£ui£tified tn-d pardoned ; or who hmn 
very good rca^n to. thiok fo, alid ted 
troubled with very few doubts aboat iti 
Tin9^ Itake k^ ti^iUd be kn cKtr«me.on 
the othdr hand« If peirfons Hv^ & a$ ikosI 
to iHfcredit their Chrifttan profeffion ; p 
ttiey have good difpofitions^ which they 
in ' 4eme inea&re cukivate aQdimprovd^ 
though it ihojuld be doubtful winethet 
tbdy iare . prevailhig ; I cannot fee that 
tb^ hkve^ a ibfficient cairfe :for ablentUig 
■ thejnfelvcs -rfrom the facrament ; whfch 
Hiiriu: be tif admirable fervice to Certify 
tiiesr hioly refohttiond and to w vigoratt 
thdir ^ious a^ftkms ^ particularly thtif 
love to iChrHl, which they 42% bonfiiou^ 
to(tli^ir having' in Ibine degree^ as iikd^ 
vfiik of Its i»:it ^em^ without dl effect; 
Andtteugh it fkomM reaBy be/ fi>: that 
tfaey:arewsKt f thorough toni^i^ 
leveof Clo(Lan4 of Jefuslbas not y^t got^ 
teni^eentke ntstery over cfado* ]^^tix^; 
yet I tan by no ctejuis thmk, thiiit tkofb 
wefdi^ of the ApoftlePaid doia^ adl belong 
to them 9 that b^ i»ho e^O^h and dtimkiti 
ifmfonhifyy 40ieth and drinkah dmrfAtiM 4 
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%^m/k^^ 'itt^' Jifceirnhg 4be'L&fH^'s bbdy. (y) 
fecfi^ dftfervl^g^^hat- tfee briginal wor4 

liivt ^^^ ' rendlE^d' by ' jud^eyit, ttieanm^ 
feli^^mpe^atjmlgwent^ a miaich 

ic^fter-'cme-; i* i« €«ai*gh tojfbow-^hal 
foifh a^:r am 'i^'^afclng' of, do ^ fait Hn* 

Sfimich as tkey rfg^n? /i5^ Lord% hdy\ 
pwaing a v^ry great diflfeifence be^^fck 
that and their common meab, and havisg 
i very fip<:et^ dei^e to htm our th^ B^ 
▼four; awi-'to be in: fevdur with him ^ 
ii^bich ttey ttftiiy,^ by briij^feg foit^ 
iriaHy^if riot all^hc^ frfiitb <^f rlgh^eouft 
fi€fe,.ih^ fome degree, . t*i^li Adt-iri'^S 
ifreat a degree a^ theylh<Mi&.^ flad t*« 
indre fuHy^ tio^ nemove iM'dbuBt -i*'thti 
i*fatter, I' fliaU- ftriefij^ c^nfitier *hei¥«gtl^ 
ferity of* the CoriiitftiaM, noted % S«.^ 
Pkiil 2 FF>6(?« ji' rb/ttir together ihtk dSi? /rftt^<r j 

sating every one taketh before 'tHhef'^^hy-fkok 
fttppet^ ; ofiif me^ is hungry^ and anoi&ei^'ii 
dinknken. (y^ ' • 'Tfee qtleftion here is, Whei 
ther • thi5 'M4fes ^ip' thb'lo^d^s' fup^r it; 
ft!f ; 6r tt) tW %^^^, /. i^.^the ■love-feffJi\ 
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which of th^'towi^ fai^^y thefe ^rregukif 
(Corinthians Jieid * before they piw^ed 
to partake pf the ' &craQient ? OnC; c^i> 
hardly conceive, that it was at the Ij.or4'd 
fupper itfelf they behaved in this indec^t 
fnanner ; fiace they could not biat know^ 
that all belon^ng to that was on}y brea4 
and wine ; whereas here fonie of thei^ 
feenaed to have eaten as well as. drfink.lK3t 
f xcds. Why elfe is it faid, One:is tmffgrf^ 
motbe^ il druhhn^ if the term drunken was 
not defigned to comprehend exceffes of 
l)oth!kind^ in eating as well as drinking ? 
And then again, the Lord's fupper .b^g 
a^,f(^ of which; aU in commoji .>vere to 
plirtake %n imewory of th^r Saviouf, it is 
^<?t ve?y cre^iWe ^that fcime would nojt on- 
ly- tafee fthis f^pp^r before others, but* 
without any care that the; ppcy {houl4 
have .>«^l|erewithal to keep * the feaft. ^As 
to the r^^^' or Uverfeq/hy it is moft pro- 
iiab^ fro*n antiqmty^, that they were not 
celebfate4 till .after the Lord'^ fupper; 
?n4 being feafts pf dbafity, the very na-r 
tuf^.of theip will; not arfiSiit of our fup^' 
pofing that the popr Ayfrp.e^clvded fijom 
them. The mpft Ukely, w?y of folving 
thedifficplty ^«i& to metpbc this, that 
the,Cprii^thi?a3 pf t^hcir <^wij heads madie 
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Ae Lord's fiipper an appendSx or feceiid * 
^pRtertaininent to anothier fe>ft, in CMsiler 
-to jcanfocm h to tlie-ftianner of contmi^- 
nioatiag atihofinft Inftitution, which was 
at tKe cidfe ef the [iafloTen Socrates,* ia 
his Ecdsfiaflical HHkorj^ mentioxib (dme 
tEgyptians living, near Akxandrt^, who 
partook- of . the jfaicraaient an a. jd&fierent 
-mannibirom vdrhat rwas ufual in tb^ Chrif- 
-tianchiirclk ;• making merry, a^d filling 
itfaemfelves with- aU forts of food ; and 
thetn in the evening, after this, partaking 
-<^ the facnanent ; which he caMknty^erku 
This feoks fp much i3ce a parallel infiance^ 
diat tK&iiiiagr very wdl fnpnofe the prao- 
^ice of the Corinthians, condemned by St. 
•Iftud^ .tor have been the £tme with that of 
Jthefd Egyptians. And. the Apoftle might 
-mery ^elL iay^ that ibh was' net to eat the 
^'iM^s^ fitpftr : &r the nltiniue deiign of 
Jlhkir iheetihg together bcin^ to partake 
«ftheLprd^6 flipper^ to which the other . 
;fiU{bw%6only introdu£b>ry'; asJt ihowed 
Tvo^ great rcfpeift for the Lord's fupper or 
kttcrwkdge (^ the nature of it, to behave 
foiat tlie'£eaft conneded-.with it ; fo by 
th^ excefles they were guilty of, aggrava* 
ted bytheir uncommunicativenefs to the 
^oor members of the churchy they put 
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^hemfelv^es mto/a conditipA, In >itrhicli 
t}i<9^> could 'fiotpdflibiy difiern as they 
<yught tbe L^i^d^j body>. ^This wa$ ^tati^ 
land ibrinking unworthify in lth6 fiioft inbtori- 
ous nUtunen But ^hat' has this toi do 
vdth flueir cafe, or How icaii theynfie a£- 
€e£bcd % the Apoftle*& qcnfurb, who pome 
in a fdber and re^cdXflit manner^ aiid^wit^ 
a fincertt^defire^Md^porpcife i3o>waik;wor^ 
thy of fhis facratnent^ :and« aU-^b other 
parts of t the Chriftiak: iieKgion ; 'thoisgh 
it may b^ they are not io .fcrte^ id thdbr 
comforimi^y. to the gofpel^ and'fo tho- 
roughly iooi) firmed in their good refolu- 
tions and ^^iitions, as they fiia^Id' he^ 
and perhaps > are in a way: to b&feomef 
And ther^re the objefUon of vn^tnefe 
is ealily s(|id - fuffiden tly : xhSf^id^ ... - 1 
would cODchide this head with thif re- 
flexion : That xommunicants pi! a'fobdr 
and regular '^haviour,miy, by what hiss 
been now oSTered, be tnore fmUy Jatis£ed 
in what they have done in obmingvto.ttd: 
Lord's table, &* as to. be freed ' waxq\ any 
fcruples they riuy haV€.been troijiblcd wkli 
upon this account^ and not only lib^JmC 
may repice |n. their having^ choTen tUis 
good part, frtt fb doubtleis it is.':t;"In- 
** ftead of g^ving.way t6 2ifpirit.(^,bonda^ 
^^ again to fear^ .thiiik, O my foul, of tbc 
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^ Tdwty whidi 'riiou hafirteforc thee, ati* 
** m: ^tKe bnviffidn of vwbich thou didfl: 
•*' wifely- refolve not to allow thyfelf, ani 
*^ of the advaiitag^ annexed* td the con- 
•* fcjeti tiotis dif<iha.rge of it ; and with; 
*f equal dtligelice and chccrfulrtds, joined 
^^■wfith)earhteft' ^Maycr- to: :God for. his af-i 
^/^ftajficcjv ^pply vthy mind and heart to^ 
•^ the davout cortiniemoration of thy oncer 
*«fdyfhg arid 4aad^ but liowirifen, exalted^ 
**,ciiBr living, and affbaionate Lord/- 
i 04X: Others ytirgc their ^in^ involved im 
fo'iraich'bulilicft, as{notiJo be able to fpenct 
the time '' nepdlary by way of preparationr 
feinthe': fascranuciit. flat the. queftion h^ 
Whether the mulfipKcity> of their bufirie& 
bb xvhat thryr cannot well avoid ? If it be 
t|ieiir qivajfiiukVthat their.time is fo nauch. 
t^keiDiip with, the world; infteadof ma- 
king their- jwroridlyv cares a pretence for. 
^irablkDling^tiilena&lves fronat^ Lord*5 
^able, ' they fhouli inimediatd<y! fet them- 
&|vfcgta«idLreitch«tliefe cares^vand thereby 
cob cff this otcafion) of ttheir. neglc^ng*^ 
pliid.doty pf rdigioir: and fo without all 
tioiibt they wixuljl, if it was HcaBy their 
defire tOt have all hindrances tcmoved out 
of their way, ia-xirderr to • tljcfic i. partaking^ 
of: this gofpel feaft/ j>M their bfcing^:eiigaged 
in a great deal af.bufioQfs ij§ not the effed 
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of choice^ but neteffity^ and thdy yncittld 
willingly, if tl^y could, ihake off this arid' 
every other incmnbrance ; they hdve no^ 
manner of reafim to baniih thenlfelveS' 
ftom any ordinance of the gofpd upon 
tills account. Becaufe their hand^are full' 
of the world on the week day, they db .not^ 
therefore, when the Lord's cby returiJSi' 
refufe to joia in the fiated duties of' 
it : and why (hoald thiey deprive thetn^' 
felves of the privilege, of communicating* 
in the Lord's ru|)per, any more, than of 
performing the: other parts of diviiie wor-i 
ftip ; or think themfelves tinqualified fon 
onq, any more than for. the other ? It ist 
to be hoped, wheneyier they come to the 
houfe of God,andunite/inpsay£e8 taGod^ 
or in hearing his moft hqlyi word^. theyr 
labour to difchar^e their heaxts q6 evict j: 
foreign care, that they riuty attend upDTf.tAJi 
Lord vihh^ut dijira^tnfi. (f} 1 1 jlnd hBtviii]^ 
kid afide the thoughts of ill earthly things; 
they might as well reo^^ the Lord's fupk 
per, as engage in any other religious du^ 
ty, if there be nothing clfe to prevjdnfe.'it,[ 
but their being taken up more; thaa they) 
defire with the afl^s of this Jife at othet) 
times* But ^yj. this i means . they are nob 
able to devote the i^quifite 'ti^e ta the 
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duties, of preparation. , To which it may 
b^/j?pUeq^ ,tnat vni^t wc c?ill preparation 
for th^Tacramejat being only a prudential 
f ai|TgV w w^ enjoined in the word; ojf . 
Gp<J|jmuflrho,t be looked upon as abfo-. ? 
lutely ftec^ffary, mucK lefs the fpendine , 
lucfi aj;i^xaa portion of time m the exer- . 
Cites, of. ileyqUon. Let . us., emjplpy what ^ 
tim^ .jWp .caa icommandU and fiiid by ex-.. 
pericBce.. to be x^ ufe. to thi$ purpofe f ; 
aud we ,haye nothing further to trou« , 
ble . ourfelve^ ' about, but . putting our. - 
hcairb in^the bell order we can, and fo 
mod^rfi^tihg (^lir affeftix)n^'to.^I tlxefc fubr 
li^fxap^thfpgs, t}i;^t'as often as wc are call- ^ 
ed to any, diityj wq iliay^bp in a proper 
difpofitlon for ihe performance^ pf it. Let 
us ip this, a]Q4^ we iiQed not doubt of our 
beine'acceptable giiefta at tl^e table of the 

the Lord« \ . ,. 

.5,; The laft hin.draiice.1 fhall i^ention 
to mebi'js coming to th^etible of the Lord^^ 
at^ whiQh I fear is th^ mcul comm.pni^ is^^ 
That perfons. 'a4)preheni, fhat.jtjijei facra-.. 
raent will oblige themi^.greater^ffri^nefsj 
of cpnyerfation than tliey fliquld other-, 
wije be bound to ob'fcrve^ or ihali'be able, 
to. ipake good, .and by^that 'means increafe- , 
tneif,gyilt';*and tliat therctcw£ they had. 
better,*' fbt Iheir* own tafety, continue to' 

212. 
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abfent themii^lves. But. let me take the. 
liberty to tell 'thdm^-ffi'at IM^I^ ^fiifcf^i ! 
fort of reafon as tKfejr* Vould Aotf fati^ 
thcmfelvcs with in aiiy oi!fier-x^fe ^^^re. 1 
their afFeftibns were engaged. ' t)6' libt^ 
they, know, that' ^whatever bleflirfg'they 
enjoy, temporal or l^irituai, tlteir ' oblifea-/^ 
tion to fei:ve and glorify Cod iixh^^f, ^ 
rendef ed the greater ?' Are they ^holr uh* 
der ftroirger obligations to a holy life for ^ 
being Chriftiahs, than if they Wcfcr H^i ' 
thens ; Proteftants, fiian if they had tJefea ' 
trained up in the darkhefs of Popery? 
But if it was in fcheir choice, would they 
therefore change conditions with, Papifts 
qr Heathens ? Surely^ no y becaufe niey 
know, though perhaps they do not cdnv 
ij4er it as they ihoijkl; that^hehr attvantai ' 
gcs are far beyond tfadfe of the other, and . 
cannot be AifficJiendy prized. 06 they 
not likewif^ know, that, any fiiperibr de- ' 
^ee of Icirning, or ritHes/or powei^, is a ^ 
talent i6t which' thrj^ ' ire accop ri tabfc id' ' 
the Governor and Judge of thfe world;^! 
aftd whidi calls for higher degree^ of ^a- 
tJtude'toOoc^ And aJf the corifequen^' ol/ 
l^at, of iaiVity ihd ditigeildp in hil,iejc::^' 
yict ; fo that. If jpofllbding fo 'much ^cM^[ 







they vill ^left ipitxcu^bk ? But, flp^, 
WKjiftariding this^ 4^. they chpol^ (6 he Jig« ' 
norant^nd pobr, and diiregard^, that tbeyr 
may have the leik account to give at laft ? , 
It is certaio, fi:om ii ni verfal experi,e^^e,that 
they ^9 not. Ai^ why th^a fhoulcj the/ 
prefent hi the oiily excepted csCfe^i? whicli 
tHey deny themfelves a moft invaluable 
privilegeji only that they. liijsiy not ,be fp 
firpiigly obliged to a regular and Chrilidaja 
convemtipn ? \ To fiich !a coiiver^tion 
they are obliged by their' pEo^effipiit o£, . 
Chriftianlty, whether thev, are cqinmufi^ 
cants or no; to an obfervation or. tlu; 
felf fame duties apd yirtues^ ajad an sibitir 
nerice fron^ the ifaipe vices, as! th^qr. y«^ViR 
the^fayour of their God. and fh^ir Savipiir^ 
and tlieir own everlafting happiricfi ; :an4 
let me add, ajc? under thje greati^r pblj^^^s 
tionstolt, fQj- having tk'e pppdft,up^tic;|s, 
of coming tci the XiPrd's taHe, wheytKer 
they make \ife of thefip opportunities or, 
not. It IS not only actually reQeiying th^ 
L6rd*s fuppci",, but.th^ir oeing, command*^ 
cd, invited, and encour^'^cid to recgiyc: it, , 
that tTicy>rc to g\ve ai^ af;^oim^ o£ Itpy, . 
is^iheir p^ivile^e the lei^ ripiv cpiiiegueo|U: ^ 
ly their obli^jjtipij t.9 J^, thankful /or it^ 
becaufe they negle^i: to make aiiy Z^taf^-^ ^'. 



gfeatisr i^. dieif guilt'and their folly, ^ Thiaj' 
afe obliged ' t6 praftife nothing rafter V,^l[}p., 
fz^ferainenr, biit what' fhey were bcfc).re.|! 
obliged to, if they would enter into the ; 
k?h^dprn of heaven '; and to abft^in jfrpiri !^ 
nb Intiulgenf es btjt thofe whiGhj'l)y thVl 
ffofpel coiiftitutioll', will exclude us from : 
thente. ' ' Ijieii* ranCy therefore of fecuring^;, 
t6 themfelve* a greater liberty, by abfent-. * 
ing frbm the Lord^s table, is .very fboliHi? 

They aire ftiU' talking of the Vlariger of 
partaking oif <he Loras flipper, and npt ; 
Walking worthy of it \ in the ineanwhiTe '^ 
fdrgettfng, that a fihfullife will be'theit ; 
ruii;, though they never cpmrnunicate \^ 
and that th^re is i dapger as great, or rath- 
er greater, oh the other* fide ; I mean in \ 
habitually neglefting z plain inftitutioh \ 
of the gofpel. To which let us further \ 
add, that if our obligsrtipti to walk circum- | 
fpeftly is greater after we have received 
the ficrament, our helps, and cncourage- 
xxrents^ atid pleafures, ^ are, greater top ; 
anil thSt thtrefore, upon the? whole, wc ,^ 
cam hkve ho ^obd reafori, upon any fuch ' 
account 3i^this,'to' tdfufe another invita- 
tionV ttj t^e tord's.'tabk, which I now ' 
grv^c ydti in the nanie bf my greatMafter * 
aiTd'yours. * . • 

^6 •ron«tia«-^Thc iirftltutron - of ^tlie ' 
'(upper, and the peculiar natyre and defigu 



lying fXQl the difci^iks of .Chrifi: taoomimi^) 
j|Hcatelto:thi$^ facratnentfhowi^ :a£^ the3 
mod pbfitfibleobjii^dltDfis a^ainft itanfwer'^r 
tail iraitilwottid fain;}iope tkat a|L cidsi 
wUinotbe whhoiit ibnte gpod efibft, hotby 
vrtthf tegai:d td tb^j\xd^^ntj^ndoihc\^r 
fe&ioM. i6f .'my x«d«r 1^ helping tcf givi 
hiai::.ajdiftit^Eto. noi^^ ofthtaparttoB fai^r 
r^ligib'ii^ '.tl»r;i;(a£dcnn'z and the^ ctfi 

the inftitiitibii % to dominice him»^ tSait iv 
is eqvtaByjUisiduty and his advamt^^e ioi 
ciiiiecve t ili ; ; and t o produce in j Mm^ ^ in > 
OMl^^cilrccncejwith hb ownierioit» confident 
rMionv and i the grace ' o£ iGod^ afi. tbafe ; 
good; d{!(b0&ip^.whi^^ remeoi^brance 
o£^<uhrift roqiuros,.af)dtaora' weU^'fittpd tow 
ftmQ(gtiieiiknd.]icr&^ ;, Whatever ikfeds; 
thei^f hav(cr:lMteo in; .thix) inanher of bapd*^ 
l«ig3tl^il» fnl»e£t,>y^t ^-^Uita^idis ]3>brw; 
tyi/DQoiky^ jt.mbftt^^:tikditeader^v c^Wxt' 
f^^ult^if hfi is^ nteh£r\g ^ar. aU rf Heibefiter f i^r ' 
>^3t haa (been Jaid Sk&ini Uinu: > iBjBongk^ * 
Itittn pefAiiided,) has .been-oSBkted > tD/j^ii i 
the:affeBX:;t)f.ai^iiiTipliiiat j)dr^ and;: 
if'feriouflyi ckm&dearfcd^ td 4)i!sevaal withi aU i 
tadi^Toterthcol&ivesitiQBGtiAnaii^ tcr^tken 
Redeemiei:^:to;lo3nribooDD ooiom fkrviently^/ 
aaird 'to &rnrd)thenionibra diligently and> 
faithfully. c'^'^^^^gi^s^^^^^ doQiog^sdontp 



i^t)x ./^:'.0iWTBfejwiaic3iTi0iir^iw:iaj'j 



cantSi.more krjpAxkM i^v^^t^^emftl^y ^fox' 
every Ghriftiaia^Tirnw:!' » The L^rA^&'fu|x*: 
per is: asdoiibtedly a moft excellent jnfti- : 
tutioni;»: and wciferitabm Maprotdd' as: it> 
oaghtyixnoiild ap|)ear to'be fi^Do^thd <:6ii-'' 
VHfti€Mni;o£ithe:wiK^e -wOTkl;;*^ 'Wpjx\d tJOfr 
God; t hat ^H thofe, 'wlia dn-"<tbedieacei tot 
tUs! commi^nd x>f ' theii? .^lafiMjiekiaAd/I 
ck^inkat Ms- table in rem^trrsmide of ii^^t 
would duly cosfiderthifr; takutgtc^ tot 
behaoffi.at alL times fuitaUty to^tUe^di^t^ty: 
of' thdx: charaiFtery ; the fofemn ; Hatorooiaf) 
tbadt . : vovKB ' *aiid i eii^geinem §9 : :»nd- the') 
^eatnefeof tbiJr obligations fjThe» would: 
Gibers, . ^Btng: ^ AriW ^(^^d^works^i -gJpf^Jf » ^^^*^i 

tilf'tii^thadijoSriiEd WKhrthdrndfr-celghraf-^'t 
ting tfadrnremory ofrcun ooin!mant*Lord 
aad:]^dK)ur:j fa^iiT^ :*^(Com?iahdife^ 
*tsdf9 ^Q:ic)(thi»leaftjaild'at tmc^iftoii^uT^ 
'^.ChnftvJflfndiptomote^ 'ia they ^^e id^he^?: 
*t <>sar;edificatiooi in holibbfe; kn(ici>m£6tt i^r 
t he»v wmild>tli^i church ^fi CSmft: &«!> inove'T 
g&xrious:!S«rd^^eh]&ri£Ql^':and7his reiigion:^at 
f6urce: ef imore ftbauAdim&iand:' u^om '*f»^^ x 
iQKumt fp^ea&re) aoidd fatisfa^oit'^othian, : 
ip'a.woni; as:^dbe eoDoslleiiceiandxifefakiefsT 
df all thexqhibiandmemsrbidinfiltiitidns/; 
d the^^*^ i^aB&ldiio^^iidSeht^^ibl ptir^ 



CELBBUATE THE LORD^S SUPPER. IJt 

cularly of the Lord's fuppcr ; f6r which 
we fbould efteem ourfelves obliged topraifc 
God, as in it we do, for his wonderful 
goodiners to the children of mciL 
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DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES 



Relating to the hordes Supper^ before^ or pre- 
paratorj to Receiving* 



To THE READER* 



THE author's defign in this little prc- 
fent which he makes the public, is not to 
confine and fetter the devotion of pious 
communicants, but affift it, by furnifliing 
them with materials for meditation which 
they may have always at hand, to make 
ufe of when and in what manner they 
judge convenient. Souls the beft turned 
for the exercifes of the fpiritual life, have 
not at all times the fame happy flow of 
thought, or livelinefe of affedlion ; and 
when this is the cafe, that their ufual ac- 
tivity fails them, who can tell but they 
may find fomething or other here which 
may help to roufe their attention, to lead 
them into a train of thinking, and fo fan 
the facrcd firc^ that it may burn the more 



"brightly.^, ., iVMd,fi£.,this;»»ay ^e i(Mpi¥M 
oC^heCe fup^i^ir foulsj ;yi^ch more 0$, 

•jn^lffted ^^Qftii^jQMt^f the mofti 

l?eing not oply ^ vqry |'gj;^.fuppoi't »n<i 
ik in th;:, tou^e.pf/its-piigriin^ge, but 4^ 

pra^ce<rf is^lYi^yi}^ ai»d^o,odnc& i I ,Sh^ 
■«(^^in inyfdf 'a9C ^V^tifi'bTLmy'to contii-, 
butf? in '-^y dfgrec ftp the Jg)Fea4iq&^ 
or the icxerqfe ^^pA Wr«»««nent, of fa 
^Isqf^Ht A 4iQ}«^ifti^< , iMy^ fincerelf' 
•atteffRpt<xi: \t i aB3^4,h^yp.^iiqtMng furtjbe^, 
l^c^ti <lQif> t^utij^ gonmu^d wha,^ follows, 
to the ^leffingrpiJ pci4, '^ivd. the reidfix'^^ 

v'i • .• '}* '\ < •'- ' •idu Aar* 't 

. Na:^, b my fowl, jA^ 'A^ art rietlrcd 
from t^c w<:)rl4^.1ct nje afk thee, as in'tW. 

prd5?iicp. csft p<T^?4-^??pw«g G«d, Haft 
thou ever fa:f ou^j: cwudcred thy nature^ 
thy :^ntc^efi,^w4 tB^y da^K^ that thou, 
art a fpfFku^l being, Teatoiiable and Im- 
inqrftaij (^apal^leofi^oth^ and noti^ 



S«re p^mk'ft^«4eUci^^&a?P»%4kKW 



tife to tIi!8i'^\««|cffiis(liV 'vr6p6t htStmrt^ 





Acre is 'hb^fid^gqeF Afifig- SglSft^? '• lia^ 
thou ct?hffd^dd,iO-ffiV^fi«flj'^Ifat'/B6S»fP 



df ^(M' hath' dBfleW'liWaKen 'tH# daf of 

bliiK^pifs, to pttith3»!ia^piBfe&''^roi- -llice, 
and.tiydtfbtj]^, affi»,^~Sntfiinri?ii»-th^«> 
the Jjlimi.it of it ? Acknowledge, O my 
foul, thy infinite, pbji^jbpns, under God, 
l^e firft mover, to ^e Redeemer of m^n- 
kipdj the great lover wf^uIsjj'VBo^'tb ran.- 
&in them, from;' the i^vj^fe tfltfy ftffiertd, or 



A jiatji4ihdi(§ail«%%dui^;adj^ of^ 



iM'th-'ilTl^ft'&dhi-aiid' im^£n iiifirinhiey,- 



i 



taught the inoflL exixOfmt doArlne, en- 
forced it by the*rhdft petreft example, and 
^he rodft , ^wteci^iw Qn^idiymijf^^prontHes, 
^nd fredyf fejab it iwitkii&p^i^n Woad, 
jstUch we -aj».t*ughtyi^. jf^andincrt x?^ 
193 the}>Io6dtx£-4inactyr^bu^iaii aton&g 
lacrificei; ^(lio.eflaUi&c&'Jar£hunJi^:Qrjf£>* 
Wty .Spf lakhf^ ^ici^irfis;^ and tpokocacfe 
*hart n6thingjfliouki.be wantingi for:its 
prefervation in tiidjSVoiM): andlcbndnital 
edification kx faitfiv' and ^iolihoft^ luiil cha- 
xity, jand coi&rcdatiofi^l ^ AiiLd imm& jthou 
deny.aAy thiiig -to £h»cb iiiirki^.j^ a 
t^nefaftor i.as jfcftafcr fothr rbccri! to^ tJbtcf 
Whm he Jiiitk5)i30]ii(fccl/thcc .with: all; thk 

der td;thy )going{ qnida^p^ffi^tiSon^ amon^ 
othera, iwith ft& iftftituiibnfiiOf itl^c iioly 
£^I^eri ihopldft thosir'.noii^liijmdciizUy ao- 
«cpt» tod ifaiifimBy ; i^immRis^ lb<a^ 
any : ibiU^ . cc^tieli: aiiid ilfib^hothii%/ tjwa 

:thyfd£'fi^rtbk j^ldfed in?faios^ty.>ii<^McS 
jie ^batib.-pcciouirc^r ftir^ ^tidrljj^loalril i stoaol 

thy: trpnftant ;emp}oy4i»6n j^^N^^ 
Df.thyjpilgiiinaage upHn d^vthrhvol)::: b > : 










fiiTTwhttt is'dtvn© wyrforf,ithat thy 
Saviour reqtiire!i ei tSiee! ' i hear him 

"sirhat is it that he^ould have tis do ? • I^ 
it to inake'6tii^<^es of no Fe][)iitatk>n, andl 
i)econie poor/ for his fkloe,^ as he did for 
HDunr J to renounce ever jr thing that thil 
life hkthiii it nioft vahiable and pleafant ; 
"to affli£b the body :^v;rith painful and ufelefs 
aufterities ; and to retreat from all the ii^ 
fairs smd con verfat ion of the tvorid, iitto 
barren defers and fri^tful fofitudes ? No 
iiich thing; though, iad he bill thee givfe 
4iiniribii» fiich fevereproofkof thy rememt- 
i^ance of him a!j^hefc,tho\icouldft not 
in jgracitude have refufed them : how 
tnudimore; When he only enjoins thee, in 
a reKgiotii^ rmmtxpt^ to make^ufei of bread 
and MTine us ^fadrdniental memorials of ^his 
jbodyt broken; k^dhi^ blood fhed for u^ 1 
Hbweafir ^he cmnniahd hand how inex; 
ieutfafoI&tthofe^^ldIo^ ^firig theniielvies th^ 
idifci^eb «€^hirift^ will not^ithr^iugh Ibme 
^ult o£:iheir'l)wn, beiperfuad^ to do af 
they areicdniznandkl, or do it ne^igently 
and indevciutly !' ^Haft thotinevefT' heard 
and admired at the cruelties which the 
worlhippers of falfe gods, not only volun- 



tifed upon (them&hr^, miionour of doBidb 
iilol&^ ;Tiif meraful Lord mite Ibr.ao 
fixdi tdft of /tiijr kvd to liim. He makes 
diis: indeed m niece^ry. quaii&cation for 
tiiy bditwdiisidifcipi^, as.it is.xii'tfaeviiatQFe 
of Jthc thmgfy thath thsmktcp iiis commami^ 
meKtsi'y but eii>her thmikoowefiindt.what 
Iii&icoiiiinaodmdcit& .areyiCnr.iniufi; j^ejofa^ 
^d to 4>i»n t&ar tiiey; aare nqt ^.gnevouf. 
f£liat;il::id9e (do^ifdUoiv'adlfcipleS) andcoki- 
^vate a'Jddnchrdknt cdifpqfitidn ;tabvardi Jiil 
•fifiinlfiiid ;i.'tbar Ibe^Wmble^jiiibcky hmd- 
dfbl^.'tentperiiJbe ;;(that I b^ not'^&xidHftf 
tboiightfiil aboiLtcfilt;;^e.tihKb:aiid ^si^finti^ 
la)r: n^ atp[ibf^«f (Hl£>a ftmfcfteidii(*iTCli, 
^ut : hi-ibeahMb, lldbrat^jiKp tnisrfuHe tein^ 
tiiere^ auffhektv may: be t)itcdbd&)f ;: • tihefe, 
and fiic&likey a» thexonaniaUds of the 
iiffikA }^9iy wfao^^as a nieai]» admirably 
^klapted to>my4ldight£aLi!pfro^ds>ii]^ tbefe 
$Lfid'alI30tb«r'^^i^tt1le8^«f( t^e:^riftiaiii. hte^^ 
4io0^itsrtkat^ ci^ifi aydo^Nnbratteiidance 
«t his>iutblevitfattre 4o Joreceivb t&ecplddgbs 
icif bis ; love, and ^tace' ijo lidpitpi avtetjr 

'time <$f Sieed.^' ^ '»• ' ;a:>i.;j:::n:;i •».•>>'•' .J ^ 

Must ' thou not ^xcKno^bflgfe^ : O. my 
ii»l,.tlatit%.£iddean^^ fokeji&vea^ 

K Z 



'1 3 8 sxEvoriowAL. Ka c jgR ca gfc 

aaid las burden light, if dudii ;.r efi6(Sl:9\tiiat^ 
inilead of thofe numerous. lites^and' cere^ 
monies which the Mofaic law ^polated^ 
and which rendered that fervice; fo bur^ 
denfome, that an Ap(^Be of Chrifi:fcm> 
f^les not to oail it a yoke fwhicb'^neUber thky 
mr their fathers were able tahear^Xhs 
Chnilianichurchi hath' no other vt)bfervan- 
<€S of a ritual nature, but thofe .two iimt* 
pie^aadeafyiOises: (eafy tabe iunderftdod, 
-and as eafy to i be ^ pra£H%d') '^^ haptilm 
and the Lord^s fupg^ ; aiid thsit of > thefe 
two the latter.isciGtnly^ biteiided; tO:.be .re^ 
fieated ? folitde^ does our . Bivine . Mafter 
4dight :in abridging. his folto^^sciBoiany 
liberty they ^can £eaibnably defire f . and 
ib miiudi is he ceacemed tb»t>ihetri dut;f 
.ihauld: be their pleafinse lora natuiiai foinxe 
joi it. (The ; things recmnmoaifad^ ^ad 
^moft fttongly infixed on^ byijli^ gQ%d^ 
jare * thofe> »we^tkr inktiers^^^of ^ ttecvJaw^ 
,)ud^ent);mefcy, andthe lQivc}of God; 
rthings iiBttashficaUy good and umi^leu 
iAnd to tht hoaiB^ir * of thk ^^^aoieiit of 
^ikeiupperjit Atiay be ol^rvod, tha« though 
a pofitive inftitution, yet to thofe who ro- 
ceive it in a right mann^ it is of unfpeak- 
able ufe to proiridte^ the life of God in the 
fouly kn4;^i]»dfir£r%ce of allj thofe virtues 
*%vwUchiflr( sdiODabk'G^d jdDi thctjoo^ii^xv 



«• 

£iiioQ. 'Wherefore^ O myifimi, infttaid 
'o£l)eing infiaeiiieed by any . objeitiom dF 
weak, or ill-deigning men, againft the inf> 
fiitution itfeif, or any trifling excufes that 
igassy tempt thee to negled: the obferv^ation 
of iCy or vain terrors whidi wonld rob 
thee of the ploafiire it was. defigned to a€> 
ford thee ; /with all readinefs dsey the in« 
vitation to this; facred ieaft^ and : with all 
.gladne& c^ heart iet^thyfelf :to cdebyate 
tbeicire of thy. Saviour in;it I 

SECT. IV, 

. Nom; a& why/X3irift '^ould have us cat 
imd iirinkJn.memoJty of hiai, when we 
.could JcoQAember him without any fuch 
iQ39eutoiqr« .Gpnfigi&, Q my foul, obliged 
^ai y thou aft: to^ihaveihy Saviour perpetu* 
ily in mimd) haft thou not found it too 
^y and.comoion a thing for thee tofor^ 
^t him, tcirlo£^ thyfeJf and the thoughts of 
,an ab£»it Saviour amidft the cares or.a^ 
mufei^aeait^ and deHghts.ef this y^ world? 
It: is not i what thou jQiiouldft do, is;the 
ijueiliont . Thau^^QulcUi:^ th^re ia^ao doubtt 
berieyer lpti]djng.ui»t^ J^iTus^ and emt^pa^e 
-every /opportuuity of QOtRYerCng with him 
m thy thwghtS)wd..H\editatious, without 
anfj3«her.ittQskoi:.pr pfoja^ter .^aura 



grafefiil ; hearts , This thou flhiSiuldft. 
But is it t'hus-thau wQuldft a£i, if left 
cntkclytotjxy ,cmn difci^etioh and xhoicc i 
Record this, O /my /foul, among^ the iki- 
fiances of the;kmd>nd tender care, of /thy 
iledecmer^ that he ;<aUs ihee : off horn .the 
purfiiit of :the world, 1^^ m^oiieiti thy du- 
ty to. difmifs< thy. leaner -paii^ons^ and, in 
i^ abfence ol^ thieib^ toicdmaifimorate 
idmin this! fblemn manner, ind by fhefe 
external figns^; that itholi ihdghteft hams 
thy thoughts of him better fixed, and thy 
afieAions ntiore :|K>weri4iUy aduated and 
enlivened ; and by this means be difpofed 
iaore naturally w rememWrium atcb&er 
times, and; in- theoi^iinfary couiie^ 6( ithj 
life ! (From this faaramemal 4»B<ai£ti0zi, 
l^qutotiy iai|d tightly perfgrpn^viawU 
proca:d &ch «a ftrong^ atiftehmjtftt!*tdi tky 
Savibur,ifuc3i^ prevailing-'benciifi thy{is« 
^tiatioiks,ias wi^ m^k^it iiJMt.tb impof- 
fible for thee to live^in :ait h^kmabforgo^ 
fulnefs of 'that |e£u9, whofe tlytDg ioxse^ 
wi^ MUGfisignetl 4£6at ^ gnd > ^aahi&dtf thou 
hiil & often 'fliowed forth' iii *isi fopper 4 
he tviH' thffidl m i&y heait^ by &itfe,^ ) Iwwrc 
thti^pcllfeiSdii of a:U,rh<y^f^t:%u^ies^ 1^ {^e- 
eiousin 'thy elteelB, and d^ai^^o v^fhy /m«^ 
moiy . ^ -And then^ ferther^ ^IXen^d; to this 
asar-coxifidi^ratiou- bf 1^ £Baa2l^ight, 



-»EVOf rbKAli EiCERttSE**^ ^^4^1 
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ihst the remtailiraiice '6f CferKt m tlielw- 
ly comnmniotv, is not a jwivate and feJi:.' 
tary aft,"but of a public nattire ; a deck^ 
ration of the faith of the dhriftiah cbutrch, 
knd of the high veneration it hath for a 
crucified Savioiir j arid fo is better fit- 
ted to do honour to hfe memoryvand, zi 
an everblBng ineriuinerit, to '^read and 
pierpetu^ti^ it ih the worid. And fiirelyi 
'O my foiil, this muft be a very great re* 
^omntendatibtt- of this ordinance to theei 
and to jJI the faithful in Chrift, that, by 
•publicly and conftantly attending upon if, 
every one ofj^ou in fonie degree be^s to 
fuppor^ the iftemory of your great Hei- 
deemer attion^ men ! * Would not every 
one thit^ remembers Chrift himfclf, have 
others^ to 'remember him too ? Would 
he not have his love dwell in the heartsi 
and his liaitte upon the tongues, df all men? 
And the little he can do to this end, muft 
he not do, "and be exceeding glad if he 
could do more? 

Think agaii)^ O my ^fotil; with irhft 
view our gracic$u$ Redeemer obliges us to 
remember liim ! He had fome defigii iii 
demanding thisof hisifollowers^ ej^cially 



J0 ;P¥yrOTipKAl4 jEXjPft«^«. 

s>T^ ?: Waa M'fortbM ewfl f%Hc^i ,9r for 

ours^ tliat ;h€ a|7pe.^ijrs fp ^de^irop^ ^ }iykg 
)in pur.Tcraeipbr^nce? :fQr;the#icMiio^ tj^SJ 
yaU -rcdaupil to liigi, ; or^^i^ hei»i^t a^^ 
confolation tl^t we ib^il rRffieitjit fip» 
henc^ ? T^or our fafe^s^.rfio^.i^jijbt^ w^ 
tins intended ; /not prppf r^ly fpr his o\(^ 
.who<:a,n gwO/ Tj^othiflgjby vf% ftr»4 Ijath ji 
dignify :^nd gi-^tfitfp jii^hemslt in* him, 
tfaat:^^^lts him far abpve..^H.>t'h(:q[i^t|ilv<e$ 
of vain glory* -How trifling aq^ ^CPn- 
itenajpt^le is the hpnpi^r of ^ayln^ hiy 
jianie rccorde^rby ,U5, tM'jC^P^tngvpf the 
4ui^ aod tranAuitted 4oiY^ia -ff PfP -pwe .gCr 
iieratipn :<af ;.ibprt ftiy^4. !!r<qatuc^s :; tc) ^ax<ar 
Itheiri, when tHe jftijgek, tfepfe/ftjnft of lights 
furrpund' hiji?^ with th^ii! A^qping imv^ti: 
tud^s, and make his pi:ai£^s..'t|^rff|Li^g<^^ 
tihclr immortacl fongs!, B^t^his 4s tjuj 

^i^ip, he -coyefs,. yie.jjoy.fpr ;»^hi<;fei :hjt 
endured the crofs, defpiung|^.i}igiDe^;t9 
.bring many fons unto glory, to reftore as 
great numbers a^.h^^wu^put of the rums 
of the fallen race, to' traiH them up in the 
p^^ tfflvirtte and bcflin.66j fl[nd:thcn, the 
^r^pei'/time foxk^beiegrcomc, toubcftofir 
jffipiortality. Mponltjjiein. ; For this end he 
^^yMpQif^iih^ XoLT^stiQVPiidi: jxiixu dlt.is 



i^ a^ vantage lie prop^s ^ afrid . great/ 
uhfj>eakablj^ gi-e^tj' If the prfvilege aecru-' 
i5rfg from iKfe dtttyi'i^ tliou kno^dfi hbw^ 
t& itHpTovt it'. ^ 'And to tKy impt^vcmeiit^ 
(if it nothing iriore il hecefl&ry than ifih^^ 
(fertty Oft.thy part ; ihafeiudh 3i& Gdd wiH 
nev* fail tdaffift ail ihofe with tlie <|uick^ 
ehing Irifluencesof his gf^te an^fpirit, wh^ 
db their befr; ahd'wiTladce^t their Weak, 
becs^ufe ' \fen fahearit endeavours to pleafe 
Kiipi ^hrbujgh the mediaHoti of hSs well 
B&lovcid' Son ; whofe kneritoridus dfeathf 
arid; J)affioTt lis; fcprefentefd to rhem, and 
reirieijiberiedl. by* tH^m, in this drdlnance. i 
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4^}-.-' ^■•-■i: . .;: ^SECTw.Vi;.- ^, . ,;.^ .. j.^ .J 

<'• Be thJs'th^ftj O^my foul^ t hy gVeai'thy 
only cflneern,* to^be approved jof thy God 
ind Sivibur; to come, with enlightened? 
views,' with fervent defiresj andholy difi 
jibfitions ; arid to be found k tvdrtfiy, that 
tho\i mayeft be a Welcomd^ gii^ft ! Fot 
ihou canft not think, O iiiy fbul, that it 
h alike indifferent with What temped thou 
makeft thy approaches to this facred fefti- 
val ? Does the pious tfaltriift, even under 
tlie legal difpenfati<)n,'wiien there was foi 
jnvich outward pomp and ' cereAiony in 
Ae wor(hip of God, lay fuch ftrefe on in^ 



1^4 BfV^TiOKAlr ^;^£R'CI6M»' 

wasd ptitifty^ and moral ^oodlQ^fi andf 
rec^hudef does hp^eg of God toexaxBiner 
and prove him,, to try Us reins and his 
heart} and pak^ his appeal to him,. a% 
baying waQ&e.d i^liis. integrity, and had} 
his iQcving Idndnefe hcBjx^ his eyes ; and. 
thep r^folve, i «i;i// ^^/>7i|y .lia/^j in inno^ 
qsHce^ Ji will Icompaji tbinejiltary Lord f 
and is Icis regard had to the qualii^ation, 
of the worihipper, where the worijhqp is.; 
more refined and ^ritual? Was it u; 
moris folemn thing to attend the i^rifice, 
of aflain beafl, than it is to cpmmej^rate 
the facrifice of the Son of God? But 
how flikll i, who am but iinful duft and 
;2dhes, come before the Lord ? how prefent 
myfelf among the addrcrs of the moft higjh 
God ? He hath ihowed thee, O myioul, 
what he requires of theeji Examine ^y- 
ieUF, both as to thy noticMis of the ^uty 
before thoe, the jaature and t;he de%n of it, 
and as to thy fitnefs to partake of fp high 
a privilege* ■. Lay the fogundatiion joi faLrh- 
fulne^ to God and man, to thy Matter, 
and .to thy fcUow difcipks, in being iFaith- 
fuland true to thyfelf. Diligently feareh 
thy memory, and fee what the general 
cQurfe of thy life hath been, and u'hetber 
Inhere are not fome particular great trant 
grffliQnsfor whijph thoXi lufl. Aot yet beast 



fiHhoroiigU hi^mUed as tJiou flfouMft; de*' 
fcend into thyheitrt^ amd i£ there be any i 

favourite luft , any»nmo^tifiedhabk of" viee , 
thjit to«l» the»cv-^cfifc!riotrfr0isi6fcy^-i^^^^ 
qiurles till: thdD Imft-fovnd II ; TOd,,liay>t| 
iijig found ;tt> dn^'itiiito tjitjlighj , ifestmcb 

' what v^m it avail* itbect to dogeiwdJijifeJi^r 
when Qodris. not modRedf* .^hebdtliwBoai 

fiU tbeoifrlt^ to!i»qeri»g Mi^t)itJQefi>r€<li^;i 

joyi^e^cis^ at theuEoty uUe^ hmi.^' 
falfe apprfehenfi3n^;tbat all ^he benefits ea-"^ 
joyed-'by . t^e true d^dple» of Jefus ve 
tjiiiji^«. J5ut how :fliort4ived . mi^ft the. 
peace, the plra&rrKthe Aape: be, wbi<:h ia 
alf fallacious and groundlefs ! Thy plea- 
fures will only relemble flaflies of light- 
ning in a dark ni^ht ; which caufe a mo- 
mentary brightnefs, but prefently vanifli- 
ing, give additional horrors to the re-: 
niainingidarknefs. Haftthou^ aftet fairly 
and fufly debating it, already fettled this ; 
grand point ? Take the. comfort of thy ^ 
Sncerity ; and doubt not of a free and 
kind admiffion by the Mafter of the feaft 
to his table. However^ do not therefore . 
immediately conclude all further <»*. 
laiiiation and.preparatio0 necdbik « ¥hSi: 

o 



diflbl^hct^'tp' tiffed i^^»<^?M> litti%duii«ft 19^^ 

L£^ mt cdfifiddr^ Q >ny» find, ti& iff 
\«^icb f am tcy^iii^ttn wbh. i[]^•i||me^' 
<Y^ i wcfcfKijx Oortjl vs&hteHer'ifirpublaJGnj? 
peivsttSy is I hope tardte> it icceptahly^ -i 
ate to-ttte^wife'^iiry hstttd? f before I dfHv;^ 
n^ «mdr Mm, Qti4 trrtSfc^rge tity hear^ 
o*" ^^etftijtdgh ZTLtti^y -that fo. i Triay^ ba 



jkm^^9ndii^0^0r mf limS: jpodfaft .yfsiiSk % 

Jioi &t one dolj ]ibnr& .-xmodsit :. noer hf^ 
tfae pmp^ratUia H ^isd^t ficrvtlie Loord^ 
iii|]iper^ 4k; tet^ptod ta tbAak X aiiay ift 
llADlra c^arek&^nd teglig^nl ki^lilie;. curie- 
^oary exertifiss o£ itiiguQii*^ Tfao pr^cc^- 
^ibati of I Ivs iioait ds ^dmays neeefikryv ^^ote 
se tsim ^|3Pan liis 4o (peak ixx. the^^vesit 
3Lar(| pf ksavai and eartk:. and ii,' b|r 
itraj ^'df iatxtid^c^an tx>> iiif ;fwrH4:lda^ 
iDrdiiviiwc, OS thi^ of die Lord's db^per, jt: 
te oSuai tD fpend qyonr tsme lav ftl£4*tooi- 
iei^ioi| 3M7d jQditt iBXiendi(JBS ttf ideVput re- 
tirement, to tteilQiatmiftnHdeaiiaf t IttvfeiQuhr 
hearts fet in order, and all things in a 
readinefs again^^|ie •^jppraaching feafon ; 
the foundation brthispraaice feems to be, 
Ihat 'f^vi63p|<»^^ l^'>4b ttilk l^tt^bies; 
k^d»«>Yi«ii64iieGk«ti€d4AoM^((p^^ 1^ 

mm^ vi> te^^He Um)itltfk ^9 the <lM?e4 w&N 
lA^ :0f th¥iLoM<!P^^f , i^d ^h^ J^Au)^ 49( 
4kdfaMftiiytliM tftnid^d-'IMt^^ify a^ dlfllfl^. 

WA tMs ^et«Mt,ii6 Iflutll'^dt II141&4 k i»6 
tAdMjwii&bte tule to ftfvd t\\e V^rjr famfc 
Jfot jjrepaWfttTOfi tvety tiiffie 1 i^ceeive tiife 
^iciameBS;^ iii4i«^ber A^^dry bt not tk6- 
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cefl&ry^ : coninenie&t ^r test c<mi^iiieitf, 
nor hanifh myCtl£ fttxat the Lord's table 
when I: have not aa opportunity for k 
;(fince this would be to biad myfelf where 
Crod hath left me. free); fo, as often 
and as far. as I find it expedient, I ihaM 
commune with my own heart, and ex^ 
.deavonr to awaken and raife my fpirit by 
:previous exerciies, before I enter upon the 
common duties of divine worfhip ; and 
ihall ihirays charge my foul not to rufli 
into the prefence of God in an irrevereht 
and indevout manner, left I draw down 
his difpleafure iqx>n me at the very time 
I pr ofdfi to honour lus name. . 



.'J 



SECT. vm. 



»> 



Do I not love, thee, O my^ Saviour T i 
huniUy truft I cai) fay» Thou ktowefl: aJl 
things, thou knowtftiitApt I tove; tbe4 
Either:! am a firaiig^r to ^y ov^a hoartt * 
and ignorant after wh^t obje^ it breathes 
andafpires, or I uiifeignedly, I prevailingly 
Jovp thee* Art thou the dat-ling of thin^, a^ 
mighty Father, hig chief delight ? 4nd ^rt 
thou not mine ? Does ^npt niy foul follow 
hard after thee ; prefer thy fri^ndfti^.ifeO 
that of the whole world ^ ^e^^m aU thofe 
onarks and traces, of thi^ie i^Fi^ge^ which 



<h«, *M3r^ thah -tlie pfec^Hil^^trtafur^'tff 
kln^t ' ©oes ft ttot ardcirtlf 'tJdftd t& b6 
IrtJtka* Ji^aJTfted -Mthiitt^, atttwjingtd 
the difcoveries that are made of thee inrh^ 
gofpel ? Woulit'f ot.;^ ^e pleafures and 
entertainments of life be infipid^ and even 
tJre^mc, ^tliout thee ? To be v^hh tKee, 
tnmM^jot ittyfot^triliinfely miit th'eto^^ 
wen this mottiett, diml tnoii e^l het; 

antl ihe wete afflar^cjl th^t hei- fepiTatiotv 
frotA tfl thtfi^ h?i!^ bdmir' >*»p\lld toe fdl^ 

kwed \^t*i a tie^it'ef nrttefa \*it^ tjiee? 




afblt tt) :cariddve, thticil leife ^efdrib'd, ' the 
loVel t!)«re th6^.' 1 Wh ,6<?fy faV in ^e- 
freral, thit ttij^ foyfe&btlfa. haVfe ho btheij 
^tkrid^ dikh the'cr4J)l^i:t^" pf my^hea'rti 
J^hduldloX^theeiJittiiCB as^i fc^n lovr 
thte.^M thus it ft 1 ^ulii Wfe thee. 

let 't*y love klii^e 'mi\ie • let it ttouhi^ 
Jifttxi a flattie ; let this flime edntutne'everi^ 

f ifioAAt^ idul.that ^tpi ^y p2Jtt of th4 

ktnt)tir Atie tt) ihy Satltmf ; let it ehl? veil 
evety po^er^ ilveft ind 6onfefcraf e ^vei^ 
fllottght, tViei-y ^ib)ffe6n) fevefy dfifigft / 

o 2 
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\ r» «. 



IptixpCrwA ^^-lfptff^ be a-facrific;^ of 
love J |t6 . the^ I devote it all^ t^ro^gh 
whom ail t)uags. are mine, ai>d who art 
more than all other things ean poillbly be 
to me! , 

SECT. IX. 

What abundant reafon^ O moft blcffed 
Saviour, have I to rejoice and be glad in 
thee ! In thee I have determined to re< 
joice always ; in the contemplation of thy 
perfon, thy gofpel, thy virtues,- thy con- 
quefts, ^nd thy ^Iory,and even in thy cro& ; 
in all the great things thou haf): done foi: 
us, and we already ci^oy^.a^dln tbei 
much greater thou hall promi^ed^^nd we 
yet further wait for, J wiD heighten the. 
common plcafures of this, life by my^ joy 
in thee J and, by rejoicing in thee under 
idl the evils and troubles of it, will learn 
to forget or make light ojf them a^ll, anc^ 
to weejp asif rw;ept not,. Thoii art my 
fanAuary and my nop^. Here I taWc re-. 
&gc when pu^fued by my griefs, and 
4oubt9, and le^rs ; even in thee, and the 
i^veral ways V hsive of converfing with 
|!hee. Jeius, thou glveft light tp thofc 
that are in darkndg, ilrengt)i,to the weak, 
reft to the weary, and comfort to the di&^ 

treffcd { O my Saviour, .^3^ pothing is 
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CQuragsniofti: Q^ tb)i pB^hn I liope ieSk ihal£ 
be wanting oi^ JD>ine . thafi liiath hithcrtor 
jbeen, in returns of praiie^^d fervice, and 
pbediencey for the unfeaixAable riches\o£ 
thy goodnefs ! . . * 






SECT, y. 






Tell xnc» O thou Atrhoqi niy . £bul lov* 
eth, my Sarvij(?ur ai>4 ^^y^^prdi bpw t 

ihaU beft expnei^ . ray;-j4i^n]^ tA^ thepjt iS^-C 
pong the qthcr\t^0ahq^i^ of thy ir^^4 
to my happinef$9 £^;^|as^w^^ ;ihi^ kin^ 
inftitution of theifupperi; whif^j tgger 
the;r with thekgau;y;of .pejEce^ as ^ae^ly f e-r 
lated to, an4 cldTely lii^ed with |t$ thoUL 
haft bequeath^, tp /t|\yj cl^urcl) I I ujfn^ 
very feniltsle, that living 49; t^ie nsi^^.^ 
this ordinance, would not A|pW' ii>y t^n^ 
i^eik for it ; andl hav^^jjbig-flQm k^^ffrn 
Coined togo,.!^^ 9% to^tj^^^ 
with the jnulti^y^ ^$4hqivr^aft fee^igrt 
ly thy day, but with the fmaller number 

that delight to ^^^^t^^P ^^ ^^Y t^^l^* 
And, to let the'' wSm^f^/l am not fub- 

m}t^i^n(fn^4^^Btf^^^^ I 

¥^^}^lS^^^yi^^^9P^^f^^Wi ^^^ I know 
how tp find an. evafioq, I will go with x 
holy alacrity ; and fliall not be forry ttf 



tj3 omwtnmjku'i^mMxmtm 

litont tici ttX> iskppuiiintt ^ 2tkd»ii^ iti ^N 

Wei' )Tb6u>toft'-«lMis'di^>Hrti afK!^ itnH f 
feel the fweet conftraint ! O llMHl^bisight 
Morning Star, irradiate the region of my 
foul with thy keatmly;. beams ! Thou 
haft done it, and 1 blets tlie facred influ* 
ciife*! <)'fft5r**h<)fr>Svi&!rthyArf«*^ 
inteMeflbr^'M tke^e Is ho &AeCmg tititothcf 
Ikflttlt< *ilt^ li^ ifeil fo^^y thec'ft hi 

AftttT, ^ttdrf^tKe gbodhefi in* ttterty tt 
Gmi I't'** riijr tfiiil!- 'Prefettt tti« W 

ftft riie fe Vi«\i<f df thy '^Watng fttrlfite, 

^id^tt%^Ma^ tms tntttdiy^'tMti 
fer iffl theftaeil^ely i;ifttftefit tmdfaitfiftil j 
ari^4^ ffii*t6»!fidenfee I htimBly ofl^r W 
1^1^ iftiy (U^p^^lW tci the 3Pkthti: t«f 




• V* o. 
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4o hdbdkl thy &nM creature, who now 
£ills proftrate before thee, in bumble ado* 
ration of thy diftinguiihing an4 nioft un-^^ 
deferved goodnefi to the children of men^ 
and to me in particular, which I acknow^ 
fedge to have been fuchas beyond meafure 
to enhance the guilt of my offences againft 
thee. With what fincerity O Lord, thou 
4ej(ireft the convcrfion of finners, the 
profperity of thy faints^ and the happineis 
iof all that are upright in heart, thou hail 
abundantly difcovered in the incarnatioii 
and death of thy well beloved Son, our 
moft worthy Mediator and Advocate, Je^ 
las , Clirift ; and in . the rich variety . of 
jpoeans which thou; haft kindly provided 
for the healing the manifold diforders of 
ear nature, and our continual progrefs 
towards perfedion! As for all tbefe I 
bleis and praife thy wife goodnds^ ; ■ fo, iti 
a particular manner, and not leaft of alt, 
Ibr the inftitution of the holy fupper j 
Which coming recommended by the au*- 
thority of my blefled Saviour, and bearing 
his name, as it was appointed in honour 
of his memory, I defirc ever to fet a very 
^igh value upon. Being not only allow* 
iaJ, but invited, to attend this facred feaft, 
i. joyfully accept the. invitation; humbly 
UruiUJ3g^ that. thy graceihatfa^nade me in 



im9^ 4igrc§! loecfe to )i»itakf of lk«iDKUb»r 
able a prifVUege; ftud oiitircadtig tbM^ 
tkat irint jft iyartimt 'Yranting^ in order M 
Mf tamnmnicaiiflK^ widb yet ^»t«r adU 
iMtntsigo &Qd aoceptmcc, the fame %hi« 
iasyriitf^^* O tei: the faiiM^ of JH^ft^ thif 

nv^ tfejit dt^nal SfMril^ thpough ^K^hich kfe 
ciCered ikimfelf i^ithout ipot unto Gtod^ ai^ 
)ight«a,&iii£kify ,a<KlraiiSemy (pirit^iiatimlh 
ly dark, dqnreflEbd, and po)hi ted ! Give me 
«^fidcrfta»ding in nil thy pc^ecepts; Mid belp 
tM^odifternthemeaimig^&ndtoAftti&n tw 
^d3ri9£ tiiait holy ordinahce for ^^(^ftiidi t am 
tnrep9ring. Let .th«&cred fire, faliingfreoi 
bcliY«o» <on&ni)i€ ifiy dn^ ai&£fefoiis^ axid 
Idndlfi ft flame of divine loyeiii my toeafi^ 
fiOTcr to be cxda^iihed. Gr^oit^ OLard^ 
th^tlviky approach tvath/tlie dqeptfiiieiift 
of my. own xEieanneft, unwortWe&y liad 
guilt ) md \»ith the moft ecraked ^ppro^ 
ptfifions of thy boliDe& mid metcy, botik 
!iKhich tbi^n haCb £b woaderfiilly dkj^yiod 
In tbe method of onr redeoiption by ]»tikt 
Chrift i A2± Imaq TCceive the pkd^s of 
thy <f<or^vhig iove, and the memm-ials tif 
my Savibitr'j^ fadpody paifion, ^tha liv^ 
fmitj an abounding; hope, udth gr^itudt 
viafeigiiecl, .mid)oy.unip($ak|dste : vdhdfn^y 

6x Sad tJM.«thiai9S.iD&seiiac-<>iJatf 9Xf^ 



love } be all kindncfe and charity to ni€i>^ 
sftjtti iseail foe ^od tsvA J^fm ^ m&y 4ic 
iMWriiitev affA Kro 'cftiftd rig^eoe&KJft ;- 
be^^ d]|ie Id t?r«ld t^m ^H ttke ^t)wer of tk^ 
4:tii!in^ } to d^ipf n^y&tl, dt^feS^ ffbe bla^ 
cMim^^cut d>t)4 ^mptations of Ihe world ; 
Ui^m fiDry <r(m\ief&tiiOn: bi Ifesvtn, afi^df. 
<$^fl^bbme ^ Dppdfitii^ i« tlli^ #ay ta i¥ } 
^AmI, fittdHy, aft ^l- having fevied, aii<* f«-t«!^ 
atti*' followed my Savior wit^emt reeing; 
Mmv^afjrbe wttbhim,a6e0l*^ti|to kS»owf^* 
fft^JNsr, whiirc h« is, t6 b*M®M life ^sry ;- 
;»^^i», v4«]| alt thi; hea'rehiy i^mHi^^es^, a& 
cribt fcteflifig, a^ kojiouir, aftd gfoiY? antf 
l^iMrer^ t*nt0»J|iij* «that fittetj* upbn the 
fib^o^) «li]d tLfi^o- the S^ifiib, Sat Q^t aiidr 

ji/ /i? Lord's. iaB/e.. 

SECT; I.---0 Mv fiiul, tiie fctppy ^ th* 
«lihed:for dme is* co4i9e, but will quict^'^ 
bt gone again ! Lay hoJd^ of the opportB^ ■ 
jiity, malLe the Wijnoft adva«ta!ge of if, 
• that when paft. asjjd gone^ it may nm fe« 
left. Tori» atcray thine fe)(e» from fedioM- 
iag vaiwfty, ahd« looJb unt^ |feftis. Be- att. 
ali;atf)ijtai "ttid ij^-vesehc^ ihy^ fftcBig^i^ 
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united and elevated, every power engaged, 
and all thy affe&idns prefent to' wait on 
thy Lord, and minifler ta:him at his ta- 
ble. ■ : • ^ 

SECT. IL— And O thou, who alone 
knoweft the hearts of all men, and i zkm^, 
haft them in thy power, the almighty; 
and omnipotent God ! help thou mine, 
infirmities'; fix my mind, prone el& to 
wander ; caufe every good feed thy han4t 
hath fown to fpring up ; perfect thine 1 
own work ; ipeak peace to my foul ; bid 
every vain and every tumultuous paffion 
be flill i the facrifice is ready, fend down 
the facred fire, and help me in the fame 
ad to honour the Father and the. Son, 
that I may have fellow&ip with both ! 

SECT. III. B^HOLDv my Xoul, the 

Lamb of God which taketh away the fin 
of the world ! Rightly h he called a Lamb^ 
whofe innocence was. fpotlefs, and his 
meeknefs and patience invincible ; and 
tie Lamb o/God, for his fuperior excellence 
and dignity, and his being chofen to^this 
office by the Father. He was led as a 
Lamb to the flaughter, and as a iheep bcf- - 
fore his fliearers is dumb, fo he opened 
not his mouth j txeither guile or com- 
plaint was fotmd in his motth, much lefs 
cuffing axid bit terne& Doft . thou profeis 
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thyfelf a follower of the Lamb, and glory 
in the title? Learii then of him to be 
harmlefs and blamelefs, meek and lowly 
in heart, alike averfe from doing or de- 
fcrving evil, and ready to fuffer it. 

SECT. IV.— But how does the Lamb 
of God take away fin ? By bearing it in 
his own body on the tree. He was 
wounded for our iniquities, the chaftife- 
ment of our peace was upon him. ^ O 
heavy load, which funk the Son of God 
in his body to the grave ; and, had it 
lain unremoved, would have funk the 
world into ruins ! Worthy is the Lamb 
that was flain, to receive power, and 
riches, and wifdom, and ftrength, and 
honour, and glory, and blcffing. 

SECT, v.— This is the body of Chrift. 
This facramenta;! bread is intended to fig- 
nify and reprefcnt the body of Chrift, that 
was given for us, as an offeripg andfacrifice 
to God J for a fweet fmelTtng favour ; and bro^ 
ken for us^ as the bread in this facrament is 
broken before it is diftributed. His fa- 
cred flcfli was torn and disfigured with the 
fcourges, pierced and violated with the naili 
and the fpear. The Lamb that was fcen in 
the midft of the throne, had before been 
ftretched on the crofs ; made a fpcftacie 
to God, to angels, and to men 4 highly 

V 
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appi^ovcd and accepted of the fir^ &dbrcA 
by the fecond, mourned by fome, derided 
and infulted over by others, of the laft4 

my foul, in thy judgment of this criic^ 
fied Jefus, take for thy guide the only 
wife God, and for thy pattern in thy be- 
haviour tovrards him, faints and angels ! 

Sect. VL — Didst thou, O Jefus, witBi 
whom the moft precioias things and moft 
excellent beings that can be named among 
creatures, are not once to be compared y 
didft thou give thy facred felf jfor me on 
tbe crolk? and art thou ready to give 
thyfelf to me in thy fupper ? I give, I 
confecrate my felf, without the leaft re- 
fdrve, to thee. I could wifli I was more 
worthy of thy acceptance. But fuch as I 
have, and am, give I unto thee ; and I 
give it heartily, as unto the Lord, to 
whom I confefs myfelf to owe more than 

1 give. O do thou make me mord like 
thyfelf, filed more of thy beauty and lovc- 
linefi upon me, fandify me in every part 
>iind power, help me to be more perfeft in 
every divine attainment, that I may bfe 
Icfs unworthy of thee ! And, to the fa- 
crifike of thy body broken, grant, O my 
Saviour, I may be able to join the facri- 
ilce of a broken and contrite heart, which 
thou wilt not defpife ! Thou diedft for 
me, to thee I will henceforth live 1 
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Sect. VIL— ^My bleffed Saviour did nc« 
liiflFer in his body only. No y it was thp 
leaft part of his fufFerings that was vifible : 
his foul was forrowful even uato death ; 
and laboured under fuch an agony in the 

garden, that he fweated, as it were, great 
rops of blood falling to the ground j 
prayed. Father^ if pofftbU^ let this cup pafi 
from me ; and had an angel difpatched cxr 
prefs to comfort him. Nay, he was heard 
crying out on the crdfs. My Godj My God^ 
Why baji tbau forfaken me ? Strange lan- 
guage for the Son of God ! Does God 
torfake his own Son ! the holy, the mer- 
pful Ood, his innocent, his well beloved 
Son ? He does for a time, fo as to fuf* 
pend the ufual irradiations of his counte- 
nance, and to leave him in the hands oJT 
his enemies to do unto him what they 
pleafed. And when Jefus fufiers and dies^ 
^all a living man cpmplain, a man for thc^ 
punilhment of bis fins? When he fuffers. 
to le^piate the fins of others, fball I not 
he .contented to fuffer the pains and afflic- 
tions neceffary for the cure of my owi>. 
^nful affeftiona and the trial and improve- 
ment of my own virtues ? Surely^ if he 
laments his being forfaken, who was un* 
doubtedly the Son of Gody I have no juft 
jTjsafpa to ^ueftiaii my hda^ 9* child of 
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God, or (fuppofing myfelf to be fo) to 
think I am hardly dealt with, merely be- 
caufe deftitute of thofe fenfible confola- 
tions which I have fometimes enjoyed. 

Sect* VIIL — Was there ever forrow 
like that of my Saviour ? Can any thing 
be imagined to exceed it ? Yes, O my 
foul, though his for rows were inconceiva-** 
bly great, his love was greater : for his love 
inade him willing to pafs through fuch a 
fea of forrows ; his love brought him to 
that dark hour, and fupported him in it ; 
love to the rebellious fons of men ; love 
to thee, O my foul ! Hereupon I cannot 
forbear crying out, Was ever love like 
his love ? A nd, reflefting on the unparal- 
leled greatnefs both of his forrow and his 
love, I further fay to myfelf. Is there any 
evil like the evil of fin, the guilty, the 
curfed occafion of this dolorous fcene? 
From whence I am unavoidably led to 
afk, What ingratitude, O my foul, can be 
equal to thine, if, after all that thy Re- 
deemer hath done and fufFered for thee, 
thou wilt not be perfuaded to break thy 
league with his enemies, that is, with thy 
fins ; Chrift having no enemies but fin, 
or fuch as fin hath made enemies to* him ? 

Sect, IX.^ — Why, O my foul, is this 
bread called tie communion of the body of 
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G&r^9 but at once to fignify tiie obje^ 
comm^moTat^d, a dying, crucified Jdus^ 
and the near relation among thofe who 
join in comme0io.rati^ him ? that be«> 
caufe the bread is one, we alfo being ma« 
fiy, are one body, forafmuch as we arc 
aU partal^rs of the one bread ? Chriftian« 
confpiring in this &cred adlion, may juftly 
tie called a cwmmHtm ; fince the bread is 
€me of which they jointly partake, and 
the facrlfice one and the fame repreiented 
by lUs bread. They are hereby taught^ 
that aU the difcijdes of Chrift, how great 
foever their number be (acknowled^un^ 
tias facrifke, and putting dieir troft in it^ 
which they declare by their united parti- 
cipaliicm of diat oBe breads which is the 
Hiemerkd of it) conftitute but one myfti* 
cal body, or iodety, of which they are 
the members, and Chrift Je&s b the head* 
O my foul, let thy moil ardent wiAe9» 
thy mofi impeH*tunate prayers, thy moft 
tmwearied endeavours, be for the peace 
^nd unity of the Chriftiaa church ; thcEt 
aU the faithful in Chrift may be one, even 
as thou. Father, art m the ^on, and the 
Son hi' thee, that they may be made per- 
fe^ in one, smd dwell and walk in love ! 
And refolve» O my foul, that no prejudice, 

Jti» fr<^<)€atk»i* Audi ever alienM^ thy ^fh 

9%^ 
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fe^ions from any of thofc who are fellow 
members of the fame body with thee, and 
make thee forget what thou oweft them, 
or rather what thou oweft to thy Saviour ; 
thy regard to whom thou canft' not better 
exprefs, than by thy zeal to promote the 
peace of his church, and welnire and hap« 
pineis of all belonging to it ! 

SECT. X.— -Could the Jews (ay ^^^i&^M 
how he loved hiniy feeing Jefus weep at the 
grave of Lazarus? and may I not with 
much more reafon cry out— ^Behold how 
he loved us — ^when I think of his ihedding, 
sot tears, but blood, his vital blood, for 
lis ! He loved us, and waihed us from 
our fins in his blood. His condefcending 
to waih his difciples* feet, did not more 
plainly, or in a more affeding manner, 
difcover his humility, than his wafhing 
us in his blood does his love. And for 
fuch love, what is the moft proper return 
but love ? What other return can I make 
that will be accepted, if love be wanting i 
if I love him, he firft loved me : his love 
was a love of compaffion and benevolence, 
mine is a love of gratitude ; mine is a debt, 
Hus free. If I love my fellow Chrifiian, if 
I love all mankind, if I love my enemies, 
tiie honour b his to have fbowed me the 
^pay; and it would be an indelible xt^ 

fcmdi upoa me 09t tg follow him. . 
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Sect, XL-— Observe, O my foul, the 
time when thy Lord gave his difcipks the 
new commandment of ' love ; becaufej 
though, only a circumftahce, it is exceed* 
ing inftru£live and quickening ! It feems 
to have been foon after he had been ififti* 
tuting his fupper. And what more pro- 
per feafon for the delivery of this law, of 
Wronger coiiviAion of the reafonablenefs 
of it, than that offered by this ordinance ; 
in which the love of Jefus is fcen rifihg^ 
and fpreading itfelf beyond all bounds; 
and triumphing over all oppofitibn ? If 
the commandment is new, in refpeS: <^ * 
the height to which the difciples of Chrift 
are to carry, their love, the example is fiiQ 
more new and uncommon by which it 
comes recommended. Should they be 
called to lay down their lives for the 
brethren, they would herein only love one 
another as he, their Lord and Mailer, had 
loved them. Nor can I regard it as fuch 
a hard faying, that I am to love iny ene- 
mies (which he alfo enjoins me) fince, 
when we were enemies, Chrift died for 
lis, that he might reconcile us to God ; 
and, when dying, prayed for his enemies^ 
enemies whom" nothing but his blood 
would (atisfy, Father ^ forpve tbemjfir tbey 

know mt vAm tbey d$. I will leani> O 07 



Savicmr^ bow to love of thee ! Never 
waft the world taught a more exeelknt 
leflbn ; never before bskd this kficm fo e^ 
cdlent a teacbef. 

SfiCT. XIL«~This cup is the Jiew tefta* 
nie&t, or covenant^ an Chrift's blood 4 the 
blood of the new covenant, which way 
filed for many for the remiffion of &i& 
Firil, this blood of atonement wa« &e<| 
for the remiflicm of fins ; theii» after 
a ihc>rt fpace intervening, the go^d di£- 
j^e^^iu^n wzs more fully opened, the new 
covenant ioleinnly proclai^med, and re« 
^ntance and remiflion of fins peached im 
the name of Chrifi among all national 
IBefides the eonfirmaiion which the gofpe^ 
ix>ntaining Ood's covenant of grace witli 
piaiddnd, receives from the blood or 
death of Chrift, confidered with all iti^ 
circi^mftances ; ^s blood, being the blood 
«Kf a facritce, appointed by God, and r^ 
ffrefented in the^cramental fuf^r, ky ai^ 
£xch, a fign or feal on God's part by which 
j^ covenant ia folemnized;' and o«rr ziBun- 
icdce of his ^figns of lavour and mercy 
towards us rendered as com^6te a$ we 
cui reafonably wiih it to be. Think weB 
of this, O my fool, and nev^ more ha^ 
l>our the leaft fu^^icion: of the frecAeia^, 

tkt abundaticft, or the ejiiwiit «f the divkiM^ 
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mercy ! The mercy of God is not lefi 
confpicuous in the covenant itfelf, and 
the manner of cftablifliing it, than his 
faithfulnefs is out of queftion in fulfilling 
it ; only feek mercy in the way which 
the- goi|)el hath marked out to thee, and 
doubt not but thou flialt find it. The 
death of Chrift, and now his life, is thy fe* 
curity. Let the mercy of God encourage 
thy hopes^ and his faithfulnefs and truth 
in keeping covenant be a pattern to thine. 
Sect. XIII. — O Lord, I am not my 
own ; I never was, never can, never de- 
fire to be fo, and hope and promife never 
to aft as if I was ! Truly I am thy fer» 
vant, thou haft loofened my boncb. Thine 
I am by creation, thine by purchafe, thine 
by covenant. I confefs and triumph iil 
the relation, and acknowledge all the du* 
ties rcfulting from it. I have fwom and 
cannot repent, that I will keep thy righ- 
teous ftatutes ; and I now joyfully re* 
peat the folemn engagement. Here I 
am ; Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do ? Deal with me and mine as feemeth 
good in thy fight ; thy will, and not mine^ 
Ihall be the rule of my defires and anions,, 
and thy glory my fupreme end. It is 
thine to command and difpofe, mine to 
obey and fubmit» Thou haft bought me 
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with a price, ev^ with the preoous bloodl 
^£ thine own Squ^ of wluch this facrju 
pental wine is a snemoriaL. I therefore, 
as in gratitude bound, prefent my whole 
felf,body andToul,to tbec,alivingfacrificejj 
lioly and ac^eptablie, which is nfiy reafona^ 
Ue fervice, with a^fuU purpofe of heart to 
glorify thee with both* I conflder thi$ 
ucramental eating and drinking, not oiu 
ly as expreffive of a very high privil^e 
enjoyed by the worthy .©omnaunicant^ 
who is here trteated with the condefcend*^ 
ing freedom q£ .a domeitic fervant, s^ 
gueft, a friend of God) and of jefus ; but 
^ an obligation iipon nie to behave at all 
tinie9 as thy devoted covenant fervant i(| 
Chrift. O Lo;rd, keep tthis forever in th$ 
imagination of the thau.s^ts of mj h^art,; 
Uui prepare any heart ^nps;^ thee* 

When retired afier R^ewingi 

Sect. I.-^— Hast thou not, O my foul^ 
this day had thy dear Lord .evidently fet 
forth as crucified before thy eves,; and, by 
commemorating his death m the holy 
fupper, :de.clared thyfelf a difciple of thif 
crucified Jefus? . And what is to he the 
temper of my mind, and my future beha^ 
viour, that it way ^gree witl^ the jch^cafr 



«er oiF dne who profelfes himfetf s difcipfe 

t)f fuch a Mafter r Ought I not to be crud- 

ied tvkh Chrift to the world, the pomps 

'^nd vanities, the riches and pleafiirefs of it f 

Yeft, certainly. A difciple of Chrift is not 

to be taken up with thefe things. Did 

the Matter embrace a life of meaHnefs and 

poverty, and voluntarily fubmit to a moft 

painful and ingnominious death ? was he 

iiot tnoTt defpiled by the men of the world 

than he defpifed the things of it, and fhow- 

ed himfelf fuperior to its ipif It, its wifdom. 

Its maxims and temptations f and ihall the 

difciple eagerly covet thefe things, admirfe 

them, value himfelf upon them, and placfe 

his happinefs in them ? In all this would 

he fliow himfelf mindful of his profeffion ? 

or rather would he not ibamenilly forget 

it ? Though I am not obliged to renouncfe 

the pofleffion, or the moderate ufe of any 

worldly advantages that Providence hath 

put into my hand ; yet I am all fuch love 

of them as would weaken or counteraft 

the diviner affeftions, and much more 

that which is inconfiftent with the preva- 

lency of fuch affeftions. I am to be of 

fuch a temper with regard to thefe earthly 

things, as to be able readily to forego 

-them ; to enjoy without abufing them, 

and bdog elated and corrtipted by them i 
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and to do all the good I can with thenu 
Can I have fuch an objed often in my 
view, as the Son of God covered with a 
cloud of affliclion ; a crofe, and this Lor<J 
of Glory nailed to it, and expiring upon 
it ; and yet not have my affections at all 
deadened to the world? have the fame 
high thoughts of it, and the fame fond 
attachment to it as ever ? () my foul, it 
Is impoflible; the contemplation ot a cruci- 
fied Jefus muft have other effefts ! It muft, 
amd I truft it hath. I look unto Jefus, and 
Suddenly the glory of the world difap- 

{)ears ; its charms fade, and all its trealures 
ofe their imaginary value. Let thofe doat 
on the world, who never meditate on a 
crucified Saviour, never remember him at 
his table : this I have done, and found the 
happy influence of that example which my 
Redeemer hath fet before me fo ftrong, 
that I no longer follow the world as a 
captive in chains, the triumphal chariot of 
his conqueror. This, alas f I did as the 
other flaves of the world in the days of 
my vanity ; but, thanks to my Saviour, am 
now a conqueror in my turn ! His exam- 
ple fets me Free 4 his death hath convinced 
me of my folly, and taught me other and 
founder notions of things. Henceforth 
not thofe things which render me leis like 



«7 SaTibur, i?rl»Be he wafe in the worlds 
fcail be tJie matter of my glorying ; but 
thofe by which I become conformed to 
him, among others, my being viAorious 
over the lutts of the fle(h, the lufts of th« 
eye, and the pride of life ; all which are 
not of the Father, but of the world, whidl 
paffeth away, and the lufts thereof. 

Sect. IL — ^I will not think of pleading 
with my Saviour, as what muft render me 
jdear to him**— Have I not eaten and drank 
in thy prefence, and honoured thy mcmo^ 
ry ? — being fenfible that I have no other 
anfwer to expeft, if I am found among 
the workers of iniquity, than that terrible 
one, Depart from me^ I kncrvo you not. He 
ivill not know me, becaufe I knew him 
no better ; will not think his name ho^ 
tioured by being taken up by fuch polluted 
lips ; will be amamcd to own me for his, 
becaufe fo utterly unworthy of his appro* 
bation. The greater, my foul, thy ho* 
mour in the near accefs thou art allowed 
to thy Redeemer, and the oftener thou 
profeffeft thy fubjeftion to him by par- 
.taking of the memorials of his body and 
bkxod, the greater is thy obligation to o- 
bey him, and the greater wiU be thy guih 
if thou doft not ! All the reft of my life 
it to correfpond ^ith this particular ac» 
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tion, and to make good what I have vir« 
tually promifed in it, though I fliould not 
have exprefsly promifed it, as I have done 
and intend to do again, if God give op- 
portunity. 

Sect. III. — Beware, O my foul, how 
thou frameft a dccifive judgment of thy 
ftate and characler, merely or chiefly from 
the manner in which the fenfitive part of 
thy nature hath been afFefted at the holy 
table! Perhaps thy paflions have been 
ftrongly moved ; rhou hafl felt an unufual 
livelinefs and flow of fpirits ; or on the 
contrary, haft had a kind of dead weight 
upon thee, which hath bowed thee down 
to the earth ; a more than ordinary con- 
finement in thy thoughts, and languor in 
thy affedions. Now, O my foul, in cafe 
the warmth of thy afleftions be followed 
with an anfwerable tendernefs of confciencc 
afterwards, happy art thou, and haft a- 
bundant reafon to be eafy and thankful : 
not fo,- if it be only a fudden guft of paf- 
fion, which leaves thee as much under the 
power of fenfual and worldly afleftions as 
ever j thy religion is vain, and thou art yet 
to learn what are the firft principles of 
praftical Chriflianity ! On the other 
hand, the refleftion on the little fervour 
of the duties thou haft performed, if it 
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liath been owing to thy own neglcft, and 
too great indulgence to the animal life, 
much more if it hath proceeded from a 
habit of indevotion, ought to humble thee, 
and fill tiiee with an uneafy concern about 
thy prefent temper. But fuppofing it not 
to be chargeable on any fuch criminal 
caufes (as thou haft ground to believe it 
is not, when thou art unfeignedly defirous 
,of doing better, and findeft thy choice of 
that which is good, and the determination 
of thy will to it, more firm and entire, fo 
as to be proof againft the temptations that 
aflault thee in thy Chriftian courfe) be 
not too fevere in thy cenfure of thyfelf ; 
inafmuch as God, who knoweth thy 
frame, will make gracious allowances for 
the weaknefs of it. The thing thou art 
principally to attend to, is thy habitual 
difpofition, and ordinary condud:. Am I 
exaft and regular in my common deport* 
ment, watchful over my thoughts, and 
careful that the general frame and pofture 
of my fpirit be agreeable to my Chriftian 
profeflion ? Am I more circumfpeft to 
avoid temptation, and more refolved and 
fuccefsful in my conflift with it ? Isniy con- 
verfation in heaven, and my great folici- 
tude how I (hall keep myfelf in the love 
q£ God ? This being fuppofed, I am jufti- 



fiod to <29tidttde9 tiat tfat great idefign .of 
the Lord's Xuppier, aad every other go^d 
infikution, hach been anfwered ; ibax I 
Jsave communicated with profit, if I have 
not done it with fo much U& aad pleaCure 
as I coiled have wiflied -^ and may thoEe^ 
fore go on my way rejoicing that God 
iiath accepted me. 

Sect. iy.--4iA5T thou not, O my ioiuj^. 
this day, whlk commemwatiag the h>ve^ 
of thy Saviour, and exciting thy own bgr 
l;he remembrance of his, .retolved <o lead 
a more exemplary, devout andufefuUife 
ihan thou haft hitherto done ? ^uchrefo» 
tutions are perfedly juft, and peculiarl|r 
^fcgreeable to the ordinance of the ijipper, 
and I will fuppofe thine to have been 
ikicere ; yet, ftop a moment, and confider 
thofe words of thy Saviour to his difciplea^ 
fll6^ Jpirit indeed is fnuilUng^ but thefiefb is 
<veai. Even thofe who want not xatCm 
^ity of heart, are too often more for* 
ward to purpofe and promife, than aftesv 
wards they are pun<flual in fulfilling their 
engage^ments. Their xeadinefs to promise, 
iGbows the willingnefs of the fpirit ; that 
they have a fpirit within them wiiich hath 
Arong convi^ons of duty, and laudable 
difpofitions to the praftice of it ; wiule 
their future^ in part, though not entirely^ 
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in the performance, is a melancholy proof 
of the weaknefs of the flefli. The Apof- 
tles of Chrift are #moft memorable exam-, 
pie of this, who bravely refolved to ftand 
by their Mafter at all hazards ; protefting, 
that though they Ihould die with him, 
yet would they not deny him. Glorious 
refolution ! But how poorly kept to ! for 
when it came to the trial, (to fay nothing 
of the traitor Judas) aU but one forfook 
him and fled ; and he for his part did 
worfe than forfake him, he denied him j 
and this foon after they had been celebra- 
ting the fupper with their Mafter, arid 
though they were zealoufly affeded to 
him, as they had reafon to be, having 
received a thoufand marks of the moft 
tender friendlhip from him, and three of 
them being more highly honoured than 
the reft with the fight of his transfigura- 
tion. And is this the end of all ? From 
this r learn the kind and provident care of 
our divine Mafter in the counfel he gave 
his difciples^ and the neceffity of following 
it, to watch and pray that they enter not into 
temptation. I am not to truft to the duty I 
have lately performed, nor to the devotion, 
though real, I have exercifed in it ; nay, nor 
to the grace which I may have reafon to 
think hath been beftpwed on me^ as the re« 



ward of my unfeigned defireand endleavour 
to pleafe God, unlefs I further add my own 
contiivued prayers aad ^gilance. As the 
s^re outward aftion in the lacrament 
does not convey gr^ce, but the Spirit qf 
God by it ; nor is a qualification for re- 
ceiving it, but th^ temper of inind, and 
right intention and probity of foul with 
which I communicate: fo the influence 
wiiich this facrament faatb, in the after 
courfe of my life, to prepare me for tki 
more ready difcharge of other duties, and 
to prcferve me in the hour of t^mptatio®, 
de^ not immediately and n^effarily flow 
from the facrament itfelf, but depends oa 
jny doing my part after the Solemnity is 
over, as weU as in the aA of receiving ; 
otherwife I fliall have no caufe to wonder. 
If I am worfted by temptations, and quidc- 
!y l<rfe my reBfli for the pleafu^es of devo- 
tion. Be fiire then, O my foul, to &c 
this deep in thy remefi^ance, .that net- 
f her the love of CS>rift to thee, nor thine to 
liim, nor thy converfing with him at his 
table, however encouraging and delight- 
ful, will abfolutely fecure thee from temp- 
tation (God, for wife reifons, permitting 
.temptations of divers kinds tobefal us for 
the tHal of our virtue and fidelity) or ia 
It, wkhottt -imtd3i^ljie& tad pray«r# hk 



prudence, then, take care, tiriift bathlliefe 
accampany and follow all thy good pur* 
pofes and ditfpoiitioBs, wiiether lat thA tai 
\Ae of the Lord, or at aay other Hvmd 
vrhen thy afieftions are more than uiiially 
enlarged and llirred within thee ; that fo 
whatever temptations Qccur to draw thee 
©ff from thy duty, or to make thee lefs 
vigorous in it ; being mindful of 4^he vows 
oiGod that are upon thoe, thou mayeft 
I>e more thap conqueror over them al]« 

Sect. V* The cloud which hath guid- 
ed thy meditations hitherto, has a bright 
«s well as a dark fide ; it is a doud of glo-^ 
ry« For the preiient then change the 
fcene, . O my foul, from the humlliatic»t 
of the Son of God, which thou haft been 
called to remember in his fupper ; tura 
thine ^es to his exalted date ; from a dy*- 
iiig to a rifen Saviour ; from hi& firft 
comin^g in ^ the form of a fervant, to 
his fecond appearance in the form of 
God ; when being iat down on the throne 
of bis glory, and all nations gathered be- 
fore him, he ihall feparate them one from 
the other, as a (hepherd divideth the flieep 
£rotn the goats, and abfolve or condemn^ 
reward or punifh them, accorffing as their 
woi'ks have been ! Yet a little while, O 
ipy foul, -and kt that fliall ^nie, will 



I y 6 OSrOTIOK AL EXSKCISES* 

come, and wfll not tarry ; and when he 
jhall appear, they alfo that have waited 
for him fliall appear with him in glory, 
having their bodies raifed from the grave, 
and made like unto his ! With this prof- 
peft I will comfort myfelf, under all the 
infelicities of life, and appreheniions of 
d£ath. I muft die, pafs through the dark 
valley, drink of the cold cup that my 
Saviour drank of ; but if I belong to him 
as a living member of his myftical body, 
I ihall rife again to a bleffed immortality. 
It was not the defign of his death to ex- 
cufe his followers from dying, but as con- 
ne^led with his refurreftion, to fave them 
from the terrors of that laft enemy.; for- 
afmuch as death is now only a dark paf- 
fage to the regions of immortal light and 
glory, and we lay down this body, with 
all its frailties and imperfedions, to take 
it up again without thbm, bright, a<^ive, 
and incorruptible. Look forward, O my 
foul, to that glorious day ! Think what 
a joyful, what a furpriiing meeting that 
will be, of perfefted minds with their 
glorified bodies, of all the faints that have 
ever lived in the moft diftant regions and 
ageis of it with another ! Think of that 
divine and eternal feflival in which they 
ihall all join with q^ac heart in the Jun^;- 



jikmi 0^ thcftr Father, md U wbioh thm. 
O my Ah}JIo ih^lt be a tr an^rtc^ gueft i 
i^ow we OQCoflapUy nieet in fefi^rate^ aiid» 
9(Us! too often ]{ii derided and oppo$ta 
^ammiinioDks ; eftr^nged and alienated in: 
pur affe<^on$^ for want of l^nowi.ng ^ckemt 
fM^otW better ! now they are but few 
yirxtii whom thou canft perfomilly join in 
the CQOunon duties of divine worfiaip, ftiU- 
fewer in the Lord's fupper ; thy many in- 
^rmities at^rte the beft pleafurej of thy 
porformances ; and the :ple«ifure^ as it is- 
miperfe<^ fo is tranficnt tgo. Hereafter 
fiS jthe followers of the Lamb, all the fait^hr 
ful fervants of God, a multitude without 
number^ fhall worihip together in the 
temple above v unite their praifes to God 
wA the LamJ^ ; mingle their affedions^ 
l^ce fo many confluent fireatns, in one 
fCQmmon ocean of love .; be delivered from 
pvery temptation aod from every g^f^ 
bfs made periec): ki knowledge, hoUneiky 
and bliis, and fo continue to everlafUng 
ages. O what life and fpirit fliould the 
ineditation of this infufe into all my xer 
iigiotts performances ! How ihouldft tfaoa 
ftretch all thy faculties, O my foul, and 
aim to do the will of God as the angds 
do in heaven, and as thou thyfelf fhalt do 
it when thou art come thither ! Blefled 
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time, when all upright minds fliall fct 
that wonderful perfon, face to face, whom 
now they behold as through a glafi darf<* 
ly ! Bleffed time, when the prefence of 
the Redeemer ihail make all memorials of 
him needlcfs ! O mdft bleffed time, the ex* 
peftation of fb many ages, when the church 
fhall receive the immediate and iiilleft e* 
xnanations of that love which fhe is no\r 
ravifhed with the contemplations Df ! 
Then (halt thou acknowledge, O my foul, 
that eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, 
neither can enter into the heart of man to 
conceive, the things which God hath laid 
up for them that love him ! Then flialt 
thou reap the fruits of thy Lord's vi<3:o- 
ries, and thy own ; of his viftory over 
death, and of thy own, through him, over 
fin and the world ! Then, in fine, will it 
be true, in the higheft fenfe the words are 
capable of, that lae are come unto mount Stony 
4ind unto the city $fthe living God^ the heav^^ 
enly jferufalem^ and' to an innumerable compa^ 
ny of angels^ to the general ajfembty and church 
cfthefirjl born which are written in heaven^ 
to tbefpirits ofjuji men made perfect y to Je^- 
fus the Mediator of the nen^^0f^Tnant y and /# 
Cod the judge ofalL 
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V 

A PRAYER. 

Great and marvellous are thy works. 
Lord God Almighty ; — what then art 
thou, whofe power hath ' produced and 
fuftains, whole wildom both contrived 
and directs, and whofe goodnefs crowns 
them all ! I praife, thee, O my God, from 
the bottom of my foul, that, having made 
of one blood all nations of men to dwell 
on all the face of the^ earth, and determin- 
ed the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation, that they 
{hould feek the Lord, if haply they might 
feel after him, and find him, thou haft, 
in the courfe of thy providence, fo order- 
ed the circumftances of my birth arid edu- 
cation, that I ihould be a partaker of the 
grace of the gofpel from my earlieft years, 
and know the wonderful works of t>od, 
even thofe things which many prophets 
and kings defired to fee and hear and 
could not. For all my powers and facili- 
ties, as a reafonable creature, all the tefti- 
xnonies of th/ paternal care, all the effefts 
of thy common bounty and goodnefs, in 
the courfe of my life, 1 blefs and magnify 
thy holy name ; bu^t more efpecially for 
thy diftinguifhing grace and mercy in Je- 
fus Chrift J in whom while I rejoice and 
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glory, I cannot forget to pray that all 
mankind may enjoy the fame happinefs, 
^md the whole world know that thou haft 
fo loved it, as' to give thine only begotten 
Son, that whofocver believeth in him^ 
Ihould not pei*ifh, but have everiafting 
life. Hear, O moft gracious God, the 
•prayers of thy faithful people for the en- 
largement of that kingdom of truth and 
righteoulnefs which thou haft fet up 
smiong men, that the religion of Chrift 
may be profeffed and praetifed in its great* 
tSk fimplicity. Grace be with all them 
that love the Lord Jefus in fincerity, thei^ 
numbers continually increafe, their con- 
fdlations abound, the multitude of them 
that beKeve be of one heart and one foul, 
and the church of Chrift appear to be the 
fchool where immortal fouls are trained 
up for the more perfeft worfliip, and the 
everlafting felicity of the heavenly world* 
O let not thy grace he received in vain 
by me ! Let it not be in vain that I have 
been fo fully taught the way of the'Lord, 
have had both external and internal at 
liftances, and every fort of encouragement, 
that I might abound in all the fruits of 
holincfs, which are by Chrift to the glory 
and praife of God. Forgive me, t) mer* 
citul Father, that I "have made thee re» 



tur99^ unfuiti^bl^ to thy ^eat goodoflfil^ 
towai:(i$ me, to the vaift and niimt>erlQ& 
QbligatioAs thou haft laid me under, and 
the repeated engagements I have taken 
upon myfetf ! Q forgive me the coldn^fa 
of roy love, my floth, and inaftivity,. the 
little proficiency I have made in the vir* 
tues of the Chriftian mA ,divine. life, with 
the adv^antage of fo e^c^llent a rule, (a 
|>erfedl ao example, fo free an a^cefs to tho 
throne of grace^ fueh almighty atds^ and 
the profpedt of fo glorious a reward ! axid 
O may the coniideration of thy readinefs 
%o pardon, fill me with an ingeni:K)us ha4 
tred ' and det efiation of all fin ; and my iab^ 
horrenoe of fin, and care to avoid it, and ali 
the occafion$ of and temptations to it £» 
the future,be a iatisfying proof, that lU^my 
£ns are adually forgiven me through there* 
demption which is in Jefuis thrift thy fon^ 
who& death I have been JBiowing: forth in 
his fupper ! And may the ^od of peacc^ 
who brought again from the dead th^ 
great Shepherd of the iheep, through the 
blood of the everlafiing .covenant, make 
me per&d to do his will^ fulfilfing. in ma 
the good pleafure of his goodnefs, and the 
work of faith with power 1 Help me to 
cafrry in mind the defign of one duty to 
dilpofe me for apotfaer, , and q£ aU the a^# 
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flrumental duties of religion to beget and 
ftrengthen thofe exalted principles and 
habits of goodnefs in my foul, by which 
it will be more and more ripened for the 
life of heaven. By faith let ine be able to 
fee him who is invifible, . and always to 
walk as in his prefence, and be more af-- 
feded and influenced by the contempla- 
tion of an abfent Saviour, in every view 
of him. While I meditate on the Ueffed 
Jefus, enduring the contradiAion of fin- 
ners, and humbling himfelf unto death,' 
even the death of the crofs, may I be in- 
ftruded what to exped in the prefent lifb,^ 
and after what manner to behave' under 
ali tbe fufferings and afflidions of it r and 
may a rifen and an exalted Redeemer ele- 
vate my heart s^ove all the vanitiesrcKfthis 
tranfitory fiate of things, to that happy 
world, whither he, my Lord, and the fore- 
runner of all the faithful, is gone y that I may 
know him, and the power of his: refurrec- 
tion,and count allthings but lofs for theex- 
cdlency of the knowledge of Jefus Chrift ; 
for whofe fakeiet me bewilling tofuiSerthe 
lo& of ail things, not counting tny life dear 
to me, fo I may finifli my courfe with joy. 
Give me, O Lord, to feel more of themighty 
power of thy grace concurring with the 
gofpeLof thy Son, to mortify every inpr- 



diftate defit'e, to cpftfirrti every good puri 
pofe, to purify and regulate my ajSe<Sbions^ 
and t6 change nvy whole foul more and 
more into a divine image and likenefs \ 
By that ffrace let me be enabled to tram^ 
]^e on all the temptations to fin/aud td 
keep a confcience ^oid of ofieiice^ both toi 
wards God and towards man ; that - my 
love to thee may be fuperlative; and, 
though not adequate to thy excellendes 
and thy benefits, which it can. never be, 
may bear fome proportion to my capaci* 
ties ; th^t my devotion may be unaffeAed 
tod fervent, my xeiignation entire, and 
ob^diende cheoribL uniform, and conftant* . 
To men let me be juft and charitable^ 
kindly afFeftioned, ready to do good and 
to communicate, as I have ability and op- 
portunity, carrying it towards all with a 
mild,apeaceableandChriftianfpirit ; while, 
as to myfelf, I am (bber-minded, poor in 
feirit, and pure in heart ; and though not 
free from all mental irregularities, am yet 
getting ground upon them daily; oppofing 
my inclinations as often as they oppofe 
my duty J deny myfelf, am temperate in 
all things, bridle my tongue, and labour 
to be an example of patience, meeknefs, 
contentment, and to come behind in no 
good thing } looking for the mercy of 
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God unto eter sal life ; that io, • when I 
ihail have- dose the wotk which them hai^ 
given me t6 do, and fuffered ^1 thatjthou 
ia weft meet for* the trial of my faith^ and 
hc^,. and fubmiffion to thy will, I may 
finally Jprherit' the promifes : which :tho» 
h^ft • miidc . us in Qbiri Jefus our Lord^ 

, Rev. Y.:>3» And t^ry creaturt which is 
in heaven^ and cnibe earthy and undir the 
earthiundfuch as are in thefea^ and all that 
are in themy beard Lfaying^ Biefftng^ andha^ 
nouTy ami glory y and power ^ be unto him Ufoi 
Jittetb m:tbe thram^ and uni9 tbe LamAjfir 
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